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This invention relates to page-holding devices
for books,; and more particularly to an-improved
page-holding device adapted to be engaged with
the covers of a book and being provided with
means Tor holding the pages of the book in open
positions.

A main object of the invention is to provide a
novel ‘and improved ‘page-holding device for a
book which is simple in construction, which is
easy to apply to a beok; and which is simple to
manipulate to release the pages' held ‘thereby
when it is desired toturnthe pages.

A further object of the invention is to provide
an improved page-holding device for a book
which is inexpensive. to manufacture, which is
neat in appearance, which is compact in size, and
which is sturdy in construection.

PFurther objects and advantages of the inven-
tion will become apparent from the following de=
scription and claims, and from the accompanying
drawings, wherein:

- Figure 1-is-a -plan view of an improved page-~
holding device .constructed. in. aceordance with
the present invention;

Figure 2 is a side elevational view of the page-
helding device of Figure 1;

Figure 3 is a top view of the page-holding de-
vice of Figure 1;

Figure 4 is a fragmentary vertical Cross-sec-
tional detail view taken on the line 4—4 of Fig-
ure 1;

Pigure 5 is g fragmentary perspective view
showing a portion of & book and illustrating the
employment of the improved bage-holding de-
vice of Figures 1 to 4 thereon for holding the
bages of the book in open position.

Referring to the drawings, the bage-holding de-
vice comprises an L-shaped plate member |1
formed of suitable stiff flat stock such as rela-
tively stiff sheet metal, sheet plastic or similar
material, the plate member including a long leg
12 and a short leg 16. The long leg 12 of the
member |1 has spaced side arms {3, 13 project-
ing from the free end thereof, the arms being
smoothly tapered at their side edges to define
points 14, i4 at their ends. The side arms i3, 13
are formed with the rearwardly struck resilient
fingers 11, 17 which are adapted to be resiliently
engaged with the outer surfaces of the respective
covers 8, I8 of a book and to resiliently grip said
covers when the page-holding device is engaged
on the top edges of the covers in the manner
shown in Figure 5.

Secured to the portion 15 of the long leg 12 of
the member {1 between each of the arms 13, 13
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and the short leg-16 of the member {1 is g spaced
pair of hinge sleeves 28, and rotatably engaged in
each pair of hinge sleeves 20,20 is g shaft mem-
ber 21 extending parallel'to theshort leg-16. Each
shaft member 21 is formed at its outer end with
a curved arm 22 extending in a plane transverse
to the axis-of the shaft member 21 and curved
inwardly toward the ‘plane of the long leg 12, as
shown in Figures 2, 4 and 5. Secured to the end
of each arm 22 is a resilient cap 24 of rubber or
similar elastic, deformable; friction material. Tn-
tegrally formed on. the inner end of each shaft
member 21 is the lever arm 25 extending in a
blane transverse to the axis of ‘the shaft 21 -and
spaced angularly in a clockwise  direction, -as
viewed in Figure 2,-by a small-angle from the as-
soclated arm 22. -Each arm 25 is provided at its
end with a handle 28 extending -at right angles
to the arm 25, the respective handles 26, 26 being
axially aligned when their associated page-en-
gaging arms 22:are in similar positions.

Each shaft member 2} is integrally formed be-
tween its supporting sleeve elements 20,20 with
& loop portion 28 which is angularily spaced clock-
wise, as viewed in Figure 2, from the associated
page-engaging member 22 by a small angle simi-
lar to the angular spacing of the associated han-
dle arm 25. Each loop portion 28 is engaged by
the resilient depending arm 29 of g leaf spring 30
which is secured to the short leg 16 immediately
above the loop portion 28, as shown in Figures 1
and 4, the corner portion of the long leg 12 being
formed with respective slots 31, 32 and the leaf
spring 38 being engaged through the slots in the
manner shown in Figure 4, said leaf spring being
generally U-shaped and having its upper arm
lockingly engaged with the short leg 18, and hav-
ing its lower resilient arm 29 engaging the asso-
ciated loop portion 28.

In using the device, the respective side arms 13,
{8 are engaged along the inside surface of the
covers 18, 18 of a book, said arms straddling the
bound ends of the pages in the manner shown
in Figure 5, and the gripping arms i1, 17 re-
siliently engaging the outer surfaces of the covers
{8, 18. The pages of the book are held in open
bositions by the respective resilient ends 24 of
the arms 22, the pages being held in open posi-
tions by the biasing action of the resilient leaf
spring arm. When it is desired to release the
bages, it is merely necessary to rotate the handle
member 26 upwardly, as viewed in Figure 5,
whereby the arms 22 are lifted, as for example, to
the dotted line positions thereof shown in Figure
2, releasing the pages and allowing the pages to
be turned.
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It will be noted from Figure 2 that the loop por-
tions 28 may be rotated beyond dead center posi-
tions when they are moved to their page-releas-
ing positions, whereby the spring arms 29 hold
said loop portions in positions wherein the han-
dle arms 25, 25 abut the edge of the flange 16 and
the cap elements 24 of the armgs 22 are raised
above the top edges of the pages of the book, al-
lowing the pages to be freely turned. When the
pages have been furned to their desired positions,
the pages may be held by rotating the handle
members 26, 26 downwardly from the dotted line
position thereof shown in Figure 2 past the dead
center positions of the loop elements 28, where-
upon the spring arms 29 exert a spring-clamping
action on the page-holding arms 22, 22 and cause
the friction tips 24 of said page-holding arms to
resiliently engage the pages to prevent the pages
from turning.

While a specific embodiment of an improved
page-holding device for a book has been disclosed
in the foregoing description, it will be understood
that various modifications within the spirit of the
invention may occur to those skilled in the art.
Therefore, it is intended that no limitations he
placed on the invention except as defined by the
scope of the appended claims.

What is ¢claimed is:

1. A page holding device for a book comprising
a generally L-shaped plate member and includ-
ing a long leg and a short leg, spaced side arms
projecting from the free end of said long leg; a
resilient finger extending longitudinally and rear-
wardly of each of said side arms and connected
to the adjacent side arm, a page engaging arm
extending longitudinally and forwardly of said
long leg adjacent to each of said side arms and
hingedly connected intermediate its ends to the
portion of said long leg between said short leg
and the adjacent side arm, one end of each of said
page engaging arms having a page engaging
means, a handle on the other end of each of said
page engaging arms for effecting the hinged
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movement of the latter, and a pair of spaced leaf
springs extending through said long leg and each
having one end dependingly carried by said short
leg and having the other end engageable with the
complemental part of the intermediate portion
of the adjacent page engaging arm for biasing the
latter toward the plane of said long leg.

2. A page holding device for a book comprising
a generally L-shaped plate member including a
long leg and a short leg, spaced side arms pro-
jecting from the free end of said long leg, a re-
silient finger extending longitudinally and rear-
wardly of each of said side arms and connected to
the adjacent side arm, a pair of spaced hinge
sleeves on the portion of said long leg between said
short leg and the adjacent side arm, a page engag-
ing arm extending longitudinally and forwardly of
said long leg adjacent each of said side arms and
having the intermediate portion hingedly con-
nected to the adjacent pair of hinge sleeves, one
end of each of said page engaging arms having a
page engaging means, a handle on the other end of
each of said page engaging arms for effecting the
hinged movement of the latier, and a pair of
spaced leaf springs extending through said long
leg and each having one end dependingly carried
by said short leg and having the other end en-
gageable with the complemental part of the inter-
mediate portion of the adjacent page engaging
arm. between said hinge sleeves for biasing the
latter toward the plane of said long leg.
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