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To a 2Z Zuhon, it 7 c.7/ conce77: 
Be it known that I, GEORGE B. ADAMS, a 

citizen of the United States,residing at Irving 
ton, in the county of Essex and State of New 
Jersey, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Clamping or Holding De 
vices; and I do hereby declare the following 
to be a full, clear, and exact description of the 
invention, such as will enable others skilled 
in the art to which it appertains to make and 
use the same, reference being had to the ac 
companying drawings, and to letters of refer 
ence marked thereon, which form a part of 
this specification. 
This invention relates to the general class 

of clamping or fastening devices which are 
to be put to several uses, such as scarf-hold 
ers, garment-Supports, stamp or coin cases, 
or the like; and the invention has for its pri 
mary object to provide devices of this char 
acter comprising therein a holding portion 
made in the manner of a button-like shell or 
casing having an inwardly - curved rim or 
bead, and a wire arranged beneath said rim 
or bead and held therein by spring-contact, 
and a pivotally-arranged plate forming either 
the grasping-jaw of a scarf-holder, garment 
support, or the lid of a stamp or coin case in 
Operative contact or engagement with said 
button-like holding portion, and a spring 
tongue connected with said wire and held in 
Said shell or casing, thereby resulting in the 
production of a cheap, simple, and novel ar 
ticle of manufacture adapted to be put to 
many uses. 
A further object of this invention is to pro 

vide in connection with a clamping or fasten 
ing device of the nature hereinabove set forth 
a holding portion forming a shell or casing, 
having a covering of a plastic material, such 
as celluloid or the like, which may be pro 
vided with an inscription, picture, or design, 
said shell having an inwardly-curved rim or 
bead, around which the edge of said material 
is forced and held between the same, and 
means in the back or chamber-like part of 
said shell to secure said material in position 
therein. 
The invention consists in the novel arrange 

hereinafter fully described, and finally em 
bodied in the clauses of the claim. 
The invention is clearly illustrated in the 

accompanying drawings, in which 
Figure 1 is a face view, and Fig. 2 a back 

view, of a holding-clasp made according to 
the principles of my present invention. Fig. 
3 is a side view, and Fig. 4 a longitudinal 
vertical section, of the clasp. Fig. 5 is a back 
view of a coin or stamp case embodying the 
leading features of my present invention. 
Fig. 6 is a longitudinal vertical section of the 
same, illustrating the pivotally-arranged plate 
forming the lid in its closed position in con 
tact with the back of the button-like shell or 
casing of the device; and Fig. 7 is a similar 
view illustrating said pivotally-arranged 
plate in its open relation to the said shell or 
casing. Fig. S is a back view of still another 
form of device of a slightly-modified form of 
construction, but still embracing the princi 
ples of my invention; and Fig. 9 is a longi 
tudinal vertical section of the same. Figs. 
10 and 11 are a back view and longitudinal 
vertical section of still another modified form 
of construction. Fig. 12 is a back view of a 
window or display hook made according to 
my present invention, and Fig. 13 is a side 
view of the same. 

Similar letters of reference are employed 
in all of the above-described views to indicate 
corresponding parts. 

In said drawings, CL indicates a metallic and 
ornamental shell or casing of any desirable 
configuration in outline forming with an in 
wardly-projecting marginal rim or bead C.", 
with which said button-like shell or casing is 
provided, a holding portion having a suitable 
chamber in the back thereof. Upon the face 
of said shell or casing may be arranged a 
flexible covering a, preferably of celluloid 
or the like, which may be provided in the 
usual manner with any suitable inscription, 
picture, design, emblem, or the like. The 
annular edge a of said covering a, as will 
be seen from the several figures of the dra W 
ings, is arranged over and underneath said 
marginal rim or beada', where it is pulled taut 
and held fast by a suitably-constructed re 
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made With a curved and inwardly-projecting 
portion b', forming a suitable annular flange 
on said ring or collet, substantially as illus 
trated, and which is arranged and secured be 
neath said rim or bead a' in the usual man 
ner during the process of striking up the parts 
in a die or in any other well-known manner. 
In the said chambered portion of the shell or 
Casing Ci is arranged a suitably-bent spring 
Wire c, formed at its one free end with the 
coils c' and having the holding or retaining 
portion c' arranged beneath and in holding 
Spring-contact with the said annular rim or 
bead C of the shell or casing or with the 
flange b' of the ring or collet b. The oppo 
site free end c of said wire is then bent at 
an angle to the portion c' and inserted into 
said coils c', whereby the wire issuitably fixed 
in its operative position in the back of the 
shell or casing Ct. A spring-plated may be 
arranged in said shell or casing Cl, as shown 
in Fig. 4, adapted to firmly force the holding 
portion c of the wire c against the inner sur 
face of the flange b' of the ring or collet b to 
more securely hold said spring-wire in its op 
erative position in the chambered portion of 
said shell or casing; but the use of said plate 
d is not essential and may be dispensed with. 
As Will be seen from an inspection of Figs. 
2, 3, and 4, the coils c' of said wire c termi 
nate in a backwardly and outwardly extend 
ing spring-tongue c'. As will be seen from 
said figures, e indicates a suitable back-plate 
provided with a pair of ears e', which are 
suitably bent and then forced into the oppo 
Site ends of the coils c' to form pivots for 
connecting said plate e with the wire c, and 
pivotally arranging said back-plate in con 
nection with the said shellor casing a, form 
ing the other holding portion of the device. 
The free end of the said wire c, forming the 
Spring-tongue C, is in operative engagement 
with the under surface of a finger portion e 
of said plate e and normally causes the grasp 
ing contact between the portions e and the 
annular edge or bead of the said shell or 
casing. 

In Figs. 5, 6, and 7 I have illustrated a de 
vice made according to my invention, which 
can be used either as a clasp or a stamp or 
coin case. In this construction the casing or 
shell CL is similar to that herein above de 
scribed, but the ring or collet b is provided 
with an enlarged plate-like portion b, hav 
ing an opening band a connecting bar-like 
portion or piece b. In place of the plate e 
employed in the construction illustrated in 
Fig. 4 I use the plate e', (shown in Fig. 5,) 
which is provided with one or more tongues 
e, adapted to be bent around the bar-like 
portion b°, thereby forming a lid operatively 
hinged and pivotally arranged in connection 
with the back of said shell or casing d. Said 
plate e' is also provided with a downwardly 
extending finger or projection e', which is in 
operative sliding contact with a )-shaped 
spring plate or tonguef, held or secured in 

its proper position by a spring-wire c, ar 
ranged and held in spring-contact beneath 
the inwardly-curved edge or rim a? of the shell 
or casing C. Said finger or projection e is 
suitably curved in order that when the lid is 
closed, as indicated in Fig. 6, the spring ac 
tion of the tongue f is such that the forward 
edge portion e' of said plate e will be forced 
in firm holding contact with the annular bead 
or rim a', whereby the device can be used as 
a clasp or a coin or stamp case, as will be 
clearly evident, or when the plate e is raised, 
as indicated in Fig. 7, then said spring-tongue 
f will retain said plate in its raised position. 
In place of said spring-tongue f the said 
spring-wire c may have a spring-tongue cin 
operative engagement with the finger or pro 
jection e' on the plate e' to retain said plate 
in its closed or raised position. The arrange 
ment and construction of these parts are 
clearly illustrated in Figs. S and 9, and the 
operation thereof will be clearly evident from 
an inspection of said figures. In figs.io and iii have provided the 
plate e with an opening e, the spring-wire 
c being formed with an upwardly-extending 
portion c' and a holding-loop c, over which 
the plate e can be forced to cause the curved 
portion of said loop c to come in holding con 
tact with the holding portion e' directly in 
front of said opening e, as will be clearly evi 
dent. Said loop portion c of the wire c is 
also provided with a forwardly - extending 
curved portion c', adapted to form a push 
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piece arranged between the annular edge or . 
bead a' of the shell or casing a and the un 
der surface of said platee', said portion rest 
ing and sliding in a suitable slot or opening 
in the ring or collet b to permit the plate e 
to lie in close contact with the annular edge 
or bead a' of the shell or casing a, as will be 
clearly evident. 
to the tongue c used in connection with the 
wire illustrated in Figs. 8 and 9, is arranged 
in operative engagement with the back of the 
plate e' and is employed to force said plate 
open when the loop c is disengaged from the 
holding portion e' on the plate e' by means of 
a push on said push or finger piece c', con 
nected with said spring-wire, as will be clearly 
evident from an inspection of said Figs. 10 
and 11. 

In some cases I may take the construction 
of clamp illustrated in Figs. 2, 3, and 4 and 
continue the wire above the device by form 
ing integrally with the spring-tongue c', which 
is in operative contact with the back of the 
plate e, a wire portion c, terminating in a 
hook-like portion c', for suspending the de 
Vice from a rod in a store-Window or behind 
a counter to display the goods which are held 
between the plate e and the rim or bead a' of 
said shell or casing a, all of which is clearly 
illustrated in Figs. 12 and 13. Thus it will 
be seen that this device can be used as a win 
dow or display hook, the face of the shell or 
casing Ci being adapted for use to designate the 

A spring-tongue c', similar 
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manufacture and the price of the goods dis 
played. 
From the above description of the several 

figures of the drawings it will be evident that 
I have devised a simply-constructed holding 
device adapted to be put to many uses-such 
as scarf-holders, garment-supports, coin or 
stamp cases, &c.–the casing or shell being 
preferably covered with celluloid or other 
plastic material bearing an inscription, de 
sign, emblem, or the like, which enhances the 
beauty of the device and prevents any Wear 
on the garment. Furthermore, the shell or 
casing being covered with plastic material 
these parts of the device cannot become tar 
nished with constant handling. 
I am fully aware that many changes may be 

made in the arrangements and combinations 
of the parts without departing from the scope 
of my invention. Hence I do not limit my 
present invention to the exact arrangements 
and combinations and details of construc 
tion of the parts hereinabove shown and de 
scribed. 
IHaving thus described my invention, what 

I claim is 
1. In a clamping or fastening device, a hold 

ing portion, consisting of a shell or casing 
having an inwardly-curved rim or bead and a 
wire held therein by spring-contact, a pivot 
ally-arranged back-plate in operative contact 
with the back of said shell or casing, and a 
spring-tongue connected with said wire and 
in engagement with said back-plate, substan 
tially as and for the purposes set forth. 

2. In a clamping or fastening device, a hold 
ing portion, consisting of a shell or casing 
having an inwardly-curved rim or bead, a ring 
or collet b in said shell or casing, having an 
inwardly-extending annular flange b', a wire 
arranged beneath said flange and held therein 
by spring-contact, a pivotally-arranged back 
plate in operative contact with the back of 
said shell or casing, and a spring-tongue con 
nected with said wire and in engagement with 
Said back-plate, Substantially as and for the 
purposes set forth. 

3. In a clamping or fastening device, a hold 
ing portion, consisting of a shell or casing 
having an inwardly-curved rim or bead, and 
a flexible covering arranged over said shell 
having its edges turned down over said rim 
or bead, a wire arranged beneath said rim or 
bead, and held therein by spring-contact, a 
pivotally-arranged back-plate in operative 
contact With the back of said shell or casing, 
and a spring-tongue connected with said wire 
and in engagement with said back-plate, sub 
stantially as and for the purposes set forth. 

4. In a clamping or fastening device, a hold 
ing portion, consisting of a shell or casing 
having an in Wardly-curved rim or bead, and 
a flexible covering arranged over said shell 
having its edges turned down over said rim 
or bead, a ring or collet b in said shell or cas 
ing, having an inwardly - extending annular 

flange b', a wire arranged beneath said flange, 
and held therein by spring-contact, a pivot 
ally-arranged back-plate in operative contact 
With the back of said shell or casing, and a 
spring-tongue connected with said wire and 
in engagement with said back-plate, substan 
tially as and for the purposes set forth. 

5. In a clamping or holding device, a hold 
ing portion, consisting of a shell or casing 
having an inwardly-curved rim or bead, a Wire 
arranged beneath said rim or bead, and held 
therein by spring-contact, a coöperating back 
plate, forming a grasping-jaw, having ears 
pivotally secured to said wire, and a Spring 
tongue adapted to cause a holding contact 
between said back-plate and said shell or cas 
ing, substantially as and for the purposes Set 
forth. 

6. In a clamping or holding device, a hold 
ing portion, consisting of a shell or casing 
having an inwardly-curved rim or bead, a ring 
or collet b in said shell or casing, having an 
inwardly-extending annular flange b', a wire 
arranged beneath said flange and held therein 
by spring-contact, a coöperating back-plate 
forming a grasping-jaw, having ears pivotally 
secured to said wire, and a spring - tongue 
adapted to cause a holding contact between 
said back-plate and said shell or casing, Sub 
stantially as and for the purposes set forth. 

7. In a clamping or holding device, a hold 
ing portion, consisting of a shell or casing 
having an inwardly-curved rim or bead, and 
a flexible covering arranged over said shell 
having its edges turned down over said rim. 
or bead, a wire arranged beneath said rim or 
bead and held therein by spring-contact, a co 
operating back-plate, forming a grasping-jaW, 
having ears pivotally secured to said wire, 
and a spring-tongue adapted to cause a hold 
ing contact between said back-plate and said 
shell or casing, substantially as and for the 
purposes set forth. 

8. In a clamping or fastening device, a hold 
ing portion, consisting of a shell or casing 
having an inwardly-curved rim or bead, and 
a flexible covering arranged over said shell 
having its edges turned down over said rim 
or bead, a ring or collet b in said shell or cas 
ing, having an inwardly - extending annular 
flange b', a wire arranged beneath said flange 
and held therein by spring-contact, a coöper 
atting back-plate, forming a grasping-jaW, hav 
ing ears pivotally secured to said Wire, and a 
spring-tongue adapted to cause a holding con 
tact between said back-plate and said shellor 
casing, Substantially as and for the purposes 
Set forth. 
In testimony that I claim the invention set 

forth above I have hereunto set my hand this 
18th day of January, 1897. 

GEO. B. ADAMS. 
Witnesses: 

FREDK. C. FRAENTZEL, 
WM. H. CAMFIELD, Jr. 
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