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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, GEORGE L. WITSIL, of
Camden, in the county of Camden and State
of New J ersey, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Button-Hooks; and I
do hereby declare that the following is a full,

" clear, and exact description thereof, reference
- being had to the accompanying drawings,and
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to the letters of reference marked thereon,
which form part of this specification, in which—
Figure 1 is a view of a gaiter-boot, showing
the button-hook applied for buttoning the flap.
Fig. 2 is a top view of the button-fastener.
The objeect of this invention is to improve
button-hooks which are especially adapted for
buttoning the flaps of shoes, and also for bat-
toning gloves; and the nature of myinvention
consists in so carving the wire of a hooked
button-fastener that the buttons can be ad-
justed into the button-holes without either in-
juring the button attachments or the button-
holeg, as will be fully understood from the
following description, when taken in counec-

~tion with the annexed drawings.

1t is well known that simple curved hooks
hate been used for buttoning gloves and shoe-
laps, and it is also well known that several
attempts have been made to improve said
hook, all of which I disclaim as my invention,

The letter C designates the straight shank
of the button-hook, “hlch is provided with a
suitable handle. This shank has formed on it
a eurved hooking portion, A, set at an obtuse
angle to the shank, an - arc, a, which is at
rlght angles to the shank, a curve, b, which is
0pp0s1te to the hooking portion A, and an S-

shaped hook, ¢ D, which is directed toward
the handle. Al of these curves are necessary
to effect the object above named.

To nse my improved button-fastener I com-
mence by passing the hooked end of the shank
through the batton-hole, keeping the hook di-
rected toward the toe of the boot. The but-
toner will naturally adjust itself toward the
curve A, the point will protrude through the
button- hole, and by a simple tarn of the in-
strament the button will be inserted through
the button-hole. I do mnot necessarily intro-
duce the hook bodily through the button-hole.
I may leave a protruding portion, which will
serve as a guard for preventing the tearing of
the ends of the button-hole. I also utilize the
sides of the button-holes as purchases for en-
abling me to draw the button-head through
the same. '

.. Having described my invention, I claim as
new and desiie to secure by Letters Putent—

An improved button-hook, consisting of the
straight shank C, the carved pmtlon A, formel
at an obtuse a,ntr]e to the shank, the ar(, formed
at a right antrle to the shank, the ecarve b, and
the S- shaped hook ¢ D, dlrerted toward the
handle of the mstrument, all coustructed and
adapted to operate substantially in the man-
ner and for the purposes described.

In testimony that I elaim the foregoing as
my own [affix my signature in presence of two
witnesses.

- GEO. L. WITSIL.

Witnesses : '
D. SoMERS RISLEY,
SALLIE RISLEY.
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