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1. 

My invention relates to new and useful im 
provements in what is known as 'sides' or “bars' 
that are used by musicians when playing the 
Hawaiian steel guitar. 
AS is well known to musicians and others, when 

playing the guitar the way the Hawaiians play 
it, rather than pressing the strings with the fin 
gers against the frets, the player while plucking 
the Strings with one hand uses a small steel bar 
in the other hand and slides the bar up and 
down a string to thus provide a wailing note 
or notes, So that the pitch is changed gradually 
rather than producing a definite note which is 
produced when the Strings are pressed in the 
ordinary manner. 
As is also well known, these slides or steel bars 

are relatively heavy, and the musician's fingers 
may soon tire. Also, some musicians' fingers are 
not as Strong as the fingers of other musicians. 
One of the objects, therefore, of the present 

invention is to provide a bar for playing the steel 
guitar and other similar instruments whereby 
the Weight of the bar may be varied to suit the 
individual musician. 

Still another object of the invention is to 
provide a bar which includes what might be 
termed the handle, to which is removably fas 
tened a hollow bar or, more accurately, a hollow 
tube or cylinder which is closed at both ends but 
Open at its top So that lead shot or other Small 
pieces of metal may be placed within the cylinder 
until the desired weight is obtained, after which 
cotton or steel wool or fabric may be stuffed 
into the bar over the shot so that the bar and its 
handle is of a weight that may be more easily 
handled by the musician than the ordinary heavy 
steel bars now in use. 
With these and other objects in view, the in 

vention consists in certain new and novel ar 
rangements and combination of parts as will be 
hereafter more fully described and pointed out 
in the claims. 

Referring now to the drawings, showing a pre 
ferred embodiment, 

Fig. 1 is a side elevational view of my improved 
slide bar, 

Fig. 2 is a sectional view thereof, 
Fig. 3 is a perspective of the handle, and 
Fig. 4 is a perspective of the cylinder which 

is to be attached to the handle. 
Referring now more particularly to the sev 

eral views and, for the moment, to Fig. 1, there 
is shown the handle member 1, which is prefer 
ably formed or molded from plastic and sub 
Stantially rectangular in cross-section. Also, its 
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lower side edges 2 curve slightly inwardly to form 
what might be termed spring fingers or retain 
ing means. There is also provided a steel men 
ber in the shape of a cylinder 3, having closed 
ends A, which are hemispherical in outline as it 

i is with these ends of the bar that the strings 
are pressed so that the pitch of the string changes 
as the bar is moved up and down the finger 
board. By having the ends hemispherical, or, 
in other words, reduced in diameter, one string 

r can be touched without the bar touching the 
adjacent string. 
This cylinder 3 is preferably formed of stamped 

steel and highly burnished, is hollow, and is cut 
out along its upper surface as at 5. The side 
Walls are each turned OutWardly to form What 
might also be termed cooperating Spring fingers 
6, that are to be tightly engaged by the Spring 
fingers 2 of the handle piece . 
Thus, to apply the bar to the handle piece , 

the handle piece f may be held in the one hand 
and the tubular member 3 in the other hand, and 
the fingers placed in registry; and then inter 
fitted so that the handle and cylinder 3 as 
Sume the position shown in Fig. 1. 
However, before being inter-fitted, the cylin 

der 3 is to be filled or partially filled, preferably 
With small lead shot , or any other desired 
weighty medium, after which cotton 3, steel wool 
or other material may be stuffed within the cylin 
der 3 over the shot 7 and packed in So that the 
shot 7 Will not rattle or move around in the 
cylinder 3. 
In this way the musician can determine and 

change the weight of the bar or slide to suit his 
particular needs or fancy. If he finds that it's 
too heavy with the amount of shot he has put 
in, it's an easy matter to withdraw the cotton 8, 
empty some of the shot 7 out, and then pack in 
more cotton 8 to thus make the bar lighter. After 
the desired weight is determined, it will not be 
necessary to again separate the bar or handle 
throughout the life of the bar. However, should 
the bar rust or should the handle crack, a new 
part can be quickly Substituted. 
From the foregoing, it will be seen that I have 

provided a bar or slide to be used in playing the 
guitar or banjo or mandolin, Wherein the weight 
of the bar may be readily changed to accommo 
date the user. 
Many slight changes might be made without 

departing from the Spirit or scope of the inven 
tion. 

Having thus described my invention, what I 
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claim is new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent is: 

1. A slide bar for playing an Hawaiian guitar 
and the like, including a handle, a removable 
cylinder with rounded ends, and the cylinder 
provided with an opening to receive a filler to 
thereby add weight to the slide bar. 

2. A slide bar for playing an Hawaiian guital' 
and the like, including a handle, a hollow cylinder 
having an opening therein, cooperating means on 
the handle and on the cylinder for removably 
holding the parts together, and the cylinder 
adapted to be loaded with a desired amount of 
weighty material to thereby regulate the weigh 
of the slide bar. 

3. A slide bar for playing an Hawaiian guitar 
and the like, including a handle, a hollow cylin 
der rounded at its ends and haWing an Opening in . 
its upper surface, cooperating means on the han 
dle and on the cylinder for removably holding the 
parts together, and a removable weight in the 
cylinder. 

4. A slide bar for playing an Hawaiian guitar 
and the like, including a handle, a hollow cylinder 
rounded at its ends and having an opening in its 
upper surface, cooperating means on the handle 
and on the cylinder for removably holding the 
parts together, the cylinder being Weighted, and 
means also in the cylinder for preventing move 
ment of the weight with relation to the cylinder 
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4. 
and also to prevent the accidental removal of the 
said Weight. 

5. A slide bar for playing an Hawaiian guitar 
and the like, including a handle, a hollow cylinder 
rounded at its ends and having an opening in its 
upper surface, cooperating means on the handle 
and on the cylinder for removably holding the 
parts together, and a removable weight in the 
form of lead shot or the like in said cylinder and 
a stuffing means of lighter Specific gravity than 
the lead shot for holding the shot in place. 
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6. A slide bar for playing an Hawaiian guitar 
and the like, including a plastic handle, a hollow 
metal cylinder having rounded ends and an open 
ing in one of its Surfaces, Spring fingers along the 
lower edges of the handle and cooperating spring 
fingers on the cylinder to thereby hold the parts 
together, and the cylinder adapted to be weighted 
by filling or partly filling the same with a material 
of a relatively heavy specific gravity. 

JULES MILLER. 
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