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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, FRANK WIETING, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Cobles-
kill, in the county of Schoharie and State of
New York, have invented a new and useful
‘Wagon-Shaft Holder, of which the following
is a specification.

This invention relates to improvements in
wagon shaft holders.

The object of the present invention is to
provide a simple and inexpensive device
adapted to be quickly and conveniently ap-
plied to a vehicle for holding the shaftsthere-
of in an elevated position while the vehicle
is not in use, in order that the shafts may not
t%kg up any appreciable space in a stable or
shed.

The invention consists in the construetion
and novel combination and arrangement of
parts hereinafter fully deseribed, illustrated
in the accompanying drawings, and pointed
out in the claims hereto appended.

In the drawings: Figure 1 is a perspective
view showing a shaft holder constructed in
accordance with this invention and applied
in operative position to a vehicle. Fig. 2 is
detail perspective view of the hook.

Similar numerals of reference indicate cor-
responding parts in both the figures of the
drawings.

1 designates a hook, constructed of metal
and having a straight point 2, to take over
the front axle of a vehicle, and provided in
its shank, which extends forward, with an
opening 8, receiving a locking-bar 4. The
locking-bar has its upper end shaped into a
handle 5, and it tapers from an intermediate
point to its lower end and is adapted to be
placed in front of the cross-bar 6, of shafts
7, of a vehicle 8, to hold the shafts in ele-
vated position. The tapering locking-bar
readily enters the opening 3 of the shank.of
the hook and impinges against the front wall
of the opening at the top thereof, and the
rear wall of the opening at the bottom, as-
suming an inclined position and automati-
cally adjusting itself in the opening of the
shank of the hook. The hook is provided
with an upwardly and forwardly extending
curved spring 9, which presents a convex
surface to the rear edge of the locking-bar
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and engages the same above the hook to hold
the locking-bar in an inclined position. The
spring may be formed integral with the shank
of the hook, but is preferably separately con-
structed and secured thereto byintegrallugs
10 and 11, and it serves to hold the locking-
bar firmly in its inclined position and per-
mits the same to be readily withdrawn from
the opening of the hook sufficiently to disen-
gage and lower the shafts. The hook is re-
tained on the locking-bar by stop-blocks 12,

which are secured to opposite sides of the-

locking-bar to prevent the hook from getting
lost.

It will be apparent that the device is sim-
ple, inexpensive, strong and durable, that it
may be quickly applied in operative position
to hold the shafts or pole of a vehicle ele-
vated, and that the locking-bar will auto-
matically adjust itself in the opening of the
shank.

Changes in the form, proportion, and the
minor details of construction may be resorted
to without departing from the prineiple or
sacrificing any of the advantages of this in-
vention.

What I claim is—

1. A shaft holder comprising a hook for
engaging the front axle of a vehicle, provid-
ed in its shank with an opening, and a ta-
pering locking-bar fitting in the opening and
adapted to engage the shank at the top of
the front wall of the opening and the bottom
of the rear wall, substantially as described.

2. A shaft holder comprising a hook pro-
vided in its shank 'with an opening, a lock-
ing-bar arranged in the opening and being
inclined, and a spring for holding the lock-
ing-bar in the opening, substantially as de-
scribed.

3. A shaft support comprising a hook hav-
ing a forwardly-extending shank and pro-
vided therein with an opening and having at
its upper side a forwardly and upwardly ex-
tending curved spring arranged at the inner
end of the opening and presenting a front
convex surface, and a tapering locking-bar
arranged in the opening of the hook, substan-
tially as described. s

4. A shaft holder comprising a hook hav-
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ing a forwardly-extending shank and adapt-
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ed to engage the front axle of a vehicle and | In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
provided in its shank with an opening,and a | my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
locking-bar arranged in the opening of the | the presence of two witnesses.

shank and adapted to engage the cross-bar of | FRANK WIETING.
Witnesses:

A. C. KILMER,

W. W. S1MMONS.

the shafts and provided at its lower end with
stop-blocks to retain the hoolk on it, substan-
tially as deseribed.




