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(57) Abstract: The present invention provides a defect inspecting device and defect inspecting method capable of reducing
influence due to height variation of a sample surface and achieving high sensitivity. In order to achieve the above-men-
tioned purpose, this defect inspecting device includes: an illumination unit that irradiates a sample with light emitted from
a light source; a detection unit that detects scattered light generated from the sample; a sample height detection unit that
measures a variation amount of the sample in a direction perpendicular to a surface of the sample; a photoelectric conver-
sion unit that converts the scattered light detected by the detection unit into an electric signal; and a signal processing
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unit that processes the electric signal converted by the photoelectric conversion unit to detect a defect of the sample. The
detection unit has a mechanism for adjusting its position after divergence from an opening in accordance with the varia-
tion amount of the surface of the sample acquired by the sample height detection unit, and a mechanism for separately
detecting scattered light, which has been generated from the sample after divergence from the opening, at a plurality of
elevation angles for detection. The signal processing unit has a mechanism for correcting the positions of a plurality of
images formed by divergence from the opening in accordance with the variation amount of the surface of the sample
acquired by the sample height detection unit.
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