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My present invention relates to luggage andisconcernedmoreparticuiarlywith dress 

suitcases. 
An object of the invention is to proyide 8 

case of thetype mentioned the capacity of 
which can bereadilyincreasedin proportion 
torequirements to agcommodate contents 9f 
volume far greater than that of the case in 
its ordinary state yet without adding ma 
terially to the weight.of the.case or detract 
ing from its strength.or from its imper 
viousnesstowater and dirt. 
In a preferred embodiment of the inven 

tion the caseincludes a pair of binged tray sections having relatively?rigidly?framed 
mating mouth?ortions and having belows extensionsnormallyretainedin collapsed po 
sition by bagencircling str?ps When.the bagis.pagked to.capagity these.extensions 
argfully distended Afeature ofimportance 
isthe provision of astiffolder which serves 
as a false side wall for one of the tray Sec 
tions and whichmay be constructed for con veniently accommodating_shirts.or simila? 
articles of clothing that should be retained 
in carefully pressed gondition during trans 
portation. This folder member seats on an 
internal railin the reinforced mouth of one 
ofthetray sections Within the other tra 
section?thereis a floating false wall so that 
whenthe suitcase isin fully distended posi 
tion?the interior thereofis dividel byver 
tical partitions into three longitudinal.com 
partments and the contents of the suitgase 
willberetained against undesirable sagging, folding droppingor Crumpling. 
Ano{her feature of theinvention is the 

manner ofreinforcing theinterfittingmouth 
portions of the tray sectionsto insure maxi 
mum strength and durability while avoiding 
unnecessary weight which is accomplished 
byformingone oftheframesections9fsheet 
metal encircling when the gase is closed a 
complementary wooden wall in.the other 
frame section The invention will be more 
fullyunderstoodfrom the following descrip 
tion in connection with the accompanying 
drawings wherein:? 
Fig.1 is a perspective view of a suitcase 

embodying the invention and; 
Fig 2isaviewintransverse section there 

through on the ling 2-2 of Fig.1 the parts 
beingshown as fully distended. 
The caseincludes a pair of complementary 

side walls at 25'. 

t"y Sections 10 11 hinged togethe?.8t one edge bya plurality9flaminations offlexible 
material 12 Such laminations.being pref 
erably formed by exte"sions of theTe?ther bag.frame goverings The free edge of one 
Section.carries a lock 13receiyedin a keeper 
14 ontheoppositesection Theseedgesmay 
&lso be additionally secured by the.usual 
hasps 15 The framesections neartheir free 
edges each Carry handle portions 16 which 
when the bagis closed are disposed in co 
operative relationship and adapted to be 
simultaneously grasped The bagis encir 
cled by retaining straps 17 of any appro 
priate construction saidstraps beingguided 
in loops 17 The corners of the frame sec 
tions may be protected by the usual leather 
reinforce stays 36. 

Section 10 as best shown in Fig 2 in 
cludes at its mouth a rectangular frame 18 
preferably of wood reducedin thickness at 
the outerface ofits free edge as at 19 where 
it is adapted to be embraced when the case 
is closed in a metallic frame member 20 at 
the mouth of section 11 The frame is 
formed ofasheet metalstripanditsedge Con 
tacts a rectangular wooden rail 22 fixed in 
the inner wall of the tray section 11 The 

y frames18and21 arecovered ontheirexterior 
with the leather which forms the outside of 
the case and on theirinterior with lining ma 
terial23 ofanysuitablekind Thesidewalls 
24 of the tray sections are of stiff heavy 
leather reinforced by leather cover pieces 
35, and are connected to the frames 18, 
21 by foldable extensions 25.of the thinner 
and moreflexible leather which encloses the 
frames the edge of whichis stitched to the 

Sections 25 are centrally 
creased asindicated at 26to readily fold in 
ward as the walls 24 are drawn inward to 
ward each other and serve as.collapsible bel 
lows to permit separation of said walls 24. 
As_will be noted.from Fig 2 the minimum 
width of caseis that determined by the com 
bined widths of sections 18,21 and rail 22 
whenthe caseis closed asshown upon which 
the leather coveringis rigidly sustained the 
entirewidth ofcaseinexcessofthisminimum 

caseareinsuicient tocause ornecessitatedis 
tention of the walls 24 these walls are re tainedin_the.collapsed position of Fig.1by 
the tightly drawn case-encircling straps 17 
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and yielding by press op.the gonten?encir 
cled ? therigid rames18-21 Inthiscon 
nection itis moted that thestraps ? any 
degree of distension of these wal from the gompletely gollapsedposi?g of Fig ?tothe 
fullydistánded postiongf Fig 2,yetth?case 
iscompletelyclosedinallpositionsofadjust 
ment and does not aford access to water or 
dirt as might beincurred Were the caseren dered adjistable.by providing a ?lescoPing 
rather than abellows extension The rail22 
acts as a limitingstop Bnd has.".seat.for B 
false side wall 27 of light stiff material. 
Themember 27maybeflexiblyconnectedas 
at 28to a second stifflat plate 29 and the 
members 27?29 conveniently serve t9 accom 
modate between them shirts or similar arti 
cles ofelothingwhich must betransportedin 
properly folded position The free,end of 
plafe29 carries aseries of separablefastener 
elements30coacting with a fastener element 
31 on the end of a strap.32 segured adjacent 
theedge ofsection27 ?Thisadjustablestra 
ermits a varying thickness of clothing tg 
esnugly held between the false wall27 and 

the plate29. - 

There being.8 substantial width of.case 
between false side wall 27 and the left-hand 
wall.24, especially when the corresponding 
bellowsis distended afloatingplate33ispro 
videdtherein of substantiallythe area ofthe 
interior of the case to snugly engage said 
walls This plate brages the contents and 
prevents it from dropping Sagging folding 

5 or creasing when the case is carried The 
plate33 has fingergrips 33' between the ends 
thereof by whichit can bereadily inserted, 
adjustedin position orremoved. 
When the case is not distended the float 

ing plate 33forms the side wall of section10 
and if the material to be carried fills even 
less than the capacity determined with the 
bellows completely colapsed theentirespace 
between the false wall 27 and the adjacent 
wall.24 offramesection11maybeleftempty. 
In that condition rail 21 sustains the false 
bottom 27 theentire volumes_framed by the 
substantial thickness of said rail will be 
empty as of gourse also_the collapsed bel 
lows Thus whenthe goods are not suficient 
to completely fill the case even in collapsed 
condition but Suicient merely to fill?the 
space between follower 33.against the col 
lapsed bellows_and follower 27 against rail 
22 these false bottoms will nevertheless sus 
tain the contents securely against sagging, 
dropping or other displacement 
Whether the case is partly filled and car 

ries a minimum_volume as just noted oris 
gompletely filled the bellows being,wholy 
distended oris filled to an intermediate de 
gres Sach of the belows being partly dis 
tended the weight of the contents is inher 
ently substantially symmetrically arranged 
withrespecttohandles16thatis thecenter 

of gravitv is ? diregtly below Said handles,sothat the caseiseasilycarried, 
its weight bearing directly downward with 
Out torsionglortwistingstrain on thebearer. 
This is to be.distinguished.from cases with 
a bellows on but one side the asymmetry of 
which_not only detracts from theappearance 
but efects twisting strains on the hand or 
arm of the bearer Moreover the bellows 
Construction even in collapsed condition pro 
wides a yielding surface especialy adyan 
tagepus in carrying hrough crowdg? In?s 
much as the metallic framemember 20in the 
closed case embraces the wooden frame 18, 
the latter will be adequately protected with 
out however providing the added weight 
needed to form the entire frame of metal. 

It will thus be seenthat thereis herein de 
seribed an 8rticle of manufacture in which 
the several features of thisinvention areem 
bodied and which attains thevarious objects 
oftheinvention andiswellsuited tomeetthe 

p requirements of practicaluse. 
As many changes could be made in the 

aboye g?"struction?and many??pparently 
widely different embodiments of this inven 
tion could be made without departing from 
the scope thereof it is intended that all 
matter containedin the above description or 
shown in the accompanying drawings shall 
be interpreted as ?? and not in a 
limitingsense. 
Having thus deseribed my invention what 

Iclaimasnewand desiretosecureby Letters 
Patent of the United Statesis:? 

1 A suitcase including a pair of tray-like 
sections hinged together at one edge and 
adapted to have their freeedges.locked to 
gether said sections including substantially 
irigid interfitting frame portions and side 
w?llsconnectedtosaidframeportionsbyflex 
ible material forming bellows.extensions an 
internalrailsecured toone oftherigidmouth 
?" andafalseside wallseatingon said 
I'all? ?? 

2.A suitcase including a pair of tray-likg 
sections hinged together at one ? 
adapted to_have.their freeedges locked to 
gether said sections includingsubstantially 
rigid interfitting frame portions and side 
walls connected to said frame portions by 
flexible material forming bellows extensions 
an internal rail secured to one of the ?i 
mouth portions and a false side wall seating 
on said_rail said false wallincluding 8 pair 
ofrigid plates flexibly connected together at 
theiredges and adapted toreceive and press 
garments betweenthem. 
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3.A suitcase_including a pair of tray-like 
sections hinged together at one edge and 
adapted to have?their freeedges.locked to? 
gether said?Sections including substantialy 
rigid interfitting frame portions and side 
walls.connected to said frame portions by 
flexible material forming bellows extensions, 
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and a floatingside wallin one of the tray 
like sections. - 
4?A suiteaseincluding a pair of tray-like 

sections hinged together at one edge and 
adapted to have their free edges.locked to 
gether said sections including?substantially 
rigid interfitting frame portions and side 
walls connected to said frame portions by 
flexible material forming bellows extensions, afioatingside wallin one ofthetray-likesec 
tions and a false side wall having limited 
movementin the othersection. ? ? 

5. A suitease of the class describedinclud 
ing a pair of rigidtray sections each having 
a side wall bellows connecting said side 
wallstothetray sections andarailaboutthe 
innerwall ofone ofsaid traysections at the 
edge thereof adjacent the corresponding bel 

3 
lows andserving as a supporting rim forthe 
corresponding collapsed bellows. 

6. A suit case ofthe class describedinclud 
ing a pair of rigid tray sections each_having 
asidewall, bellows connectingsaidside walls 
to the tray sections a wooden frame about 
one of the tray sections a metal frame rim aboutthe othersectionenclosingsaid wooden 
frame in closed position of the case a rail 
adjacent the inner part of the metal frame 
within the_traysection and.contiguous to the 
corresponding bellows said railserving as a 
supporting rim forthe latter. 
Signed at New Yorkinthe county of New 

York and State of New Yorkthis 8th day of July A.D.1925. 
PHILIIP ECKHARDT. 
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