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57 ABSTRACT 
A capo for the fifth string of a five string banjo com 
prising an elongated guide bar which is mounted flush 
against the side of the banjo's neck laterally adjacent 
the fifth string, a body slidably mounted on the bar, a 
lever arm pivotally supported by said body, one end of 
which extends over the fifth string and means for rais 
ing the other end of the lever arm whereby said one 
end is pivoted down against the fifth string exerting 
enough pressure thereon to effectively capo it. 

8 Claims, 3 Drawing Figures 
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CAPO FOR FIVE STRING BANJO 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
1. Field of the Invention 5 
This invention is a capo for the fifth string of a five 

string banjo. 
2. Description of the Prior Art 
In order to play a five string banjo in certain keys it 

is necessary to capo (i.e., shorten the effective length 10 
of) the fifth string. For other keys it is highly desirable 
to capo the fifth string. 
Various means have been used previously to capo the 

fifth string of a five string banjo. Perhaps the earliest 
was to simply affix a small hook behind one or more of 15 
the frets, usually the seventh, ninth and tenth frets, and 
to simply thread the string through the desired hook. 
Unfortunately, the use of such hooks is inconvenient in 
that the string must be retuned after it is removed from 
the hook. Also, such hooks interfere with the fretting 20 
action on the fifth string and often pull out while in use. 
Another means was a serpentine bar attached in spaced 
relationship to the edge of the banjo neck laterally ad 
jacent the fifth string with an arm riding thereon which 
extended out over the fifth string. The low points on the 25 
bar were spaced such that they generally aligned with 
the frets so that as the arm was slid along the bar it con 
tacted and depressed the string at each fret. Such de 
vices generally put insufficient pressure on the fifth 
string to effectively capo it. Also, in order to move the 30 
arm from one position to another the arm had to be 
worked across all the intermediate valleys and ridges in 
the bar. Yet another device consisted of a straight bar 
attached in spaced relationship to the edge of the banjo 
neck laterally adjacent the fifth string on which a wire 35 
spring was attached. The spring extended from the bar 
and into contact with the fifth string, employing spring 
tension to depress the string. This latter device was gen 
erally inadequate because the amount of spring tension 
needed to firmly capo the string made the wire spring 9 
difficult to slide on the bar. Use of a low tension spring 
resulted in ineffective capoing of the fifth string-giv 
ing a "plickety-plick' sound. Also, the spaced relation 
ship of the bar and the banjo neck made it more diffi 
cult to grip the neck at the fifth string position. 
Accordingly, the basic object of this invention is to 

provide a capo for the fifth string of a five string banjo 
which exerts sufficient pressure on the fifth string to ef. 
fectively capo it and which is also easily adjustable 
along the length of the fifth string. 
A secondary object of this invention is to provide 

such a capo which does not interfere with gripping the 
banjo neck. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 55 

The present invention is a capo for the fifth string of 
a five string banjo comprising an elongated guide bar 
which is mounted on the side of the banjo neck laterally 
adjacent the fifth string, a body slidably mounted on 
the guide bar, a lever arm pivotally supported by the 
body, one end of which extends out over the fifth 
string, and means for releasably raising the other end 
of the lever arm whereby said one end is pivoted down 
against the fifth string. 
Preferably the guide bar is mounted flush to the neck 

side so that it does not interfere significantly with grip 
ping the neck. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The drawings illustrate an embodiment of the capo of 
this invention in which 

FIG. 1 is a dimetric view of the capo mounted on a 
five string banjo including a removed view of the capo 
in detail; 
FIG. 2 is a sectional view taken along line 1-1 of 

FIG. 1; and 
FIG. 3 is a sectional view taken along line 2-2 of 

FIG. 2. 

DETALED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

As illustrated in FIG. 1 the capo is mounted on a five 
string banjo, generally designated 10. Specifically, it is 
mounted on the neck 11 of banjo 10 on the side 12 
thereof laterally adjacent the fifth string 13 of the 
banjo. 
The capo includes an elongated guide bar 14 of trap 

ezoidal or dovetail cross section (FIG. 2) having holes 
15 at its end and middle. Guide bar 14 is mounted with 
its short base flush against side 12 just below edge 16 
by means of three wood screws 17 which are received 
through holes 15 and screwed into neck 11. It extends 
from the fifth fret to the thirteenth fret of the banjo so 
that the fifth string 13 may be capoed at any one of 
those frets. 
A body 18 is mounted on bar 14 such that it may be 

slid therealong. As shown in FIG. 2 the side 19 of body 
18 has a dovetail way 20 in it which receives only a por 
tion of guide bar 14 thereby leaving a space between 
side 12 of the banjo and side 19 of the body. If desired 
the heads of screws 17 at the ends of guide bar 14 may 
be elevated from the surface of the longer base thereof 
to act as stops for body 18. Round head screws may be 
used for this purpose. Correlatively the head of screw 
17 in the middle of guide bar 14 must be flush with or 
below that surface in order to allow body 18 to be slid 
along bar 14 without interruption. A flat head screw 
will accomplish this. 
The top side 23 of body 18 has a channel 24 in it 

which extends down as far as way 20 (FIG. 3). A lever 
arm, generally designated 25, is pivotally supported 
within channel 24 on the shank of a screw 26 which is 
received in a bore 27 in body 18 which runs parallel to 
the top side 23 and intersects channel 24 at right angles 
thereto. Lever arm 25 has a head 28 at one of its ends 
which extends just out over string 13. It is undesirable 
to have head 28 extend far out over string 13 because 
if it does it may get in the way of the finger tips as they 
move over the banjo strings. As seen in FIGS. 1 and 2, 
the underside 29 of head 28 contacts string 13 and de 
presses it. Side 29 is inclined slightly so that it is essen 
tially parallel to the top of the neck 11 when the string 
is completely depressed. Extending downwardly from 
the opposite end of lever arm 25 is flange 30. The lower 
end of flange 30 has a threaded bore 34 running per 
pendicularly through it which receives a screw 35 hav 
ing an enlarged head 36. 
When the capo is not in use screw 35 is backed off 

so that the head of its shank does not contact side 33. 
A small coil spring 37 which is wrapped around the 
shank of screw 26 with its one end 38 extending trans 
versely across the inner edge of underside 29 of head 
28 and its other end 39 extending downwardly and 
seated against the upper leg 40 of bar 14 (FIG. 3), 
keeps the head end of the lever arm elevated and out 
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of contact with string 13. End 39 also exerts enough 
pressure against leg 40 to prevent body 18 from sliding 
on bar 14 due to its own weight but not so much pres 
sure that it cannot be easily slid thereon. 
To use the capo body 18 is slid along bar 14 to a posi 

tion adjacent the desired fret and screw 35 is screwed 
by hand inwardly toward side 33 of body 18. As the 
head of the shank of screw 35 contacts and bears 
against side 33, further turning thereof forces the 
flanged end of lever arm 25 upwardly and correspond 
ingly pivots head 28 downwardly into contact with 
string 13. In this manner sufficient pressure may be ex 
erted downwardly on string 13 to firmly depress it over 
the adjacent fret. Pressure is relieved from string 13 by 
merely turning screw 35 in the opposite direction. 

It is desirable to make flange 30 and screw 35 of such 
weight that they will not rattle when the banjo is 
played. It is also desirable to select a screw 35 with 
threading that will require only a few turns to operate 
the lever arm. 
Various modifications of the above described em 

bodiment may be made without departing from the 
spirit and scope of the invention. For instance the guide 
bar might be mounted in spaced relationship to the side 
of the banjo neck and the body might be mounted on 
the guide bar by means other than a dovetailed way. 
Similarly other means to elevate one end of the lever 
arm and depress the other end down against the fifth 
string might be employed. 
Other such modifications of the above described 

capo which will be obvious to persons of ordinary me 
chanical skill are intended to be within the scope and 
spirit of the following claims. 
We claim: 
1. A capo for the fifth string of a five string banjo 

comprising: 
a. an elongated guide bar adapted for rigid attach 
ment to the side of the neck of the banjo laterally 
of the fifth string thereof; 

b. a body slidably mounted on said guide bar for slid 
ing therealong laterally adjacent said fifth string; 

c. a lever arm pivotally mounted on said body, one 
end of said lever arm extending over said fifth 
string; and 

d. means for raising the other end of said arm 
whereby said one end is pivoted down against said 
fifth string. 

2. The capo according to claim 1 wherein: 
e. said guide bar is further adapted to be attached 

flush against said side. 
3. The capo according to claim 2 wherein: 
f, said guide bar has a trapezoidal cross section and 
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4 
is attached to said side with its shorter base flush 
thereagainst; and 

g. said body has a dovetail way in it for receiving only . 
a portion of said guide bar. 

4. The capo according to claim 1 wherein said means 
for raising the other end of said arm comprises: 

e. a flange extending from said other end adjacent a 
side of said body and having a threaded bore trans 
versely through it; and f. a screw received through 
said bore, the head of the shank of which bears 
against said side of said body. 

5. The capo according to claim 1 including: 
e. a channel formed in said body, and 
f. a pin transversing said channel on which said lever 
arm is pivotally mounted. 

6. The capo according to claim 1 including: 
e. spring means attached to said lever arm and 
adapted to retain said one end of said lever arm in 
a raised position when the capo is not in use. 

7. The capo according to claim 6 wherein said spring 
means bears on said guide bar whereby said body is 
kept from sliding along said bar due to its own weight. 

8. A capo for the fifth string of a five string banjo 
comprising: 

a. an elongated guide bar of trapezoidal cross section 
adapted to be attached to the side of the neck of 
the banjo laterally of the fifth string thereof with its 
shorter base flush against said side; 

b. a body having a dovetail way in it for receiving 
only a portion of said guide bar, said body being 
adapted to slide along said guide bar; 

c. a channel formed in said body; 
d. a pin transversing said channel; 
e. a lever arm pivotally mounted on said pin, one end 
of said lever arm extending over said fifth string; 

f, a flange extending from the other end of said lever 
arm adjacent a side of said body and having a 
threaded bore transversing through it; 

g. a screw received through said bore, the head of the 
shank of which bears against said side of said body; 

h. a coil spring coiled about said pin, one end of said 
spring bearing against said one end of said lever 
arm whereby said one end of said lever arm is 
maintained in an elevated position when said capo 
is not in use, and the other end of said spring bear 
ing against said guide bar whereby said body is kept 
from sliding along the guide bar due to its own 
weight. 

sk :k -k sk sk 


