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between the circular partition members 12 and 
13, but are arranged in staggered relation to the 
radial partitions 20. The partitions 25 are pr0 
vided with bottom flanges 26, which are Welded 
to the bottom 10 of the floating deck and with 
the flanges 27, which are inclined from the parti 
tion 12 to the partition 13 so as to be flush with 
the flange 15 on said partitions 12 and 13. The 
flanges 26 and 27 are oppositely directed so as 
to provide partition members that are substan 
tially Z shaped in cross section. The partitions 
25 are preferably, equidistantly spaced to provide 
a plurality of similar segmental compartments 28 
between the same and the Walls 12 and 13. The 
deck is further provided with similar partitions 
29, also extending radially, located between the 
circular partition 13 and the circular wall 16 that 
defines the drain well. The partitions 29 are 
staggered relative to the partitions 25, but are 
aligned with the partitions 20. The partitions 
29 have a lower flange 30, which is welded to the 
bottom 10 of the deck, and an upper flange 31, 
which is inclined from the partitions 13 to the 
wall portion 16 so as to be flush With the flange 
15 on the wall 13, and with the flange 18 on the 
wall 16. The radial partitions 29 are spaced 
equidistantly around the deck to provide a plu 
rality of segmental compartments 32, arranged 
around the drain Well 19. 
By the staggered arrangement of the radial 

partitions 20, 25 and 29, and the provision of the 
ledges along the top edges thereof formed by 
the flanges 22, 27 and 31, in combination with 
the flange 24 on the rim 11, and the flange 18 On 
the drain Well 19, serve as Supporting means for 
a cover for the floating deck, Which is detachable 
therefrom and which Serves as a rain shedding 
means to prevent entrance of water that falls on 
the deck into the pontoons. The cover is made 
up of a plurality of Sections which are segmental, 
and Which eXtend from the rim of the deck to 
the drain Well. In the case of a small deck these 
Would all be made in One piece, but in the con 
struction shown, the deck would be of such a size 
that the sheets from Which the cover member 
sections are made, Would not be of Sufficient size 
that the Same WOuld eXtend from the rim to the 
drain well, and the sections are shown as being 
spliced between the outer and inner edges there 
of, being made up of three separate pieces, but 
being constructed so that the same will be secured 
together as a unit and serve as a unit in the as 
Sembly of the device. 
Each of Said rain Shed or cover sections is made 

up of the members 33, 34 and 35. The members 
33 and 34 are made exactly alike and are each 
provided with a hook-like flange 36, which inter 
locks With the flange 24 on the rim 11, and are 
also each provided with a radial flange 37 along 
one edge thereof, and a hook-like flange 38 in 
the other edge thereof substantially inverted 
U-shaped in cross section so that the open side 
thereof is downward, the hook-like flanges 38 em 
bracing the flanges 37 so as to be interlocked 
therewith. The same numerals are applied to 
these parts in the case of both the members 33 
and 34, as they are substantially identical in con 
struction. 
The members 35 are also constructed in the 

same manner as the members 33 and 34, except 
that they do not have the hook-like flange 36, 
merely having the radial flanges 37 and 38 and 
being similarly interlocked. The inner edges of 
the members 35 overlie, the flange 18, and are se 
cured thereto in any suitablemanner, as by means 
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of the bolts 39. The sections 35 lap under the 
Sections 33 and 34 slightly, and are secured there 
to by means of the bolts 40 extending through 
said overlapping portions, and the bolts 41 ex 
tending through the flanges on the members 35, 
33 and 34 at their overlapping portions. Thus 
a unit is provided, which is segmental in section, 
Imade up of the members 33, 34 and 35 that inter 
locks with the rim 11 and rests on the flanges 
provided on the tops of the partitions that form 
the segmental compartments or pontoons, and is 
secured to the inwardly directed flange or lip on 
the drain well 19. 
While the members 33, 34 and 35 may be se 

cured together by any desired means and by any 
desired. arrangement of the joint to obtain a liq 
uid tight joint of suficient stiffness to permit han 
dling of the section comprising the members 33, 
34 and 35, one form of such joint is shown in 
Fig. 6, and in order to provide the liquid tight 
joint at the point of connection of the members 
33, 34 and 35, compressible gaskets or washers 42 
are provided under the nuts on the bolts 40. 
The bolts 41 extend through a flange 37 on a 

member 33, through a flange 37 on a member 35, 
and through the portion 38' of a flange 38 on a 
member 35, the portion 38" of the flange 38 on the 
member 35 being cut away for a distance at the 
end thereof so that the same extends merely at 
right angles to the body of the section, instead of 
being U-shaped, as it is throughout the remainder 
of Said section. The inverted U-shaped flange 38 
on the member 34 at said joints is spread slightly 
to permit the passage of three thicknesses of the 
material, that is, the flanges 37 and the one 
flange 38" between the vertical portions thereof 
so that the widened portion 38' of the flange 
38 On the member 34 covers and houses the 
flanges on the members 33 and 35 With Which it is 
joined by means of the bolts 41. 

It will be evident that the hook-like flanges 38 
not only interlock the sections and the members 
33, 34 and 35 of the sections on the radial edges 
thereof, but also provide a joint that is weather 
proof, in that rain or water falling on the cover 
for the floating deck will not enter under said 
cover at this joint because of the flanged nature 
thereof and the covering that is provided over the 
flange 37 by the U-shaped flange 38. 
The compartments or open topped pontoon por 

tions that are provided in the floating deck by 
means of the partitions above described are pro 
vided with bracing means between the ends there 
of, said bracing means extending substantially 
radially and comprising angular members, the 
angular braces being Welded or otherwise secured 
in fixed position to the bottom 10, and to the cir 
cular wall portions with which the same engage 
at the end thereof. These braces are arranged 
so that they substantially align with the radial 
partitions, separating the pontoons of the ad 
joining circular series. This will be evident from 
Figs. 1, 2 and 3, in which the angular braces in 
the outer series of pontoons 21 are designated 
by the numeral 43, those in the intermediate se 
ries of pontoons 28 by the numeral 44, and those 
in the inner series of pontoons 32 by the nu 
meral 45. 
The outer rim portion 11 of the deck is pro 

Vided With an angular bracket 46 intermediate 
the top and bottom edges thereof, upon which is 
detachably mounted a flexible sealing means 47, 
the same being secured in position by means of 
the securing members 48. 
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1,976,784 3 
1. The combination with a tank, of a deck 

adapted to float on the liquid in said tank com 
prising a body portion having a central drain Well 
and a plurality of concentric series of compart 
mentS Surrounding Said drain Well, and a cover 
Overlying said compartments and overlapping the 
edge, of said drain Well, the compartments of 
adjOining Series being arranged in staggered re 
lation. 

2. A floating deck comprising a body portion 
having a plurality of partitions therein dividing 
said body portion into a plurality of circular series 
of segmental compartments, the radial partitions 
Of adjoining series of Said compartments being 
Offset, and Water shedding means comprising a 
plurality of segmental cover sections resting on 
the top edges of said partitions. 

3. A floating deck havingan upstanding rim, a 
central drain Well, and upstanding Walls on top 
of said deck between said rim and drain well, 
and a cover for said deck comprising a plurality of 
sections resting on top of said upstanding walls 
and On the top edge of Said drain well, interlock 
ing means On Said cover Sections and Said rim 
and means detachably. Securing Said cover Sec 
tions to said top edge of Said drain Well. 

4. A floating deck having an upstanding rim, a 
central drain Well, and upstanding Walls On top 
of said deck between said rim and drain well, 
and a cover for all said deck except said drain well 
comprising a plurality of interlocking sections 
resting on top ofsaid upstanding walls, and means 
for securing said sections on said deck. 
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