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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, JosFPH. R. ABRAMS,
of Greenville, in the county of Butler and State
of Alabama, have invented a new and Im
proved Grave-Covering; and I do hereby de
clare that the following is a full, clear, and ex
act description of the same, reference being

had to the accompanying drawing forming a
part of this specification.
The invention relates to mounds erected
over graves; and consists in improving the
present construction thereof, as hereinafter
fully described, and pointed out in the claims.
Figure 1 is an end view. Fig.2 is a side ele
Vation. Fig. 3 is a plan view of plate D and
head-board.
A represents three arches of stone or metal,
extended across the ends and middle of a
grave, sunk in the ground so that their upper
faces at are about level with the surface. On
these I rest four inwardly-inclined plates, BB
and C C, which may be made of any suitable
material, separate for convenience in handling
and transportation, and may befitted together
like the plates of a stove, or in any other suit
able manner. D is another plate, preferably
Tectangular in shape, and supported on the
frame B. C. In this plate is cut an oval open
ing, d, and on the inner edge is excised or
formed, by a subjacent strip, E, an angular re
cess, d, with the inner faced. This plate is,
preferably, made in two longitudinal parts,
and may be channeled to make it as light as
possible. F is the head-plate, on which is in
scribed the name of the deceased in a recess, f,
or on a plain surface. This head-plate may be
fastened to the plate D by a bracket on each
side of the ends bolted to both plates; or it
may be attached in any Well-known Way.
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The arches A having been adjusted in posi
tion across the grave, the frame BC secured
in position over it, and the plate D sup
ported on the latter, the earth is filled into the
grave, and rounded over the aperture d. A
layer of hydraulic cement, containing embed
ded shells or any other ornamentation, is then
placed over the mound, resting with its edges
upon the face d, and being thus firmly and
immovably supported on the arches AAA,
made of masonry or metal.
By this construction the sinking of the loose
earth in the grave has no effect upon the super
posed and hardened artificial mound formed
by the cement.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let
ters Patent, is
1. The combination, with a cement or other
artificial grave-mound, of the plate D, sup
ported directly or indirectly upon subjacent
arches. A placed across the grave, as and for
the purpose described
v
2. The combination, with arches A and
plate D, of the intermediate frame B, as and
for the purpose described.
3. The plate D, constructed, as described,
! with oval recess d, to support therein the edges
of
the cement shell or mound with face d', as
set forth.
4. A grave-mound plate, D, having the head
plate F secured detachably, as and for the pure
pose specified.
J. R. ABRAMS.
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