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ably detecting the qualities of filters, for example, only smears on filer
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end faces, from an inspection image obtained by capturing an image of
the filter end faces of a bunch of cigarettes. A pattern image used for de-
tecting the position of a cigarette according to the arrangement positions
of respective cigarettes in a bunch of the cigarettes and a search region on
an inspection image are set, respectively, and a position at which the pat-
tern image matches a filter end face image is found by moving the pattern
image within the search region. The filter end face image of the cigarette
is cut out from the inspection image according to the detected position,
the quality (smear) is inspected, inspection results obtained from the re-
spective cigarettes are gathered, and the qualities of (the presence or ab-
sence of smears on) the filter end faces are determined.
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