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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, THEODORE P. BROWN,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Worcester, in the county of Worcester and
State of Massachusetts, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Music-Desks
for Pianos; and I do hereby declare that the
following is afull, clear, and exact deseription
thereof, which, in connection with the draw-
ings making a part of this specification, will
enable others skilled in the art to which my
invention belongs to make and use the same.

My invention relates to mechanism for
opening and closing the music-desk of an up-
right piano, and more particularly in com-
bining with the music-desk and fall-board
intervening mechanism whereby the opening
and closing of the fall-board will open and
close the music-desk.

My invention consistsin certain novel fea-
tures of construction and operation of the
fall-board, music-desk, and intervening mech-
anism, as will be hereinafter fully deseribed,

‘and the nature thereof indicated by the

claims.

Referring to the -drawings, Figure 1 is a
vertical sectional view of a piano-case with
my improvements applied thereto, and shown
in the position they ocenpy when the music-
desk is closed and not in use; and Fig. 2 cor-
responds with Fig. 1, exeept my improve-
ments are shown in the position they occupy
when the music-desk is open. :

In the accompanying drawings, 1 is a por-
tion of the case of an upright piano of any
well-known construection.

2 is the fall-board, substantially L-shaped
in-cross-section and constructed and operated
in the ordinary way, being hinged near its
baseat its rear part and adapted to'be opened
backward and to turn about ninety degrees
on its hinge. The front portion 2’ of the fall-
board 2 is made separately from the rear por-
tion and hinged thereto in the-ordinary way
and is adapted to be raised and turned back
on its hinge to rest on the back portion of the
fall-board, as shown by dotted lines, Fig. 1,
hefore the fall-board is opened to expose the
keys 3,all in the ordinary way in upright pi-
anos as usnally constructed. When the por-
tion 2’ of the board is thus folded back, each
portion of the board is of the same width,

whereby, when itis turned on its hinge, which
is located substantially vertically beneath the
front of the ledge 11 of the case, the space be-
tween the ledge and the keys will be closed
by the upper or front portion of the board.

- The musie-desk 4 is adapted to swing out
from the casing and is hungon a pin 5 in
the side of the case, preferably by means of a
block 6, secured to the back of the music-
desk near its upper part. The block 6 has a
slot 7 therein, into which the pin 5 extends.
1t will be understood that there are two blocks
6, one on each side or end of the music-desk
4, and also two supporting-pins 5. The blocks
6 and supporting-pins 5 are so placed rela-
tively to the music-desk 4 that when the mu-
sic-desk is opened the upper part thereof
will swing within the case and the lower part
outside of the case, asshownin Fig.2 Within
the case, back of the fall-board 2, is pivoted
on a pin 8 a lever 9. The lever 9 is pivoted
near its center and is preferably made in one
part and of the shape shown in the drawings,
with its upper end adapted to press and bear
against the inner surface or rear side of the
music-desk 4 atitslowerpartand its lower end
adapted to extend into the path of the upper
part of the fall-board 2,when said fall-board is
opened or tilted back on its hinge,asshown in
Fig.2. The lowerend of the lever is entirely
disconneeted from the fall-board and has its
front portion inelined toward the board, so
that when it is forced back by the upper por-
tion of the board it swings downward until
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it is substantially on a horizontal line with

the hinge of the fall-board. This permits of
the upper portion of the fall-board assuming
a substantially horizontal position between
the hinge and the lower end of the lever,
which locks thelever in its rear position and
also prevents the pressure of a heavy book
upon the rack from moving the leverand clos-
ing the fall-bLoard over the keys.

The operation of the lever 9,in connection
with the music-desk 4 and fall-board 2, will
be readily understood by those skilled in the
art. When it is desired to open the music-

desk 4 to place the sheets of music thereon,
the lower edge of the sheets preferably rest-
ing against the beading or projection 10 on
the piano-case, it is only necessary to open
the fall-board 2, for the opening of the fall-
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board will cause the upper end of the upper
surface of the ledge 11 of the lever 9 to be
pushed out, as shown in Fig. 2, and said le-
ver will push thelower part of the music-desk
ont, and thus open the same and also hold it
open. 'When the music-desk 4 isopened, the
upper part of the fall-board 2 will bear against
the lower end of the lever 9 and hold said
lever in position with its upper end holding
the music-desk open, and the weight of the
music-desk 4, resting against the upper end
of the lever 9, will hold said lever firmly,
thus preventing any jar or rattle when the
piano is in use. When the fall-board 2 is
moved out of engagement with the lever 9
and closed, as shown in Fig. 1, the weight of
the music-desk 4, resting against the upper
end of the lever 9, will swing said lever on
its pivot-pin 8 and cause it to return to its
normal position. (Shown in Fig. 1.)

I am aware that prior to myinvention mu-
sic-desks of upright pianos bave been oper-
ated by the opening and closing of the fall-
board through intervening mechanism, and
therefore I do not broadly claim the same.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1. In a piano, the combination, with the
case provided with aledge, of a substantially
L-shaped fall-board pivotally secured near its
base within the case substantially below the
front edge of theledge, each arm or portion of
theboardbeing adapted topassunder theledge
and thereby close the space between the ledge
and the keys when it is closed or open, a le-
ver pivotally secured at the rear of the fall-
board, with its lower end en tirely discon-
nected from but in the path of and adapted
to be engaged by the upper portion of the
fall-board when the fall-board is opened, and

a music-desk in the front of the case adapted
to be operated by the lever, substantially as
set forth.

2. In a piano, the combination, with the
case, of a substantially L-shaped fall-board
pivotally secured therein near its base, the
front portion of the board being hinged and
adapted to be folded so as to pass under the
ledge of the case and close the space between
the ledge and the keys whether the fall-
board be open or closed, a lever pivotally se-
cared at the rear of the board, the lower end
of which is inclined and projects toward the
board and is adapted to be engaged by and
forced back by the upper portion of the fall-
board, said upper portion of the board being
in a straight line between the end of the le.
ver and the hinge of the board, whereby the
lever is locked in its rear position, and a mu-
sic-desk in the front of the case adapted to
be operated by the lever, substantially asset
forth. :

3. In a piano, the combination, with the
case, the ledge of which is provided with &
bead at the front edge of its upper surface, of
a4 musice-desk pivotally secured within the
case, the upper portion of which is adapted to
swing backintothe caseand thelower portion
is adapted to swing out over the ledge and
coact with the beaded ledge to form a sup-
port for the wmusic, a lever pivotally secured
within the case, the upper end of which is
adapted to engage with and operate the desk,
and a fall-board adapted to engage with the
lower end of the lever, substantially as set
forth.

THEODORE P. BROWN.

Witnesses:
Joun C. DEWEY,
JOHN POWERS.
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