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To all whom it may concerm.® .

Be it known that we, Arperr T. Wmiss
and Pmrr H. Yawmax, of the city of
Rochester, in the county of Monroe and
State of New York, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Follower-
Blocks for Paper-Filing Devices; and we do
hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear,” and exact description of the same,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of the specifica-
tion, and to the reference-numerals marked
thereon.

Our present invention relates to document
files and kindred devices designed for the
purpose of maintaining papers, documents,
index cards and similar articles in a secure
and orderly manner and usually in a vertical
position, and it has for its object to provide
a follower for use in connection therewith
to compress the articles and hold them in
the desired manner upon the support or
within the receptacle employed, and a se-
curing device for such follower controlled
by means readily accessible to the operator
and strong and positive in its action, where-
by the follower may be fixed at different
relative positions upon the support and thus
be adapted to use with varying quantities
of papers.

Yurther objects of our invention are to
generally promote the efficiency of a device
of this nature, at the same time maintaining
its simplicity of structure and reducing the
cost of production.

To these and other ends the invention
consists in certain improvements and com-
binations of parts all as will be hereinafter
more fully described, the novel features be-
ing pointed out in the claims at the end of
the specification. . )

In the drawings: Figure 1 is a longitu-
dinal central sectional view of a filing re-
ceptacle and follower therefor embodying
our improvements.
rear view of the follower, showing the
clamping device in rear elevation and the
track or guide in section. Fig. 8 is a ver-
tical section on the line 3—3 of Fig. 2.
Fig. 4 is a horizontal section on the line
44 of Fig. 2, and Fig. 5 is a bottom plan
view of the clamp showing the arrangement
of the track or guide engaging portions.

Tig. 2 is a fragmentary.

Similar reference numerals in the several
figures indicate similar parts.

Tn devices of the character indicated, it 1s
desirable that the control of the securing
means be readily accomplished by the fin-
gers of the operator at the same time the top
of the follower is grasped to move it within
the receptacle and preferably by substan-
tially the same movement. To this end we
employ two relatively movable members en-
gaging upon opposite sides of the track or
guiding element, which is clamped between
them by the action of a lever arranged ab
the top of the follower board and having a
short range of movement in a plane extend-
ing in the direction of movement of the
follower.

Referring now to the drawings, in which
similar reference numerals indicate similar
parts, 1 represents a_receptacle and, in the
present instance, a drawer such as is used
for the filing of papers and 2 is a follower
block or board for preserving the order and
arrangement of a varying number of such
articles placed therein and holding them in
vertical position, said follower being mov-
able longitudinally of the receptacle and
provided preferably with a cut-away por-
tion 3 at the top. On the bottom 4 of the
receptacle is arranged a track or guide 5
which we have shown, in the present in-
stance, to comprise a metal strip arranged
in a groove or channel 6 and having its
lateral edges doubled over to form hori-
zontal but separate flanges 7. On the rear
side of the follower is secured as by the
screws 8 an angular plate or member 9 ex-
tending rearwardly from the face thereof,
and having a forward projection 10 seated
in a kerf in the bottom of the follower as a
further connection and to provide means for
properly spacing the follower from the bot-
tom of the receptacle in assembling. The
projecting portion of this plate is bent at
its lower end to form lateral extensions 11
engaging upon the under sides of the flanges
7 of the track or guide. Extending upon
opposite sides of the member 9 is a U-shaped
plate 12 similarly provided with extensions
13 which bear upon the top of the flanges

7 of the track. These two plates are joined

for relative vertical movement by means of
pins 14 and 15 extending between the op-
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posed portion of the plate 12 and through
slots 16 in the intermediate portion 10 of
the plate 9 forming guides. The upper end
of the member 9 projects above the corre-
sponding portion of the member 12 and is
provided with a horizontal slot 17 and a
laterally projecting flange 18 arranged ad-
jacent thereto, preferably by forming up
the material partially removed in cutting
the slot. Pivoted on’the pin 14 to operate
toward and from the follower and in the
direction of movement of the latter, is a
lever 19 comprising parallel arms extending
upon opposite sides of both of the members
9 and 12 and a finger piece 20 arranged op-
posite the cutaway portion 8 of the follower,
Extending between the arms of the lever is
a pin or member 21 projecting within and
fitting closely the slot 17 in the member 9,
which slot is preferably so arranged as to
offer an abutment at one end to prevent the
pin from moving beyond the perpendicular
of the pivotal center in one {preferably the
rearward) direction. The upper end of the
plate 9 is offset to permit the accommoda.-
tion of the flange 18 between the arms of
the lever, as shown in Fig. .

When the parts are in the position shown
in Fig. 3, that is, with the lever extending
angularly toward the follower, the pin 21
being the fulerum, is at the forward end of
the slot 17 at its lowermost horizontal plane
of movement and the member 12 is raised by
the arms 6f the lever, the extensions 13 be-
ing out of contact with the track permitting
the follower to be moved freely within the
receptacle. TUpon the lever being moved
rearwardly the pin 21 slides in the slot 17
in engagement with the flange or projection
18 forcing the extensions downwardly into
firm engagement with the track, in opposi-
tion to the reactionary pressure of the ex-
tension 11 of the plate 9, the limit of move-
ment being reached when the pin is above
the pivotal connection 14 or in its highest
horizontal plane of movement and abutting
the end of the slot, which prevents it from
again lowering and releasing the parts.

It will be observed that the lever or con-
trolling means for the clamping devices is
actuated in the same direction in which the
follower slides and can be operated by prac-
tically the same movement, while the fact
of its piyotal point being high with refer-
ence to the follower and itg range of move-
ment short, it is at all times within easy
reach of the fingers of the operator on the

‘hand with which the follower is at the same

In addition to

time being manipulated.
affected by an

this, the lever can never be

engagement with the rear wall of the re-
ceptacle as the clamping members will first
come in engagement therewith upon con-
tinued rearward movement and sil] allow
the lever room for operation.

983,961

We claim as our invention:

1. In a securing device for followers, the
combination with a receptacle having a
track or guide in the bottom thereof, and a
follower movable in the receptacle, of a ver-
tically extending plate secured to the fol-
lower to project at an angle from one face
thereof and engaging upon one side of the
track, a second plate arranged adjacent to

the first to extend longitudinally thereof and -

engaging upon the opposite side of the
track, vertical guides for the movable merr.
ber and a lever having its plane of move-
ment extending in the same direction as the
track pivoted to one of the members and
engaging the other to effect their relative
movement.

2. In a securing device for followers, the
combination with a receptacle having a
track or guide in the bottom thereof, and a
follower movable in the receptacle, of a
plate, provided with a slot, secured to the
follower to extending angularly thereto and
engaging upon one side of the track, a mem-
ber movable relatively to said plate and en-
gaging upon the opposite side of the track
and a lever having its plane of movement
extending in the direction of the track, piv-
oted to the member and provided with a pro-
jection extending within the slot in the plate.

3. In a securing device for followers, the
combination with a receptacle having a
track or guide in the bottom thereof and s
follower movable in the receptacle, of a
member secured to the follower, and engag-
ing upon one side of the track, a ‘second
member movable relatively to the first en-
gaging upon the opposite side of the track,
one of said members being provided with a -
slot and a flange arranged adjacent thereto,
and a lever pivoted to the other member
having a projection extending within the
slot and adapted to engage the flange when
the lever is operated. :

4. In a securing device for followers, the
combination with a receptacle having a
track or guide in the bottom thereof and a
follower movable in the receptacle, of a
plate secured to the follower to extend angmu-
larly therefrom and engaging upon one side
of the track, a U-shaped plate movable rela-
tively thereto extending on opposite sides
thereof and engaging upon the opposite side
of the track and a lever pivoted to one of
said plates and engaging the other to effect
their relative movement.

5. In a securing device for followers, the
combination with a receptacle having a
track or guide in the bottom thereof and a
follower movable in the receptacle, of a ver-
tically extending plate secured to the fol-
lower to project at an angle from one face
thereof and having an end portion engaging
upon one side of the track, a second plate ar-
ranged adjacent to the first to extend lon-
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gitudinally thereof and engaging upon the
opposite side of the track, one of said mem-
bers being provided with a vertical slot, a
pin on the other extending within said slot
to guide the members during their relative
movement and means for moving the mem-
bers relatively.

6. In a securing device for followers, the
combination with a receptacle having a
track or guide in the bottom thereof and a
follower movable in the receptacle, of a
plate secured to the follower and engaging

e

~upon one side of the track, a U-shaped plate

15

20

arranged to extend upon opposite sides
thereof and a lever having arms extending
upon opposite sides of both members piv-
oted to one of them and engaging the other
to move them relatively.

7. In a securing device for followers, the
combination with .a receptacle having a

983,961
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track or guide in the bottom thereof and a
follower movable in the receptacle, of a
member carried on the vear face of the fol-
lower and engaging upon one side of the
track, a second member movable relatively

| to the first and engaging upon the opposite

side of the track and a-lever carried by the
follower for effecting the relative movement
of the members and having its range of
movement extending in the direction of
movement of the follower and included be-
tween the plane of the front face of the
latter and that of the rear face of the mem-
bers.
ALBERT T, WEISS.
PHILIP H. YAWMAN.
Witnesses:
Russeprrn B, GRIFrFITH,
Warter B. Paynz.
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