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o all whom it mais concern :

Be it known that I, SETH GRIFFIN, a citizen
of the United States residing at New York
city, in the county of New York and State of

5 New York, have invented certain new and

useful Improvements in Tracks or Road-Beds;

and I do hereby declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact description of the inven-
tlon, sueh as will enable others skilled in the
1o art to which it appertains to make and use the
same, reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, and to lettels or figures of refer-
ence marked thereon, which form a part of
this specification. )
My invention relatesto tracks or roadways
whereon horses are driven or speeded, as in
driving-parks or race-courses; and it consists,
essentnlly, in an improved.ma-nner or method
of constructing said tracks, wherein I employ
20 grass sod, turf, or peat, arranged in layers or
courses, and ad%pted to rest upon a subsoil,
loam, gravel, or any other suitable founda,
tion, the qaxd courses of sods, &c., being cov-
ered on top with a thin layer of loam or other

25 equivalent material, thereby producinga road-
bed or track having elastic properties.

In the annexed sheet of drawings, Figure 1
represents ‘in vertical longitudinal section a
portion of my improved ’craelx, showing sods

30 placed edgewise and resting upon a loam foun-
dation and covered with alayer of loam. Fig.
2 represents a plan view of the same, wit-h a
portion of said loam covering removed, show-
ing the courses of sods placed transversely

35 with the track. Figs. 3 and 4 represent views
similar to the foregoing, except that the said
courses are placed in rows diagonally with
the track. Fig. 5 represents a sectional view,
showing a modification in construction, where-

40 in the sods, &c., are placed flatwise or hori-
zontal and 1n layers to form the track. Tig. 6
represents a plan view of the same, aiso show-
ing a portion of the top covering removed.

The following is a detailed description of

45 my invention and the manner of constructing
the same.

A in the drawings represents portions or
sections of atrack adapted to be used in speed-
ing horses, and consisting of the foundation b,

15

of loam or other suitable material,which islev- so
eled off to receive the courses or layers s of
sods or other fibrous material, the whole being
covered with a thin layer, ¢, of loam or eqmv~
alent dressing.

The object of my invention is to plOdHCG & 55
track that is elastic, and which possesses in &
certain degree the properties of a spring. Te
this end I make the foundation b of loam, &e.,
as above referred to, according to the nature
and condition of the ground as found in the 6o
different sections of country where the track
is to be constructed and located, when, after
leveling said foundation, I take pieces of grass
sods s—say about ten inches squar e———ﬁ onl
which theloose earth hasbeenshalken,and place 65
them edgewise and vertical, or nearly so, rest:
ing upon the prepared surface b, the lay“ers or
courses being arranged across the width-of the
track, as fully shown in Figs.1 and 2, the lat-
ter view showing the sods’ funnoed to “break 70
Jomts” with each other in ‘ﬂtel nate rows.

&' represents the grass side, and s* the root or
fiber side, of said sods. Inthearrangement of
them I place the backs * of one row against
the front s’ of the adjoining row, and so on 75
continuously, after which the top exposed
edges of the sods s are completely covered
with a layer, ¢, of loam or other suitable dress-
ing, when, now, the whole surface of the track
is somewhat compacted or compressed by So
means of a heavy roller, which operaticn
serves to knit the roots and fibers of the sods,
&ec., more firmly together, and at the same
time fills the interstices thereof with said top-
dressing, «, when, finally, the said surface ¢ is 83
planed or shaved by suitable means, thereby
reducing and removing all former inequalities
in its surface and leaving a smooth, unbroken,
and elastic road-bed or track.

In Figs. b and 6 I have represented a modi- go
fied construction of the track, wherein the sods
are shown resting flatwise upon the base or
foundation b, the several courses or layers ar-
ranged to overlap or break joints, as shown.

I prefer placing the grass side uppermost in g3
each course, the top layer thereof being adapt-
ed to be covered with the loam or dressing «,
as before deseribed. ¢ represents simply an
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edging- strlp which may be permanently se-
cured along the inner and: outer edges of the
track to confine the sodded portion Thereof.

I do not confine myself to any particular ar:
rangement of the layers or courses of sods; &ec.,
as they may be placed longitudinally, trans-
versely, or diagonally with the length of the
road or track; or even sods of irregular sizes
and outlines can be used.: ' :In the:latter case
the sods are dumped upon the prepared foun-
dation, and then partially leveled off to:-obtain
a proper depth or thickness, the whole being
now covered with loam, &ec., as before.

I contemplate the use of peat.or other fibrous
formations in lieu of the grass sods: s for: the

~purposes of my invention.

Among other advantages possessed: or in-
cluded in my invention it is practically found
that horses can trot with greater: ease appar-
ently and make better speed on:tracks: of my
construetion as compared with the heavy:and
hard-rolled tracks heretofore in use. ' Horses
having sore feet, or slightly lame even, can be
urged around' my improved: track to advan-
tage.

It will be observed that a horse in:speeding
over this track will receive a slight impulse
at each step or impression: thereon, due to the
elastic reaetion inherent:in my improved con-
struetion, and at the same time affording a
secure and firm footing to the horse, yet, how-
ever, not rigid' enough tc produce a jar and
strain upon the animal as common with tracks
in general use.

. Having thus deseribed my invention, what 35
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. In the track or road-bed herem described,
having a suitably-prepared” foundation, the
combination therewith of grass sods, turf 0i™Ngo
peat Adapted to rest upon said founch‘bxon,
and furtheradapted to be covered with loam
or other suitable top-dressing, substantially as
and for the purpose set forth.

2. An elastie track or road-bed ecomposed 45
of layers or eourses of sods, peat, or other anal-
ogous- substance, when arranged and adapted
for use substantially as herem set forth.

3. The: improved ' process in- constructing
tracks herein described, wherein grass sods, 50
turf, .or peat are adapted to rest upon a suit-
ably-prepared fonndation or base, the upper
edges or courses of said sods, &e., being cov-
ered with loam er other equivalent material,
substantially as shown and specified. 53

4. Thetrack or road-bed A hereindescribed,
consisting: of the prepared foundation:d, sods
or turfs s, and top eovering; «, the whole: com-
bined and arranged to produee an elastic or
springy . track, substdntlallv as  shown - and 60
qpeuﬁed

In testimony whereof I have affixed my sig-
nature in presence of two witnesses.

SETH GRIFFIN,
Witnesses:

Wi R. DUTEMPLE,
Gro, H. REMINGTON,




