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Claim. (CI. 150-52) 
This invention relates to a protective covering and a 

method of making the same. More particularly, it relates 
to a protective covering comprised of a plurality of bags 
fastened together. 
Many present day commercial firms such as construc 

tion companies as well as various individuals engaged in 
work Such as farming, receive considerable quantities of 
particulate materials like cement and fertilizer in bags of 
one form or another. In most instances these bags are 
disposed of as soon as their contents have been emptied. 
Heretofore, there has been little need for keeping such 
empty bags and in fact, their accumulation and the neces 
sity for their disposal in and of itself is a nuisance and 
problem. 

There quite frequently arises a need for a simple inex 
pensive protective covering such as to protect from the 
Weather building materials, farm machinery, etc., that 
are stored outside. The same firms and individuals who 
receive a considerable number of bags also are likely 
to have need for protective coverings particularly for 
temporarily protecting goods from rain, snow, etc. Farm 
ers, for example, use protective coverings to shelter ma 
chinery, cover small plots of produce crops, and the like, 
while construction firms likewise have need of them for 
Such uses as protecting equipment and building materials 
and for covering partially finished structures. Another 
possible use for protective coverings is as a decorative 
cover for a wall or other surface. 

It is an object of this invention to provide a protective 
covering formed by fastening together a plurality of bags 
after their contents have been removed. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a pro 

tive covering having an attractive design formed by fas 
tening together a plurality of decorated bags. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a bag 
having external fastening means disposed adjacent the 
periphery thereof to facilitate attachment to other bags 
or objects. 

Still another object of the invention is to provide a 
simple and inexpensive method of making a protective 
covering. 

Generally the invention broadly embraces forming a 
protective covering comprised of a plurality of empty 
bags with each bag having fastening means thereon to 
enable the bags to be connected together to form a con 
tinuous surface of an area determined by the number of 
bags that are connected together. The bags may be fas 
tened together by means such as mechanical fasteners, 
Snap fasteners, adhesive material, heat seals, etc. 

Other and more specific objects of the invention will be 
apparent from the detailed description that follows. 
The invention having been generally described, pre 

ferred specific embodiments will now be discussed in 
detail with reference to the accompanying drawing in 
which: 
FIGURE 1 is a fragmentary plan view of a protective 

covering constructed according to the principles of the 
present invention; 
FIGURE 2 is a sectional view of a snap fastening de 

vice taken on line 2-2 of FIGURE 1: . 
FIGURE 3 is a fragmentary plan view of a bag show 

ing the masking strip partially removed to expose an ex 
ternal adhesive fastening material that may be used for 
connecting bags together into a protective covering; and 
FIGURE 4 is a sectional view similar to FIGURE 2 
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showing a snap fastening device attached to only one wall 
of the bag rather than both walls. 
The protective covering, indicated generally by the 

reference numeral 10 in FIGURE 1, is constructed of a 
plurality of bags 11 fastened together to form a continu 
ous surface. The size of the protective covering 10 may 
be readily altered simply by varying the number of bags 
11 that are fastened together. 

Each individual bag 11 is comprised of a front wall and 
a back wall joined together along their edges. Of course, 
there are many bag constructions which incorporate ex 
pandable satchel-type edge folds to allow for full open 
ing of the bag to hold the particulate material which it is 
to contain and it will be appreciated that the invention can 
also be applied to this type bag construction. 

Preferably, generally rectangular bags are employed al 
though differently shaped bags, such as triangular bags 
may be utilized. The bags may be constructed of any 
convenient material such as cloth, paper or plastic. 

Exterior fastening means are provided on each bag 
adjacent the periphery thereof to facilitate attachment of 
the bag to other bags or objects. The fastening means 
may be of various types. In the case of mechanical fas 
tening devices, such as the well known snap fastener, a 
male element on one bag interlocks with a female ele 
ment on another bag to fasten the bags together. As 
shown in FIGURES 1 and 2, the mechanical fastening 
devices may be conventional snap fasteners 12 comprised 
of a male element 13 on one bag 15 which interlocks with 
a female element 14 on an adjoining bag 6. Although 
in FIGURE 2 the male and female elements 13 and 
4 are shown as secured through both the front and back 

walls of bags 15 and 16 respectively, it will be understood 
that the elements may be fastened to only one wall of the 
bag as shown in FIGURE 4. This is particularly advan 
tageous to avoid the material of the bag tearing from the 
fastening element when the bag is filled with particulate 
material such as could result with both walls of the bag 
being held by the element as is shown at 13 and 14 in 
FIGURE 2, 
Adhesive means also may be employed to fasten the 

bags together. In such an embodiment, as shown in FIG 
URE 3, an adhesive strip 17 is provided adjacent the pe 
riphery of each bag 11. Preferably the adhesive material 
is pressure sensitive and it is covered by an easily remov 
able masking strip 18 which protects the adhesive material 
while the bag is filled and handled for its original intended 
purpose. When it is desired to fasten two emptied bags 
together, the masking strips 18 are simply removed and 
the edges of the bags placed in overlapping relationship. 
with another bag edge to adhere thereto or two exposed 
adhesive strips 17 on adjacent bags may be placed in 
face to face contact to firmly join the abutting bag edges. 
Pressure is then applied to the overlapped edges to firmly 
fasten the bags together. 

Each of the bags may be provided with a decorative 
pattern on at least one wall thereof so that, when used 
alone or in combination as connected with other such 
bags, an attractive and pleasing appearance will be pre 
sented. The opposite wall of each of the bags may con 
tain other pertinent information such as identification 
labels, advertising, etc. 
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The method of making the protective covering essen 
tially comprises arranging a plurality of bags provided 
with external fastening means adjacent the periphery 
thereof in overlapping relation and fastening the bags. 
together with the fastening means. Where plastic bags 
are employed, they may be fastened together by placing 
the bags in overlapping relationship and thereafter heat 
Sealing them together along the intersection formed where 
each bag meets an adjoining bag. ... --- 
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Preferably the covering is constructed of empty bags 
which normally would be disposed of after being emptied. 
The instant invention thus provides a way of making bene 
ficial use of such bags rather than dispose of them. If 
desired, however, the bags used in constructing the cover 
ing may be filled with another material Such as, for ex 
ample, an insulating material. 
The protective covering of the instant invention is par 

ticularly adapted for use as a shelter device in the man 
ner of a conventional tarpaulin and also as a decorative 
covering for a wall or other surface. When used in the 
latter manner, the protective covering may be fastened 
to the wall or surface by nails, Staples, or other conven 
tional fastening means. For this purpose each bag addi 
tionally may be provided with reinforced areas adjacent 
the periphery thereof to receive the nails, staples or other 
conventional fastening means. 
While the invention has been described with particular 

reference to preferred specific embodiments, many other 
modifications may be made by persons skilled in the art, 
without departing from the scope of the invention de 
fined by the following claim. 

I claim: 
A protective article covering of variable size com 

prising 
a plurality of bags formed of flexible sheet material 

with each bag providing a predetermined surface cov 
ering area bounded by the bag perimeter, 
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said bags being arranged with the peripheral edges of 
adjacent bags overlapping such that a covering hav 
ing an area substantially equal to the Sum of the pre 
determined surface covering areas of the plurality 
of bags is formed, 

each of said bags including a front wall and a back wall 
joined together along their edges to provide double 
walls for said covering, 

and means disposed around substantially the entire 
perimeter of each bag fastening the overlapping edges 
of adjacent bags together, 

said means comprising an adhesive material normally 
covered by an easily removable masking strip, said 
Strip being removed to attach said bags together. 
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