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To all awhom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, GrorcEe
a citizen of Czechoslovakia, residing .at
Wilkes-Barre, in the county of Luzerne and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Self-

Serving Tables, of which the following is a

specification. :

The primary object of the present inven-
tion resides in the provision .of a self-serving
table wherein there is provided a-suitable
table top of any preferred design with a
relatively large centrally positioned rotata-
ble plate adapted to carry dishes of food or
other objects with means for rotating the
plate, and means for holding the rotatable
plate in any set position. v
- A further object of the invention consists
in the provision of a spring motor associated
with the rotatable plate of a self-serving
table with manually operable means engag-
ing the rotatable plate at spaced points for
arresting rotary movement thereof. g

With the above and other objects in-view,
the invention cousists in the novel form,
combination and arrangement of parts here-
in fully described and shown in the accom-
panying drawings and’ wherein like refer-
ence characters indicate
throughout the several views.

In the drawings, :

Figure 1 is a top plan view of a self-sery-
ing table constructed in accordance with the
present invention, with the spring motor
and driving gears shown in dotted lines.

TFig. 2 is a cross sectional view taken on
line 1TI—II of Fig. 1 showing the central
rotating plate with the gear bearing and
driving gear therefor, and also the manu-
ally controlled latch for holding the rotating
plate stationary.

Tig. 8 is a top plan view of the table with
a portion of the table top and rotatable plate
broken away showing the arresting motion
latch in engagement with the plate support-
ing ring, and ' ,

T'ig. 4 is a cross sectional view taken on
line IV—IV of Fig. 3 showing the key for
winding the spring motor and the train ¢f
gears for driving the table plate.

Briefly described, the present invention
aims to provide a self-serving table embody-
ing a stationary table top of any preferred
design with a relatively large central open-
ing therein adapted for the reception of a
plate rotatably supported flush with the up-
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similar - parts-

. per surface of kthe‘table top.. Aspring mo-

tor isdllustrated as a suitable driving means
for the rotatable table plate, but it is:to be
understood- that electrical devices may be

substituted therefor. The entire .driving

mechanism for the rotating plate is sup-
ported on a bar connected to the table top
supports-and upon which :support the ro-
tatable bearing for the plate isimounted. A
ring, angular in .cross section, is carried: by
the rotatable plate -and is provided avith
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spaced sockets:therein adapted fer the re- -

ception of a manually controlled fensioned
latch so that when the spring motor through
the train of gears associated with the plate
bearing rotates the plate, movenient thereef
may be arrested by the latch eutering the
approaching ring :groove. -
Describing the invention more in detail,
there is illustrated a table top 5 of any pre-

ferred design supported .on the frame ©

which frame is mounted upon: the upper
ends.of the legs 7 illustrated in Fig. 2,while

the table top has a relatively large down-

wardly Dbeveled central wall 8 provided
therein adapted for the reception of a ro-
tating top plate 9 having the uppér face

thereof lying flush with the upper face of

the table 5 and with its peripheral edge bev-
éled coincident to the beveled wall 8 of the

‘table top 5.

The device for supporting the circular
plate 9 includes a bar 10 .extending diag-
onally of the table top as illustrated in Fig.
3 and suitably secured to the leg 7 and the
frame 6 as shown in Fig. 2, the bar 10 sup-
porting the entire rotating anechanism to
be described: A socketed bearing block 11

is -centrally secured to the bar 10 and has

journaled: in the upper end thereof the ver-
tically extending relatively short standard
12 rotatably retained in position in the sock-
eted block 11 by the set screw 13 extending
through the side wall of the block and en-
tering an annular groove in-the inner end
of the standard 12, while the upper end of
the standard is provided with a bearing

“plate 14 to which a rotating plate 9 is se-

cured.

Oppositely. positioned socketed blocks 15
and 16 are carried by the table top 5 and the
bar 10 respectively and into which are jour-
naled the opposite ends of the centrally po-
sitioned bearing member 17 carrying a gear
18. A band spring 19 has one end secured
to the frame 6 as illustrated in Fig. 3 while
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“the other end is secured to the post 17 and -
is placed -under tension by the key 20 ex-.

tending below the bearing 10 and passing

through the socketed bearing block 16 for
A bearing .

engagement with the post 17.
block 21 is mounted upon the bar 10 inter-
mediate the blocks 16 and 11 and rotatably
supports at. its upper end a gear wheel 22-in

. constant mesh with the gear wheel 18 and
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also In constant’ mesh with the gear wheel
23 carried by the plate supporting stand-
ard 12. ' :

A metallic ring 24 angular in cross sec-
tion has one side thereof secured to the bot-
tom face of the rotatable plate 9 as shown

- in Figs. 2 and 4 while the downwardly ex-
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tending side 24’ of the ring is provided with
spaced recesses or sockets 25. A manually

controlled tensioned latch is-associated with

the notched side wall 24”- of the ring 24 and

. includes a plate 26 secured to the underside
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‘of the table top 5

and carrying depending
brackets 27 through which a latch pin 28 is
adapted to slide and be tensioned by a coil
spring 29 surrounding the pin and confined
between the brackets 22, the pin projecting
outwardly of the table frame 6 and being
provided upon its outer end with a hand
erip 30.

Irom the above detail description of the
invention, it is thought.that the construc-
tion and operation thereof will at once- be

-apparent, - it - being understood that the
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spring 19 is placed under tension by hold-
ing the latch 28 retracted from the ring
grooves 25 and subsequently rotating the
plate 9 which through the meshing gears 23,

- 22, and 18 will place said spring under ten-

sion, or:if desired, the spring may be wound
by the key 20 when the latch 28 is retracted.
The latch 28 may then be released to cause
the spring 29 thereof to project the same
forwardly into the ring grooves 25, thus to
arrest. the reverse rotary movement of the
rotatable plate 9. With articles placed
upon the plate 9 at different points, and with
persons seated about the table 5, the person
at the table that is serving, may release the
latch 28 by withdrawing upon the head 30
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thereof to permit the spring 19 thrdugh the
meshing gears to rotate the table top until
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the succeeding groove 25 in the ring comes .

into registry with the spring latch 28. With
the ratio of gearing illustrated, undue jerk-

‘ing movements of the rotatable plate are ob-

viated, and in order to insure an easy and
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slow movement of the plate, the operator .

may grasp key 20 to resist a too forcible
movement of the spring 19. With this ar-

:rangement, all persons seated about the table’
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may be served in order while the arrange-

ment of objects positioned on the plate 19

will substantially remain the same at all
‘times, thus to avoid confusion. o

- It is'also contemplated to employ an elec-
trical motor in lieu of this spring device as a
means for rotating the table plate and this
phase of the invention will fall within the
scope of the invention, it being also under-
stood that other changes in the details of
construction may be made. : :

~What is claimed as new is:— . -

A self-serving table comprising a station-
ary table top, a bar arranged parallel to the
table top and positioned beneath the same,

said table top having ‘a central “opening:

therein, a socketed block centrally mounted
upon said bar, a standard journaled in said
block, a rotatable plate secured to the up-

per end of said standard and lying within

the table top opening flush with the upper
surface of the table top, means for rotating
the plate, means for arresting movement
thereof, said plate rotating means including
a vertical rotatable standard journaled be-
tween the stationary table top and bar, a
gear fixed to said standard, a band spring
having one end secured to said standard and
the other end secured to the table frame, a

key for placing the band spring under ten-

sion, a gear fixed to the plate supporting
standard, an intermediate gear positioned
between the aforesaid gears, and codperating
means carried by the stationary table top and
rotatable plate for holding the plate im-
movable. . ‘

In testimony whereof I affix my signature.

GEORGE JURESISIN.
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