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To all, whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, CHARLESH. WAN WAG 

ONER, a citizen of the United States, residing 
at Homer, in the county of Calhoun and State 
of Michigan, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Wire-Tighteners; 
and I do declare the following to be a full, 
clear, and exact description of the invention, 
such as will enable others skilled in the art 
to which it appertains to make and use the 
same, reference being had to the accompany 
ing drawings, and to the letters of reference 
marked thereon, which form a part of this 
specification. 
This invention relates to certain new and 

useful improvements in tighteners for fence 
wires, and it has for its object to provide a 
device of this character which may be readily 
applied to the fence wire at any point and 
which will serve to tighten the wire and hold 
the same taut. The device is simple, and 
cheap of construction and in use it has been 
found to be effective. 
To these ends and to such others as the in 

vention may pertain the same consists in the 
peculiar construction, and in the novel com 
bination, arrangement and adaptation of 
parts, all as more fully hereinafter described, 
shown in the accompanying drawings, and 
then specifically defined in the appended 
claims. - 

The invention is clearly illustrated in the 
accompanying drawings, which with the let 
ters of reference marked thereon form a part 
of this specification, and in which drawings 

Figure 1, is a perspective view of my de 
vice, the same being shown as applied to a 
fence wire, as in actual use. Fig. 2, is a de 
tail in perspective of the twister, and Fig. 3, 
is a like view of the locking-key. 

Reference now being had to the details of 
the drawings by letter Adesignates the twister 
or tightener proper, which is made in a single 
casting and at one of its ends is provided with 
a squared portion B. The opposite end of 
the device is provided with a spool or drum 
C to receive the wire while the extreme end 
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of the spool is provided with a groove D for 
a use which will presently appear. Between 

5o the inner end of the spool and the squared 

portion B, is provided a round portion E and 
upon this rounded portion adjacent to the 
end of the spool, is provided a lug D'. 
G is the locking-key or lever consisting of 

the body portion Gone end of which is en- 55 
larged and provided with a circular opening 
G' of a diameter corresponding with the di. 
ameter of the portion E of the tightener, and 
the outer edge of this circular opening is pro 
vided with a series of notches g, g, for a pur- 6o 
pose which will presently appear. The oppo 
site end of the locking-key or leveris provided 
with an arm H which is bent at right angles 
to the body portion and at its free end is pro 
vided with the cross-bar or head H' the ends 65 
of which extend for a short distance beyond 
the side edges of the arm. 

In use the fence wire to be tightened is 
placed in the groove D, the locking-lever or 
key is placed over the square end of the tight- to 
ener, and by the use of a wrench the tightener 
is rotated, thus winding the slack of the wire 
upon the spool. When the wire has been thus 
tightened the locking key is pressed against 
the end of the spool, the arm Hengaging the 75 
Wire, as shown in Fig. 1, of the drawings, while 
the lug D' engages one of the notches g of 
the locking-key. It will thus be seen that the 
Wire may by the use of my device be quickly 
tightened, and that it may be securely held at 8o 
any desired point. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim to be new, and desire to secure by Jet 
ters Patent, is 
In combination, the twister having one of 85 

its ends angular to receive a wrench, and car 
rying a Spool having a groove D in its outer 
end and lug Dupon its opposite end, and the 
locking key or lever having a circular open 
ing at one of its ends to engage the rounded 
portion of the twister, notches to engage the 
lug D and arm H to engage the fence wire, 
substantially as described. 
In testimony Whereof Iaffix my signature in 

presence of two witnesses. 
CHARLES H. WAN WAGONER, 

Witnesses; 
MARGARETARTHUR, 
W. W. SNIDER 
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