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To all whon, it nucly conce; to: 
Be it known that we, JAMES CADMAN and 

EDWIN MALLEY, subjects of the Queen of 
Great Britain, residing at Manchester, in the 
county of Lancaster, England, have invented 
a certain new and useful improvement in or 
applicable to the seats of tram-cars and other 
Vehicles, seats for gardens, public grounds, 
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decks of ships, and other exposed places, and 
for closets, of which the following is a full, 
clear, and exact description. 
This invention relates to seats such as are 

employed in exposed or public places. 
The object of this invention is to protect 

said seats from rain or dust when not occu 
pied, irrespective of any action on the part of 
the last user. We attain this object by the 
means hereinafter described, and as shown 
in the accompanying two sheets of drawings 
illustrating our invention. 

Figure 1 is an end view of a seat. Fig. 2 
is a sectional end elevation, Fig. 3 is a front 
view, and Fig. 4 is a plan, of the same. In 
each of these views the mechanism is shown 
in the position in which it would be placed 
when the seat is occupied and the back or 
cover thereby raised. Fig. 5 is a sectional 
end view of the same seat, showing the mech 
anism in the position it would be placed by 
the seat being vacated and said seat thereby 
automatically covered by the back. - 

In the views similar letters refer to similar 
parts. - 

In this invention we construct a seat or seats 
such as are or may be fitted to the outside of 
tram-cars or other vehicles, or seats such as 
may be employed in places of resort, gardens, 
cricket or like grounds, the decks of ships or 
other exposed places, and the seats of closets 
and the like, with backs or covers, as b, that 
are hinged, as at c, to the rear portion of the 
frame a. An angle-board dis attached to the 
bottom portion of the back, and said angle 
board has a catch-plate e fitted thereto. We 
connect a seat, as f, to the back portion of 
the frame C. by means of studs g or equiva 
lents, the front portion of said seat resting 
on springs, as j. We attach a bracket k to 
the under side of the front railf of the seat 

5.of and connect there with a lever l, which is 
fulcrumed on a rod n, that is supported be 
tween the two sides of the framea. We form 

the inner end of said lever with a jawl, formed 
so as to fit into the catch-plate e. The front 
portion of the seat when unoccupied will be 
raised a little by the springsi, as in Fig. 5, 
and the back or coverb, which when employed 
in exposed places is constructed so as to be 
waterproof, will lie down and cover the seat. 
In applying our invention when a seat is 

required to be occupied the back or cover b . 
is lifted, as shown in Fig. 1. The weight of 
the occupant depresses the springs i and 
causes the front of the seat f to be placed lin 
able with the front rail d' of the frame C. By 
these means the catch on the jaw end l of 
the leveriengages with the slote' in the catch 
plate e, that is fitted in the aforesaid angle 
board, thereby retaining and preventing the 
back or cover b from leaning forward against 
the back of the occupant if said occupant 
does not wish to sit in a back Wardly-reclin 
ing position. When the occupant rises and 
thereby takes the Weight off the seat, the 
springs f raise the front of the seat f, causing 
the catch l° of the jaw end l of the lever l to 
be disengaged from the catch-plate e of the 
angle-boardd, as in Fig. 5, and the upper mem 
ber of the jaw end l will strike the catch 
plate e and tilt the back b, and the backb 
will then fall down by its own weight and 
cover the seat f, irrespective of any attention 
on the part of the user. Seats such as here 
in before described may be made to accommo 
date two or more persons by extending the 
frame a to any length that may be required 
and duplicating or multiplying the seats f 
and the backs band the mechanism therefor. 
In the application of our invention to the 

seats of closets we place the hereinbefore-de 
scribed lever l to one side nearer to the frame 
a, so as to be clear of the aperture required 
in the seat for a closet, or two of said levers 
may be employed, one at each side of the 
aperture in the seat, the necessary adjuncts 
in either case being modified accordingly. 
Having described our invention, what we 

claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent, 
S-a- - 

1. In a seat, the combination with the seat 
frame; a seat pivoted therein, and a back 
pivoted to said frame and adapted to be folded 
upon said seat, of a locking-lever pivoted in 
said frame beneath the seat and engaging 
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said seat, a catch secured to the back and 
adapted to be automatically engaged by said 
locking-lever to lock the seat in position of 
use, substantially as described. 

2. In a seat, the combination with the seat 
frame, a seat pivoted therein, and a back 
pivoted to said frame and adapted to be folded 
upon said seat, of a locking-lever pivoted in 
said frame and engaging Said seat, a catch 
secured to the back and adapted to be auto 
matically engaged by said locking-lever when 
the seat is opened for use, and a spring in 
terposed between the seat and frame adapted 
automatically to disengage said catch and 
locking-lever to permit the folding of the back, 
substantially as described. 

3. In a seat, the combination with the seat 
frame, a seat pivoted therein, a spring inter 
posed between said seat and frame, and a 
back pivoted to said frame and adapted to be 

folded upon said seat and provided with a 
catch at its lower end, of a locking-lever piv 
oted between its ends in said frame beneath 
the seat and secured at one end to said seat 
and provided at its free end with a jaw, one 
member of which is constructed as a latch 
adapted to automatically engage the catch on 
the back when the seat is opened for use, and 
the other member of which is adapted to en 
gage said catch when the seat is vacated and 
thereby cause the folding down of the back 
upon the seat, substantially as described. 

In testimony whereof We have hereunto set 
our hands this 29th day of January, A. D. 
1897. 

JAMES CADMAN. . 
EDWIN MAILLEY. 

Witnesses: 
JAMES DEAS, 
THOMAS PRESCOTT. 


