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My invention relates to dredging cans and
particularly to a sifter top of the self-closing
type, the novelty residing in an adaptation of
the spring closing principle and in the ar-

s rangement and form of the parts.

An important object of the invention is the
provision of a self-closing sifter top of effi-
cient action and so constructed that the slid-
ing member will not stick when operated, or

10 be easily broken or out of order.

A further object of the invention is the pro-
vision of a sifter top consisting of inexpen-
sive, easily formed parts which will permit
production of the containers at low cost.

Numerous other objects and advantages of
the invention will be apparent as it is better
understood from the following description,
which, taken in connection with the accom-

15

panying drawings, discloses a preferred em- -

20 bodiment thereof.
Referring to the drawings,

- Figure 11s a perspective view of a dredge

top can in which my invention is embodied;

Fig. 2 is a top plan view, partially broken
28 away for better illustration;

Fig. 8 is a partial vertical section;

Fig. 4 is a top plan view of the slide; and

Fig. 5 is a top plan view of the upper per-
forated cover member.

The container body 11, as shown, is of
cylindrical form and is made of fiber with a
bottom end 12 permanently secured thereto
and a sifter top which forms the subject of
my invention and will now be described in
detail, ,

Said top comprises an inner metal mem-
ber 13 disposed within the mouth of the con-
tainer body. and having a flange 14 crimped
upon the upper edge of said body, the mate-
rial of said member, inwardly from said
flange, being disposed to provide a vertical
annular wall 15. A central opening 16 is pro-
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vided in said top member 138, the material -

45 about said opening being formed in an annu-
lar shoulder, or bead 17. Said shoulder or
bead 17 is of substantially the height of the
peripheral wall 15 and provides a guide for
the closing slide, as will hereinafter appear.

50 A perforated top member 18 is secured over

the member 18, having a depending flange 19

crimped upon the flange 14 of said member 13.
A slide 21 is provided between the top
members 18 and 18 and is formed with longi-
tudinal shoulders 22 and a transverse shoul-
der 23 adapted to contact with the shoulder
or bead 17 to guide said slide in its move-
ment and to hold it in desired relation. The
material adjacent the shoulders 22 and 23
is extended outwardly so that the body of
the slide is of general circular configuration,
being, however, cut away toward the front,
as indicated at 24, to permit the necessary
movement of said slide and to provide the
forward extension, or lip 25 which is turned
downwardly at the front at 26 (see Fig. 3)
to form a thumb-piece for operation of the
slide.
An important advantage of the construc-
tion just described, from a factory stand-
point, is the ease of assembly. The slide 21
may be positioned upon the extended neck 17
with the tongue 25 extending in any direction
and without taking time to align the parts in
any particular manner. The over-top 18
may then be applied by the operator with
his other hand, the complete assembling oper-
ation requiring much less time than with
other types of self-closing dredge cans of
which I am aware.

A wire spring 27 is carried at the rear of
the slide 21, being secured in place by means
of a lip 28 curled about said wire and formed
by slitting the material at the rear edge of
the slide, as indicated at 29 and 31. Said
spring 27 has its ends open at an angle 32
to provide forward extensions 33 adapted to
be disposed within and adjacent the annular
wall 15 of the top member 18. Said spring
serves to hold said slide normally in forward,
or closing position with the perforations 34
thereof out of alignment with perforations
85 in the upper top member 18. The flange
19 of said top member 18 is cut away, as
shown at 36 in Fig. 5, and the thumb-piece
25 of the slide 21 extends through the open-
ing thus provided into position to be engaged
by the thumb of the hand in which the con-
tainer is held. When pressure is exerted
upon said thumb-piece, the slide will move
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inwardly, tensioning the spring 27 against
the wall 15 until the perforations 34 in said
slide are brought into registration with the
perforations 85 in the top member 18. Upon
release of the thumb-piece, it will be evident
that the slide will be automatically projected
outwardly and the perforations 35 thereby
closed.

It is thought that the invention and many
of its attendant advantages will be under-
stood from the foregoing description, and it
will be apparent that various changes may
be made in the form, construction and ar-
rangement of the parts, without departing
from the spirit and scope of the invention, or
sacrificing all of its material advantages, the
form hereinbefore described being merely a
preferred embodiment thereof.

I claim: 7 :

1. A sifter top for containers, comprising
spaced -apart top members, the outer one-of
which is provided with sifter openings, a
perforated slide interposed between said
members and engaging and guided by the
sides of one of said top members, and a wire
spring carried by said slide at the rear end
thereof and having its ends bent forwardly
to ‘provide an elbow adapted to contact with
the peripheral edge of one of said top mem-
bers when ithe slide is pushed inwardly, said
spring being adapted to hold said slide mor-
mally in projected ‘position with the perfora-
tions therein out of registration with the
perforations in said top member :and per-
mitting retraction of ‘the slide under pres-
sure 'to bring said perforations into regis-
tration.

9. A sifter top for containers, comprising
spaced apart ‘top members, the outer one of
which is provided with sifter openings, a
perforated slide interposed- between said
members, and a transverse wire spring slid-
ably carried in a guideway formed in the
rear end ‘of said ‘slide and having its ends
bent forwardly to provide an elbow adapted
to contact with the peripheral:edge of one of
said top members when :the slide is pushed
inwardly, said spring being adapted to hold
said slide normally in‘projected position with
the perforations ‘therein -out of registration
with the perforatiens iin said top member
and permitting retraction of ‘the slide under
pressure to bring said ‘perforations into
registration. ‘

3. A sifter top for ccontainers, comprising
an inner cap ‘member secured ‘to the upper
edge of the container body and having an

outlét opening and an upstanding shoulder.

surrounding said opening, a second cap mem-
ber -disposed above said first-mentioned
member and having sifter openings therein,
a ‘perforated slide formed +with .depending
wall parts adapted to-engage said upstanding
shoulder asa guide, said slide having a por-
tion ithereof projecting from isaid cap mem-
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bers and forming a thumb-piece, and spring
means normally holding said slide in pro-
jected or closing position.

4. A sifter top for containers, comprising
an inner cap member secured to the upper
edge of the container body and having an out-
let opening and an upstanding shoulder sur-
rounding said opening, a second cap member
disposed above said first-mentioned member
and having sifter openings therein, a perfo-
rated slide formed with depending wall parts
adapted to engage said upstanding shoulder
as a guide, said slide having a portion there-
of ‘projecting from said cap members and
forming a thumb-piece, and a wire spring
connected centrally with the rear end of said
slide and having forwardly bent portions
forming elbows adapted to engage the ‘pe-
ripheral edge of one ‘of said wall members
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and to be compressed thereagainst when said ass

slide is 'moved inwardly.

5. A sifter top for containers, comprising
an inner cap member secured to the upper
edge of the:container body and having an out-
let opening and an upstanding shoulder sur-
rounding said opening, a second cap member
disposed above said first-menticned member
and having sifter ‘openings therein, and :a
perforated slide normally spring held in po-
sition -closing said openings and being yield-
able under pressure of the thumb, said slide
being guided by thesides of said shoulder in
its movement between said upstanding shoul-
der and said second top member.

6. A sifter top for containers, comprising
an inner cap member secured to the upper
edge of the containerbody and having an out-
let opening and :an upstanding shoulder sur-
rounding said opening,-a second cap member
disposed above said first-mentioned member
and having sifter openings therein, and a
slide -interposed between -said cap members
and engaging the sides of said upstanding
shoulder and adapted ‘to be accurately lo-
cated with respect thereto by said shoulder,
said slide having perforations normally -out
of registration with the perforations in said
second cap member-and-being yieldable under
pressure to bring said perforations inte regis-
tration.

1. A sifter top can, comprising a body wall,
an under cap member having .a shoulder fit-
ting within the body wall, and crimped over
to embrace the top edge of said body wall,
said under cap member being raised at its
center and in said raised portion having a
central opening, an outer cap member dis-
posed above said under cap member, having
its edge curled about the curl of the under
cap member-and the body wall and providing
within said-curl a substantially smooth, single
‘plane top surface, and ‘a slide having longi-

tudinal guiding shoulders and a part ex-
tending through the outer cap member and
-arranged between ‘the raised central part of
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the under cap member and the outer cap mem-
ber, said slide and outer cap member having
openings adapted to be brought into regis-
tration, a spring normally pressing said slide
to move said openings out of registration, the
part of said slide extending through the outer
cap member being adapted for engagement
to move the slide against the action of the
spring to bring the openings in the slide into
1o registration with the openings in the outer
cap member.

8. A sifter top can, comprising outer and
under cap members having openings there-
through, a slide arranged between said cap

15 members for opening and closing said open-
~ ings, said inner cap member and slide having
interengaging parts for guiding the slide, the
engagement between the slide and the under
cap member permitting accurate slide action
o independently of the circumferential posi-
tion of the slide with respect to the inner cap
member.
9. A sifter top for containers, comprising
an under cap member secured to the upper
; edge of the container body and having an out-
let opening therein, an over cap member hav-
ing sifter openings therein, and a slide dis-
posed between said cap members for opening
and closing said openings, said slide having
c> an extended operating part and being mov-
able transversely between said cap members,
irrespective of the circumferential position
of said operating parts with respect to the
under cap member.

&3 STANLEY H. LINDGREN.
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