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To all whom it may conceri:

Beit known thatI, DAvVID FLETCHER PAGE,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Al-
gernon, in the county of Gwinnett and State
of Georgia, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Animal-Traps; and I
do hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
which will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the same.

This invention relates to animal-traps; and
it has particular relation to that class de-
signed for trapping moles.

The object of the invention is to provide a
simple and improved trap of this character of
inexpensive and durable construction and
one which will possess advantages in point of
simplicity and general efficiency.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of atrap embodying myinvention. Fig.
2 is a vertical sectional view thereof. Fig.3is
a side elevation.

Corresponding parts in the figures are de-
noted by the same letters of reference.

Referring to the drawings, A designates the
frame, which comprises four uprights or tim-
bers B, which converge toward their upper
ends and are connected by horizontal eross-
timbers C. Upon the upper pair of the lat-
ter, and slightly to one side of their center, is
secured a board D, and to the intermediate

cross-timbers is secured a second correspond-

ing board E. The boards D and K are paral-
lel to each other and in the same vertical
plane, and at coincident vertical points there-
in said boards are each provided with a rect-
angular mortise d e, respectively.

1" designates a vertical bar rectangular in
cross-section and corresponding to and slid-
ing in the mortises d e. To the lower end of
thisbarissecured a gravity-block G, disposed
horizontally and longitudinally with relation
to the boards D and E. Projecting down-
wardly from the under face of the gravity-
hlock is provided a series of sharp spikes H,
the latter being located at each end of the
block. The central portion g of the block is
left vacant, the purpose of which will herein-
A pin fis passed transversely
through the upper end of the bar F to limit
the downward movement thereof,

_jecting directly across the track.

For operating the trap I provide an im-
proved construction of what is commonly
known asthe “figure 4’ device. Thelatterin
this instance comprises an upright I, having
a wedge-shaped upper end ¢. Engaging the
latter is a notch or shoulders, provided at the
under side of a piece J, the lower end of said
piece being beveled upon its outer side. The
upper notched end of this piece is also bev-
eled, as shown at 7/, and upon this end rests
the block G. For normally retaining the
gravity-block in elevated position a piece K
is employed, provided at one end upon its
upper side with a series of notches %, one of
which being engaged by the lower end of the
piece J. Ashoulderk’is formed on the piece
X at the side adjacent to the upright I, with
which itisengaged to retain the partsin place.
The piece KX is extended beyond the upright
I, as shown at X',

The operation and advantages of my inven-
tion will be readily understood by those skilled
in the art to which it appertains.

Thetrapisset withthegravity-blocklocated
above the mole-track, the operating device
beinglocated under the block andin the space
g, with the extension K’ of the piece K pro-
As thedirt
is raised by the mole in passing, the extension
K’ is elevated, thus releasing the piece J and
permitting the gravity-block to descend, the
spikes piercing the mole and securing the
same until removed from the trap. When
the trap is sprung, the parts forming the trip-
ping device fall within the space g and inter-
ference with the operation of the trap thus
obviated.

By setting the tripping wechanism above
the spikes the latter normally oceupy a posi-
tion close to the ground and the chances for
escape of the mole during the falling of the
block consequently reduced.

It will befurther obviousthatby construet-
ing the trap upon a larger seale it is readily
adapted for trapping other classes of burrow-
ing animals of greater size.

I claim as my invention—

In a trap of the class described, the combi-
nation, with the frame comprising the two
horizontal members provided with coincident
rectangular mortises, the vertically-moving
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“bar workinginthelatter,and thegravity-block
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carried at the end of said bar and provided
with a seriesof downwardly-projectingspikes,
of the tripping mechanism normally support-
ing the gravity-block between the series of
spikes and comprising an upright having a
wedge-shaped upper end, an obliguely -ar-
ranged piece having a notched or shouldered
upper end engaging the wedge-shaped end of
the upright and supporting the gravity-block,
and a horizontal piece provided at one end

464,880

with a series of notches adapted to be en-
gaged by the Iower end of said oblique piece
and with an intermediate shoulder engaging
the upright, substantially as and for the pur-
pose set forth.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses. _
DAVID FLETCHER PAGE.
‘Witnesses:
TrHOMAS MAEN HOUSE,
JOH. E. ELIAS ANDREW PUCKETT.
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