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1
WIND POWER CONVERTER DEVICE AND
CONVERTER DEVICE

Matter enclosed in heavy brackets [ ] appears in the
original patent but forms no part of this reissue specifica-
tion; matter printed in italics indicates the additions
made by reissue; a claim printed with strikethrough
indicates that the claim was canceled, disclaimed, or held
invalid by a prior post-patent action or proceeding.

RELATED APPLICATIONS

This Application is a Divisional of U.S. application Ser.
No. 14/794,844, filed on Jul. 9, 2015, and claims priority to
Chinese Application Serial Number 201410452474 X, filed
Sep. 5, 2014 and Chinese Application Serial Number
201510094313.2, filed Mar. 3, 2015, which are herein incor-
porated by reference.

BACKGROUND
Field of Invention

The present invention relates to a converter technology.
More particularly, the present invention relates to a wind
power converter device and a converter device.

Description of Related Art

Along with the development of the renewable power,
technicians focus on the improvement of the wind power
converter, which is the core of the wind power generation
system. In the field of the electricity-driven frequency con-
verter and the converter for generating power, a multiple of
converters are used based on the increasing system capacity.
However, a multiple of direct current (DC) buses that extend
for a long distance are used to transmit the voltage when a
multiple of converters are used. If the cost of the transmis-
sion of the energy in the DC component can not be lowered,
the efficiency of the whole converter can not be improved.
In addition, when the distance between the motor and the
generator is longer, i.e. the distance between the converters
in the generator side and the converters in the motor side is
longer, a multiple of direct current (DC) buses that extend
for a long distance are used to transmit the voltage when a
multiple of converters are used. If the cost of the transmis-
sion of the energy in the DC component can not be lowered,
the efficiency of the whole converter can not be improved.

Accordingly, what is needed is a wind power converter
device and a converter device to address the issues men-
tioned above.

SUMMARY

The disclosure provides a wind power converter device.
The wind power converter device includes a plurality of grid
side converters, a plurality of generator side converters and
s0 a DC bus module. The grid side converters each includes
a plurality of grid side outputs electrically coupled to a grid,
a first direct current (DC) input and a second DC input,
wherein the second DC input of one of any two of the
neighboring grid side converters is coupled in series to the
first DC input of another one of the two neighboring grid
side converters. The generator side converters each includes
a plurality of generator side inputs electrically coupled to a
generator device, a first DC output and a second DC output,
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wherein the second DC output of one of any two of the
neighboring generator side converters is coupled in series to
the first DC output of another one of the two neighboring
generator side converters. The DC bus module is electrically
coupled between the grid side converters and the generator
side converters.

Another aspect of the present disclosure is to provide a
wind power converter device. The wind power converter
device includes n grid side converters, 2n generator side
converters and a DC bus module. The n grid side converters
each includes a plurality of grid side outputs electrically
coupled to a grid, a first DC input, a middle point input and
a second DC input. The 2n generator side converters each
includes a plurality of generator side inputs electrically
coupled to a generator device, a first DC output and a second
DC output, wherein the second DC output of the 2n-1-th
generator side converters is coupled in series to the first DC
output of the 2n-th generator side converters. The DC bus
module is electrically coupled between the grid side con-
verters and the generator side converters, wherein n>=1.

Another aspect of the present disclosure is to provide a
wind power converter device. The wind power converter
device includes 2n grid side converters, n generator side
converters and a DC bus module. The 2n grid side converters
each includes a plurality of grid side outputs electrically
coupled to a grid, a first DC input and a second DC input,
wherein the second DC input of the 2n-1-th grid side
converters is coupled in series to the first DC input of the
2n-th grid side converters. Each of the n generator side
converters includes a plurality of generator side inputs
electrically coupled to a generator device, a first DC output,
a middle point output and a second DC output. The DC bus
module electrically coupled between the grid side converters
and the generator side converters, wherein n>=1.

Another aspect of the present disclosure is to provide a
converter device. The converter device includes a plurality
of first generator side converters, a plurality of second
generator side converters and a DC bus module. The first
generator side converters each includes a plurality of motor
side outputs electrically coupled to a motor device, a first
DC input and a second DC input, wherein the second DC
input of one of any two of the neighboring first generator
side converters is coupled in series to the first DC input of
another one of the two neighboring first generator side
converters. The second generator side converters each
includes a plurality of generator side inputs electrically
coupled to a generator device, a first DC output and a second
DC output, wherein the second DC output of one of any two
of the neighboring second generator side converters is
coupled in series to the first DC output of another one of the
two neighboring second generator side converters. The DC
bus module is electrically coupled between the first genera-
tor side converters and the second generator side converters.

These and other features, aspects, and advantages of the
present disclosure will become better understood with ref-
erence to the following description and appended claims.

It is to be understood that both the foregoing general
description and the following detailed description are by
examples, and are intended to provide further explanation of
the disclosure as claimed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The disclosure can be more fully understood by reading
the following detailed description of the embodiment, with
reference made to the accompanying drawings as follows:
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FIG. 1 is a circuit diagram of a wind power converter
device in an embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of the secondary generator side
control module in an embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of the primary generator side
control module in an embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 4 is a circuit diagram of a wind power converter
device in an embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 5 is a block diagram of the generator side control
module in an embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 6 is a circuit diagram of a wind power converter
device in an embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 7 is a circuit diagram of a wind power converter
device in an embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 8 is a circuit diagram of a wind power converter
device in an embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 9 is a circuit diagram of a wind power converter
device in an embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 10 is a circuit diagram of a wind power converter
device in an embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 11 is a circuit diagram of a wind power converter
device in an embodiment of the present disclosure; and

FIG. 12 is a circuit diagram of a converter device in an
embodiment of the present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Reference will now be made in detail to the present
embodiments of the disclosure, examples of which are
illustrated in the accompanying drawings. Wherever pos-
sible, the same reference numbers are used in the drawings
and the description to refer to the same or like parts.

Reference is now made to FIG. 1. FIG. 1 is a circuit
diagram of a wind power converter device 1 in an embodi-
ment of the present disclosure. The wind power converter
device 1 includes grid side converters 10A-10C, generator
side converters 12A-12C and a DC bus module. The grid
side converters 10A-10C and the generator side converters
12A-12C are respectively disposed in the up part of the
tower and the under part of the tower (Under Wind). The
generator side converters 12A-12C are disposed in a room of
the top of the tower of the wind power converter device 1
(Upwind). The grid side converters 10A-10C are disposed in
the bottom or outside of the tower of the wind power
converter device 1. The cost of the cables for transmitting
power between the grid side converters 10A-10C and the
generator side converters 12A-12C can be reduced. The
loading of the weight of the up part of the tower can be
distributed equally as well.

In an embodiment, all the grid side converters 10A-10C
include identical components. Take the grid side converter
10A as an example, the grid side converter 10A in the
present embodiment is a two-level converter and includes
grid side outputs (e.g. three grid side outputs) N1-N3
electrically coupled to the grid 16, a first DC input IN1 and
a second DC input IN2. In an embodiment, the grid side
outputs N1-N3 are electrically coupled to the grid 16
through a voltage transformer 160.

The second DC input IN2 of one of any two of the
neighboring grid side converters 10A-10C is coupled in
series to the first DC input IN1 of another one of the two
neighboring grid side converters 10A-10C. Take the grid
side converters 10A and 10B as an example, the second DC
input IN2 of the grid side converter 10A is coupled in series
to the first DC input IN1 of the grid side converter 10B.
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Similarly, the second DC input IN2 of the grid side converter
10B is coupled in series to the first DC input IN1 of the grid
side converter 10C.

In an embodiment, the number of the generator side
converters 12A-12C is the same as the number of the grid
side converters 10A-10C. Further, all the generator side
converters 12A-12C may include the identical components.
Take the generator side converter 12A as an example, the
generator side converter 12A in the present embodiment is
atwo-level converter and includes generator side inputs (e.g.
three generator side inputs) O1-O3 electrically coupled to
the generator device 18, a first DC output OUT1 and a
second DC output OUT2. In an embodiment, the generator
device 18 is a permanent magnet synchronous generator
device, an excitation synchronous generator device or an
induction generator having a multiple groups of windings.
Each group of the windings includes three windings (not
illustrated). Take the generator side converter 12A as an
example, the three windings of each group of windings in
the generator device 18 in the present embodiment are
respectively coupled to the generator side inputs O1-O3. In
an embodiment, the generator side converters 12A-12C are
electrically coupled to the generator device 18 through a
filtering circuit (not illustrated) that includes such as an
inductor or a capacitor.

The second DC output OUT2 of one of any two of the
neighboring generator side converters 12A-12C is coupled
in series to the first DC output OUT1 of another one of the
two neighboring generator side converters 12A-12C. Take
the generator side converters 12A and 12B as an example,
the second DC output OUT?2 of the generator side converter
12A is coupled in series to the first DC output OUT1 of the
generator side converter 12B. Similarly, the second DC
output OUT2 of the generator side converter 12B is coupled
in series to the first DC output OUT1 of the generator side
converter 12C.

The DC bus module in the present embodiment includes
only two buses 140 and 142 corresponding to the two grid
side converters 10A and 10C and the two generator side
converters 12A and 12C. The bus 140 is electrically coupled
to the first DC input IN1 of the grid side converter 10A and
the first DC output OUT1 of the generator side converters
12A. The bus 142 is electrically coupled to the second DC
input IN2 of the grid side converter 10C and the second DC
output OUT2 of the generator side converters 12C. The DC
bus is not disposed between each pair of the first DC input
IN1, the first DC output OUT1, the second DC input IN2 and
the second DC output OUT2 that corresponds to the inter-
mediate grid side converter and generator side converter.

In an embodiment, the DC bus module further include bus
capacitors C1-C6 each electrically coupled between the first
DC inputs IN1 and the second DC inputs IN2 of the grid side
converters 10A-10C and between the first DC outputs OUT1
and the second DC outputs OUT2 of the generator side
converters 12A-12C to support the voltages of these termi-
nals.

In an embodiment, the wind power converter device 1
further includes chopper circuits 13A, 13B and 13C each
disposed at the two ends of the bus capacitors C4, C5 and C6
to perform a voltage balancing protection to the generator
side converters 12A-12C. Take the chopper circuit 13 A as an
example, the chopper circuit 13A includes a controllable
power semiconductor switch, a resistor and two diodes. The
collector of the controllable power semiconductor switch
electrically connects the cathode of one diode and one
terminal of the bus capacitor C4, and the emitter of the
controllable power semiconductor switch electrically con-
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nects the anode of the diode. One terminal of the resistor
connects the emitter of the controllable power semiconduc-
tor switch and the other terminal of the resistor connects the
other terminal of the bus capacitor C4. The other diode
connects the resistor in parallel. In some embodiments, the
wind power converter device 1 further includes chopper
circuits each electrically coupled to the two ends of each of
the bus capacitors between the first and the second DC
inputs of each of the grid side converters or between the two
ends of each of the bus capacitors of the bus capacitors
between the first and the second DC outputs of the generator
side converters to perform a voltage balancing protection to
the grid side converters and the generator side converters.

Therefore, the wind power converter device 1 of the
present disclosure can connect the grid side converters
10A-10C in series by electrically coupling the first DC input
IN1 and the second DC input IN2 of any two neighboring
grid side converters 10A-10C, and can connect the generator
side converters 12A-12C in series by electrically coupling
the first DC output OUT1 and the second DC output OUT2
of any two neighboring generator side converters 12A-12C.

Further, since the buses 140 and 142 are only disposed
between the first DC input IN1 of the grid side converter
10A and the first DC output OUT1 of the generator side
converter 12A and between the second DC input IN2 of the
grid side converter 10C and the second DC output OUT?2 of
the generator side converter 12C, the DC voltages of the grid
side converters and the generator side converters can be
adjusted according to the number of the grid side converters
and the generator side converters coupled in series. The
design of the wind power converter device 1 can be more
flexible. The number of the DC buses between the grid side
converters 10A-10C and the generator side converters 12A-
12C and the cost can be reduced.

In an embodiment, the generator side converters 12A-12C
illustrated in FIG. 1 include a primary generator side con-
verter and a plurality of secondary generator side converters.
In an embodiment, the generator side converter 12C can be
assigned to be the primary generator side converter, such
that the generator side converters 12A and 12B become the
secondary generator side converters.

The detail description of the control mechanism of the
primary generator side converter and the secondary genera-
tor side converters is illustrated in the following paragraphs.

The wind power converter device 1 further includes
secondary generator side control modules 11A and 11B and
the primary generator side control module 11C correspond-
ing to the secondary generator side converters 12A and 12B
and the primary generator side converter 12C respectively.

The secondary generator side control modules 11A and
11B respectively receive three phase secondary input current
amounts [1-12 corresponding to the generator side inputs
01-03 of the corresponding secondary generator side con-
verters 12A and 12B, a secondary DC voltage amount V ,_ ,
(i.e. the DC bus voltage) corresponding to the first and the
second DC outputs OUT1 and OUT?2 of the corresponding
secondary generator side converters 12A and 12B and a
second axis general given current component i, ,,,,,+ Out-
putted from the primary generator side converter 12C to
generate three phase secondary voltage control signals
V1-V2 accordingly to control the corresponding secondary
generator side converters 12A and 12B. Each of the sec-
ondary generator side control modules 11A and 11B gener-
ates a second axis secondary independent given current
component i, .. according to the corresponding secondary
DC voltage amount V.
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In an embodiment, both of the secondary generator side
control modules 11 A and 11B include identical architecture.
The detail description is made by using the secondary
generator side control module 11A as the example.

Reference is now made to FIG. 2. FIG. 2 is a block
diagram of the secondary generator side control module 11A
in an embodiment of the present disclosure. The secondary
generator side control module 11A includes a current retriev-
ing unit 200, a first converting unit 202, a first computing
unit 204, a voltage retrieving unit 206, a voltage difference
computing unit 208, a voltage control unit 210, a second
computing unit 212, a first current control unit 214, a second
current control unit 216 and a second converting unit 218.

The current retrieving unit 200 is electrically coupled to
the generator side inputs O1-O3 of the secondary generator
side converter 12A to retrieve the three phase secondary
input current amount I1. In an embodiment, the three phase
secondary input current amount I1 includes three compo-
nents i, ,, i, ;and i ,.

The first converting unit 202 is configured to convert the
three components i, ,, i, , and i. , of the three phase sec-
ondary input current amount I1 to a first axis secondary
current component i, , and a second axis secondary current
component i, ;. In an embodiment, the first converting unit
202 includes a dq rotation coordinate that comprises a d axis
and a q axis. The first axis secondary current component
corresponds to the d axis of the dq rotation coordinate and
the second axis secondary current component i, , corre-
sponds to the q axis of the dq rotation coordinate. In an
embodiment, the first axis secondary current component i, ,
is a reactive current component and the second axis second-
ary current component i, , is an active current component.

The first computing unit 204 is configured to perform
computation to generate a first axis difference i, ,, according
to the first axis secondary current component i, , and a first
axis secondary independent given current component i .
The first axis secondary independent given current compo-
nent i, ;. can be a predetermined value stored in the sec-
ondary generator side control module 11A.

The voltage retrieving unit 206 is configured to retrieve
the secondary DC voltage amount V. ; from the first and the
second DC outputs OUT1 and OUT2 of the secondary
generator side converter 12A. The voltage difference com-
puting unit 208 is configured to perform computation to
generate a voltage difference V. ,according to the second-
ary DC voltage amount V ;. ; and a referent voltage amount
Ve or The referent voltage amount V. de_rep©an be a prede-
termined value stored in the secondary generator side con-
trol module 11A. Further, the voltage control unit 210 is
configured to generate the second axis secondary indepen-
dent given current component i, .. according to the voltage
difference V. .

The second computing unit 212 is configured to perform
computation to generate a second axis difference i, .,
according to the second axis secondary current component
i, ;» the second axis general given current component
iy norm+ and the second axis secondary independent given
current component i g

The first current control unit 214 is configured to generate
a first axis secondary voltage control signal V, ; according
to the first axis difference i, ,,. The second current control
unit 216 is configured to generate a second axis secondary
voltage control signal V_ , according to the second axis
difference i, ,, The second converting unit 218 is config-
ured to convert the first axis secondary voltage control signal
V, , and the second axis secondary voltage control signal
V, ; to the three phase secondary voltage control signal V1.
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In an embodiment, the three phase secondary voltage control
signal V1 includes three components V,, ,, V, ,and V_

an embodiment, each of the three components V,,_,, V,, ; and
V., , can be a pulse width modulation (PWM) signal.

Therefore, by using the three phase secondary voltage
control signal V1 to control the semiconductor switches in
the secondary generator side converter 12A to be turned on
or turned off, the secondary generator side converter 12A
operates in either a rectifying state, an inverting state or a
non-operation state.

It is noted that the secondary generator side control
module 11B can also generates the three phase secondary
voltage control signal V2 according to the three phase
secondary input current amount 12, the second axis general
given current component i, ,,,,,+ and the secondary DC
voltage amount V. ,. However, the first axis secondary
independent given current component i, ;« and the second
axis secondary independent given current component i, ;.
that correspond to the secondary generator side control
module 11B can be independent from those that correspond
to the secondary generator side control module 11A. And the
second axis general given current component i, _,,,.,,» can be
used in both of the secondary generator side control modules
11A and 11B.

Reference is now made to FIG. 3. FIG. 3 is a block
diagram of the primary generator side control module 11C in
an embodiment of the present disclosure. The primary
generator side control module 11C includes a current retriev-
ing unit 300, a first converting unit 302, a first computing
unit 304, a second computing unit 306, a first current control
unit 308, a second current control unit 310, a second
converting unit 312.

The current retrieving unit 300 is electrically coupled to
the generator side inputs O1-O3 of the primary generator
side converter 12C to retrieve the three phase primary input
current amount I3. In an embodiment, the three phase
primary input current amount 13 includes three components
ia_a» 1p_yand i, u.

The first convertlng unit 302 is conﬁgured to convert the
three components i, ,, i, » and i_ , of the three phase
primary input current amount I3 to a first axis secondary
current component i; »-and a second axis secondary current
component i, ». In an embodiment, the first convertlng unit
302 includes a dq rotation coordinate that comprises a d axis
and a q axis. The first axis primary current component [,
corresponds to the d axis of the dq rotation coordinate and
the second axis primary current componenti, » corresponds
to the q axis of the dq rotation coordinate. In an embodiment,
the first axis primary current component i, ,, is a reactive
current component and the second axis primary current
component i,  is an active current component.

The first computing unit 304 is configured to perform
computation to generate a first axis difference i, ,,, accord-
ing to the first axis primary current component i, ,, and a
first axis primary independent given current component
ig pmee

The second computing unit 306 is configured to perform
computation to generate a second axis difference i,
according to the second axis primary current component
i, a» a total second axis secondary independent given cur-
rent 2i, . and a second axis general given current compo-
nent i, ..+ In an embodiment, the total second axis
secondary independent given current i, .. is the sum of the
second axis secondary independent glven currents i,_.. of all
the secondary generator side control modules 11A and 11B.

The first current control unit 308 is configured to generate
a first axis primary voltage control signal V, ,; according to
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the first axis difference i, ;. The second current control unit
310 is configured to generate the second axis primary
voltage control signal V, , according to the second axis
difference i, ,,. The second convertlng unit 312 is config-
ured to convert the first axis pnmary voltage control signal
V, ~ and the second axis primary voltage control signal
Vv, q:N to the three phase primary voltage control signal V3. In
an embodiment, the three phase primary voltage control
signal V3 includes three components V, ,, V, yand V_ ..
In an embodiment, each of the three components V, r, V,,
and V_ 5 can be a pulse width modulation (PWM) signal.

Therefore, by using the three phase secondary voltage
control signal V3 to control the semiconductor switches in
the primary generator side converter 12C to be turned on or
turned off, the primary generator side converter 12C oper-
ates in either a rectifying state, an inverting state or a
non-operation state.

It is noted that the primary generator side control module
11C and the secondary generator side control modules 11A
and 11B can perform communication by using various
possible forms signal transmission formats. The primary
generator side control module 11C delivers the second axis
general given current component i, .+ to the secondary
generator side control modules 11 A and 11B. The secondary
generator side control modules 11A and 11B deliver the
second axis secondary independent given currents i,, ,» to the
primary generator side control module 11C. In an embodl-
ment, the primary generator side control module 11C per-
forms addition operation on the second axis secondary
independent given currents i, ,. delivered by the secondary
generator side control modules 11A and 11B to generate the
total second axis secondary independent given current
2,

Therefore by using the method described above, the wind
power converter device 1 perform efficient control on the
primary generator side converter 12C and the secondary
generator side converters 12A and 12B according to the
operation of the primary generator side control module 11C
and the secondary generator side control modules 11A and
11B.

Reference is now made to FIG. 4. FIG. 4 is a circuit
diagram of a wind power converter device 4 in an embodi-
ment of the present disclosure. The wind power converter
device 4 includes grid side converters 10A-10C, generator
side converters 12A-12C and a DC bus module. Similar to
the wind power converter device 1 illustrated in FIG. 1, the
grid side converters 10A-10C of the wind power converter
device 4 are connected in series and the generator side
converters 12A-12C are connected in series. Most of the
components included in the wind power converter device 4
are identical to those included in the wind power converter
device 1. As a result, only the description of components in
the wind power converter device 4 that are different from
those in the wind power converter device 1 is made.

In the present embodiment, the DC bus module includes
DC buses 400, 402, 404 and 406. The DC bus 400 is
electrically coupled to the first DC input IN1 of the grid side
converter 10A and the first DC output OUT1 of the generator
side converter 12A. The DC bus 402 is electrically coupled
to the second DC input IN2 of the grid side converter 10A
and the second DC output OUT2 of the generator side
converter 12A (which is equivalent to the first DC input IN1
of'the grid side converter 10B and the first DC output OUT1
of the generator side converter 12B).

The DC bus 404 is electrically coupled to the second DC
input IN2 of the grid side converter 10B and the second DC
output OUT2 of the generator side converter 12B (which is
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equivalent to the first DC input IN1 of the grid side converter
10C and the first DC output OUT1 of the generator side
converter 12C).

The DC bus 406 is electrically coupled to the second DC
input IN2 of the grid side converter 10C and the second DC
output OUT?2 of the generator side converter 12C.

The detail description of the control mechanism of the
generator side converters 12A-12C is illustrated in the
following paragraphs.

The wind power converter device 4 further includes
generator side control modules 41A-41C each correspond-
ing to one of the generator side converters 12A-12C. The
generator side control modules 41A-41C generate three
phase voltage control signals V1-V3 according to three
phase input current amounts I1-I3 corresponding to the
generator side inputs O1-O3 of the corresponding generator
side converters 12A and 12C and the second axis general
given current component i, ,,,,,+ In an embodiment, the
generator side control modules 41A-41C include identical
architecture. The detail description is made by using the
generator side control module 41A as the example.

Reference is now made to FIG. 5. FIG. 5 is a block
diagram of the generator side control module 41A in an
embodiment of the present disclosure. The generator side
control module 41A includes a current retrieving unit 500, a
first converting unit 502, a first computing unit 504, a second
computing unit 506, a first current control unit 508, a second
current control unit 510 and a second converting unit 512.

The current retrieving unit 500 is electrically coupled to
the generator side inputs O1-O3 of the generator side
converter 12A to retrieve the three phase input current
amount 1. In an embodiment, the three phase input current
amount I1 includes three components i, ;» 1, ,and i,

The first convertlng unit 502 is configured to convert the
three components i, ;, i, , and i_ ; of the three phase input
current amount 11 to a first axis current component i, ; and
a second axis current component i, ,. In an embodiment, the
first converting unit 502 includes a dq rotation coordinate
that comprises a d axis and a q axis. The first axis current
component corresponds to the d axis of the dq rotation
coordinate and the second axis current component i,
corresponds to the q axis of the dq rotation coordinate. In an
embodiment, the first axis current component is a reactive
current component and the second axis current component
i, ; 1s an active current component.

The first computing unit 504 is configured to perform
computation to generate a first axis difference i, ,,according
to the first axis current component and a first axis indepen-
dent given current component i, ..

The second computing unit 506 is configured to perform
computation to generate a second axis difference i, ,,
according to the second axis current component i, , and the
second axis general given current component i, .. In the
present embodiment, the second axis general given current
component i, ,,,,,« 15 provided by an external control mod-
ule (not illustrated). The generator side control module 41A
can deliver the second axis general given current component
iy yorm+ received from the external control module to the
generator side control modules 41B and 41C. In the present
embodiment, the generator side control module 41A per-
forms communication with the generator side control mod-
ules 41B and 41C. In other embodiments, the second axis
general given current component i, ,,,,,,,» can be received by
the generator side control module 41B or 41C from the
external control module and can be delivered to other
generator side control modules.
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The first current control unit 508 is configured to generate
a first axis voltage control signal V; , according to the first
axis difference i, ;. The second current control unit 510 is
configured to generate a second axis voltage control signal
V, , according to the second axis difference i, ,, The
second converting unit 512 is configured to convert the first
axis voltage control signal V, ; and the second axis voltage
control signal V_ , to the three phase voltage control signal
V1. In an embodiment, the three phase voltage control signal
V1 includes three components V,, ;, V, ; and V_ .. In an
embodiment, each of the three components V,, ,, Vb_l. and
V_ ; can be a pulse width modulation (PWM) signal.

Therefore, by using the three phase voltage control signal
V1 to control the semiconductor switches in the generator
side converter 12A to be turned on or turned off, the
secondary generator side converter 12A operates in either a
rectifying state, an inverting state or a non-operation state.
The wind power converter device 4 can perform efficient
control on the generator side converters 12A-12C through
the generator side control modules 41A-41C by using the
method described above.

Reference is now made to FIG. 6. FIG. 6 is a circuit
diagram of a wind power converter device 6 in an embodi-
ment of the present disclosure. The wind power converter
device 6 includes grid side converters 10A-10B, generator
side converters 12A-12B and a DC bus module. Similar to
the wind power converter device 1 illustrated in FIG. 1, the
grid side converters 10A-10B of the wind power converter
device 6 are connected in series and the generator side
converters 12A-12B are connected in series. Most of the
components included in the wind power converter device 6
are identical to those included in the wind power converter
device 1. The only difference is that both the number of the
grid side converters 10A-10B and the generator side con-
verters 12A-12B is two.

Most of the components included in the wind power
converter device 6 are identical to those included in the wind
power converter device 1. The difference is that the DC bus
module further includes an intermediate DC bus electrically
coupled between the second DC input IN2 of the grid side
converter 10A and the second DC output OUT2 of the
generator side converter 12A.

It is noted that in addition to the examples that include the
grid side converters and the generator side converters having
the number of three or two, the wind power converter device
may include more number of grid side converters and the
generator side converters in other embodiments and can
accomplish an efficient control mechanism by using the
method described above.

Reference is now made to FIG. 7. FIG. 7 is a circuit
diagram of a wind power converter device 7 in an embodi-
ment of the present disclosure.

The architecture of the wind power converter device 7 is
identical to that of the wind power converter device 6
illustrated in FIG. 6. The grid side converters 70A-70B
included in the wind power converter device 7 are connected
in series and the generator side converters 72A-72B
included in the wind power converter device 7 are connected
in series. The difference between the wind power converter
device 7 and the wind power converter device 6 is that the
grid side converters 70A-70B and the generator side con-
verters 72A-72B included in the wind power converter
device 7 are three-level converters. The generator side
control modules 71A and 71B included in the wind power
converter device 7 can use the method described above to
control the generator side converters 72A-72B.
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Similarly, the architecture of the three-level converters
can be used in the wind power converter device 1 illustrated
in FIG. 1 as well.

Reference is now made to FIG. 8. FIG. 8 is a circuit
diagram of a wind power converter device 8 in an embodi-
ment of the present disclosure.

The wind power converter device 8 includes a grid side
converter 80A, generator side converters 82A-82B and a DC
bus module. The generator side converters 82A-82B are
connected in series. However, the grid side converter 80A in
the wind power converter device 8 is a three-level converter.
The generator side converters 82A-82B are two-level con-
verters. The second DC output OUT2 of the generator side
converter 82A and the first DC output OUT1 of the generator
side converter 82B are coupled in series. In the present
embodiment, the DC bus module includes two DC buses 800
and 802 corresponding to the generator side converters 82A
and 82B and the grid side converter 80A. The DC bus 800
is electrically coupled to the first DC output OUT1 of the
generator side converter 82A and the first DC input IN1 of
the grid side converter 80A. The DC bus 802 is electrically
coupled to the second DC output OUT?2 of the generator side
converter 82B and the second DC input IN2 of the grid side
converter 80A. No DC bus is disposed between the second
DC output OUT?2 of the generator side converter 82A and
the first DC output OUT1 of the generator side converter
82B and the intermediate input INO of the grid side converter
80A. In the present embodiment, the generator side control
modules 81A and 81B included in the wind power converter
device 8 can use the methods described in FIG. 2 and FIG.
3 to control the generator side converters 82A-82B.

In an embodiment, the DC bus module further include bus
capacitors C1-C4 each electrically coupled between the first
DC input IN1 and the intermediate input IN0 of the grid side
converter 80A, between the intermediate input INO and the
second DC inputs IN2 of the generator side converters 80A,
and between the first DC output OUT1 and the second DC
output OUT2 of the generator side converters 82A-82B to
support the voltages of these terminals.

In an embodiment, the wind power converter device 8
further includes chopper circuits 83A and 83B. The chopper
circuits 83 A and 83B are respectively disposed between the
two ends of the bus capacitor C3 and the two ends of the bus
capacitor C4 to perform a voltage balancing protection to the
generator side converters 82A-82B.

In an embodiment, the wind power converter device is
similar to the wind power converter device 8 illustrated in
FIG. 8 but includes the DC bus module that has the DC
buses 800, 801 and 802. The DC bus 800 is electrically
coupled to the first DC input IN1 of the grid side converter
80A and the first DC output OUT1 of the generator side
converter 82A. The DC bus 801 is electrically coupled to the
intermediate input INO of the grid side converter 80A and the
second DC output OUT2 of the generator side converter
82A. The DC bus 802 is electrically coupled to the second
DC input IN2 of the grid side converter 80A and the second
DC output OUT2 of the generator side converter 82B. The
generator side control modules 81 A and 81B included in the
wind power converter device 8 can use the method described
in FIG. 5 to control the generator side converters 82A-82B.

Similarly, such an asymmetrical architecture can be used
in the wind power converter device 1.

Reference is now made to FIG. 9. FIG. 9 is a circuit
diagram of a wind power converter device 9 in an embodi-
ment of the present disclosure.

The wind power converter device 9 includes grid side
converters 90A-90B, a generator side converter 92A and a
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DC bus module. The grid side converters 90A-90B are
connected in series. However, the generator side converter
92A in the wind power converter device 9 is a three-level
converter. The grid side converters 90A-90B are two-level
converters. In the present embodiment, the DC bus module
includes two DC buses 900 and 902 corresponding to the
grid side converters 90A-90B and the generator side con-
verter 92A. The DC bus 900 is electrically coupled to the
first DC input IN1 of the grid side converter 90 A and the first
DC output OUT1 of the generator side converter 92A. The
DC bus 902 is electrically coupled to the second DC input
IN2 of'the grid side converter 90B and the second DC output
OUT?2 of the generator side converter 92A. The DC bus is
not disposed between the second DC input IN2 of the grid
side converter 90A and the first DC input IN1 of the grid side
converter 90B and the intermediate output OUTO of the
generator side converter 92A.

In an embodiment, the wind power converter device is
similar to the wind power converter device 9 illustrated in
FIG. 9 but includes the DC bus module that has the DC
buses 900, 901 and 902. The DC bus 900 is electrically
coupled to the first DC input IN1 of the grid side converter
90A and the first DC output OUT1 of the generator side
converter 92A. The DC bus 901 is electrically coupled to the
second DC input IN2 of the grid side converter 90A and the
first DC input IN1 of the grid side converter 90B and the
intermediate output OUTO of the generator side converter
92A. The DC bus 902 is electrically coupled to the second
DC input IN2 of the grid side converter 90B and the second
DC output OUT2 of the generator side converter 92A.

In an embodiment, the DC bus module further include bus
capacitors C1-C4 each electrically coupled between the first
DC input IN1 and the second DC input IN2 of the grid side
converter 90A, between the first DC input IN1 and the
second DC input IN2 of the grid side converter 90B and
between the first DC output OUT1, the intermediate output
OUTO0 and the second DC output OUT2 of the generator side
converter 92A to support the voltages of these terminals.

In an embodiment, the wind power converter device 9
further includes chopper circuits 93A and 93B. The chopper
circuits 93A and 93B are respectively disposed between the
two ends of the bus capacitor C3 and the two ends of the bus
capacitor C4 to perform a voltage balancing protection to the
generator side converter 92A.

Similarly, such an asymmetrical architecture can be used
in the wind power converter device 1.

Reference is now made to FIG. 10. FIG. 10 is a circuit
diagram of a wind power converter device 10 in an embodi-
ment of the present disclosure. The wind power converter
device 10 includes grid side converters 100A-100B, gen-
erator side converters 102A-102D and a DC bus module. In
an embodiment, the grid side converters 100A-100B are
three-level converters and include identical components.
The grid side converters 100A-100B are electrically coupled
to the grid 16 and are electrically coupled in series. The
second DC input IN2 of the grid side converter 100A and the
first DC input IN1 of the grid side converter 100B are
coupled in series.

In an embodiment, the generator side converters 102A-
102D include identical components and are two-level con-
verters. The generator side converters 102A-102D are elec-
trically coupled to the generator device 18. Any two of the
neighboring generator side converters 102A-102D are
coupled in series through the first DC output OUT1 and the
second DC output OUT2.

Take the generator side converters 102A and 102B as an
example, the second DC output OUT2 of the generator side
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converter 102A is coupled in series to the first DC output
OUT1 of the generator side converter 102B. Similarly, the
second DC output OUT2 of the generator side converter
102B is coupled in series to the first DC output OUT1 of the
generator side converter 102C. Similarly, the second DC
output OUT2 of the generator side converter 102C is
coupled in series to the first DC output OUT1 of the
generator side converter 102D.

The DC bus module includes DC buses 1000-1004. The
DC bus 1000 is electrically coupled to the first DC input IN1
of the grid side converter 108A and the first DC output
OUT1 of the generator side converter 102A. The DC bus
1002 is electrically coupled to the second DC input IN2 of
the grid side converter 100B and the second DC output
OUT?2 of the generator side converter 102D. The DC bus
1001 is electrically coupled to the intermediate input INO of
the grid side converter 100A and the first DC output OUT1
of the generator side converter 102B. The DC bus 1003 is
electrically coupled to the second DC input IN2 of the grid
side converter 100A and the second DC output OUT?2 of the
generator side converter 102B. The DC bus 1004 is electri-
cally coupled to the intermediate input INO of the grid side
converter 100B and the first DC output OUT1 of the
generator side converter 102D.

Therefore, the generator side control modules 101A-101D
included in the wind power converter device 10 can use the
method described in FIG. 5 to control the generator side
converters 102A-102D.

In another embodiment, the DC bus module can only
include two DC buses 1000 and 1002 that correspond to the
grid side converters 100A and 100B and the generator side
converters 102A and 102D. The DC bus is not disposed
between the intermediate input INO of the grid side con-
verter 100A and the first DC output OUT1 of the generator
side converter 102B, between the second DC input IN2 of
the grid side converter 100A and the second DC output
OUT?2 of the generator side converter 102B and between the
intermediate input INO of the grid side converter 100B and
the first DC output OUT1 of the generator side converter
102D.

The generator side control modules 101A-101D included
in such a wind power converter device 10 can use the
methods described in FIG. 2 and FIG. 3 to control the
generator side converters 102A-102D.

In an embodiment, the DC bus module further includes
bus capacitors C1-C8 each electrically coupled between the
first DC input IN1 and the intermediate input INO and
between the intermediate input IN0 and the second DC input
IN2 of the grid side converter 100A-100B and between the
first DC output OUT1 and the second DC output OUT2 of
the generator side converters 102A-102D to support the
voltages of these terminals.

In an embodiment, the wind power converter device 10
further includes chopper circuits 103A-103D. The chopper
circuits 103A-103D are respectively disposed between the
two ends of the bus capacitors C3, C4, C7 and C8 to perform
a voltage balancing protection to the generator side convert-
ers 102A-102D.

FIG. 11 is a circuit diagram of a wind power converter
device 11 in an embodiment of the present disclosure.

The wind power converter device 11 includes grid side
converters 110A-110D, generator side converters 112A-
112B and a DC bus module. In an embodiment, the grid side
converters 110A-110D include identical components and are
two-level converters. The grid side converters 110A-110D
are electrically coupled to the grid 16. Any two of the
neighboring grid side converters 110A-110D are coupled in

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

14

series through the first DC input IN1 and the second DC
input IN2. Take the grid side converters 110A and 110B as
an example, the second DC input IN2 of the grid side
converter 110A is coupled in series to the first DC input IN1
of the grid side converter 110B.

Similarly, the second DC input IN2 of the grid side
converter 110B is coupled in series to the first DC input IN1
of the grid side converter 110C. Similarly, the second DC
input IN2 of the grid side converter 110C is coupled in series
to the first DC input IN1 of the grid side converter 110D.

In an embodiment, the generator side converters 112A-
112B include identical components and are three-level con-
verters. The generator side converters 112A-112B are elec-
trically coupled to the generator device 18. The second DC
output OUT?2 of the generator side converter 112A and the
first DC output OUT1 of the generator side converter 1126
are coupled in series.

The DC bus module includes DC buses 1100-1104. The
DC bus 1100 is electrically coupled to the first DC input IN1
of the grid side converter 110A and the first DC output
OUT1 of the generator side converter 112A. The DC bus
1102 is electrically coupled to the second DC input IN2 of
the grid side converter 110D and the second DC output
OUT?2 of the generator side converter 112B. The DC bus
1101 is electrically coupled to the intermediate output OUT0
of the generator side converter 112A and the first DC input
IN1 of the grid side converter 110B. The DC bus 1103 is
electrically coupled to the second DC output OUT2 of the
generator side converter 112A and the second DC input IN2
of the grid side converter 110B. The DC bus 1104 is
electrically coupled to the intermediate output OUTO0 of the
generator side converter 112B and the first DC output OUT1
of the grid side converter 110D.

Therefore, the generator side control modules 111A-111B
included in the wind power converter device 11 can use the
method described in FIG. 5 to control the generator side
converters 112A-112B.

In another embodiment, the DC bus module can only
include two DC buses 1100 and 1102 that correspond to the
grid side converters 110A and 110D and the generator side
converters 112A and 112B. The DC bus is not disposed
between the intermediate output OUTO of the generator side
converter 112A and the first DC input IN1 of the generator
side converter 110B, between the second DC output OUT2
of the generator side converter 112A and the second DC
input IN2 of the grid side converter 110B and between the
intermediate output OUTO of the generator side converter
112B and the first DC input IN1 of the grid side converter
110D.

In an embodiment, the wind power converter device 11
further includes chopper circuits 113A-113D. The chopper
circuits 113A-113D are respectively disposed between the
two ends of the bus capacitors C3, C4, C7 and C8 to perform
a voltage balancing protection to the generator side convert-
ers 112A-112B.

The generator side control modules 111A-111B included
in such a wind power converter device 11 can use the
methods described in FIG. 2 and FIG. 3 to control the
generator side converters 112A-112B.

Therefore, it is appreciated from the embodiments from
FIG. 6 to FIG. 11 that the design of the wind power converter
device can be adjusted elastically according to the practical
demands and is not limited to a specific architecture.

FIG. 12 is a circuit diagram of a converter device 12 in an
embodiment of the present disclosure.

The architecture of the converter device 12 is similar to
that of the wind power converter device 7. However, the first
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generator side converters 120A-120B included in the con-
verter device 12 are coupled in series and are coupled to a
motor device 124. The second generator side converters
122A-122B included in the converter device 12 are coupled
in series and are coupled to a generator device 126. The
converter device 12 in the present embodiment is used in the
condition that the distance between the first generator side
converters and the second generator side converters is larger,
such as the converter series-parallel system used in the
propeller of the ships. Moreover, the converter device 12
includes the control modules 121A and 121B. The method
described in FIG. 5 can be used to control the second
generator side converters 122A-122B. Converter device
includes chopper circuits each is disposed between the two
ends of the bus capacitors of the first generator side con-
verters and the second generator side converters.

Although the present disclosure has been described in
considerable detail with reference to certain embodiments
thereof, other embodiments are possible. Therefore, the
spirit and scope of the appended claims should not be limited
to the description of the embodiments contained herein.

It will be apparent to those skilled in the art that various
modifications and variations can be made to the structure of
the present disclosure without departing from the scope or
spirit of the disclosure. In view of the foregoing, it is
intended that the present disclosure cover modifications and
variations of this disclosure provided they fall within the
scope of the following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A wind power converter device comprising:

a plurality of grid side converters each comprising a
plurality of grid side outputs electrically coupled to a
grid, a first direct current (DC) input and a second DC
input, wherein the second DC input of one of any two
of the neighboring grid side converters is coupled in
series to the first DC input of another one of the two
neighboring grid side converters;

a plurality of generator side converters each comprising a
plurality of generator side inputs electrically coupled to
a generator device, a first DC output and a second DC
output, wherein the second DC output of one of any
two of the neighboring generator side converters is
coupled in series to the first DC output of another one
of the two neighboring generator side converters; and

a DC bus [module] circuit electrically coupled between
the grid side converters and the generator side convert-
ers,

wherein the grid side converters comprise a first grid side
converter, a second grid side converter and at least one
intermediate grid side converter, and the generator side
converters comprises a first generator side converter, a
second generator side converter and at least one inter-
mediate generator side converter;

the DC bus [module] circuit comprises a first DC bus and
a second DC bus, wherein the first DC bus is electri-
cally coupled between the first DC input of the first grid
side converter and the first DC output of the first
generator side converter, and the second DC bus is
electrically coupled between the second DC input of
the second grid side converter and the second DC
output of the second generator side converter,

wherein the DC bus [module] circuit comprises a plurality
of DC buses each electrically coupled to the first DC
input of one of the corresponding grid side converters
and the first DC output of one of the corresponding
generator side converters and to the second DC input of
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one of the corresponding grid side converters and the
second DC output of one of the corresponding genera-
tor side converters,

wherein the wind power converter device further com-
prises a plurality of generator side control [modules]
circuits each to receive a three phase input current
amount of the generator side inputs of the generator
side converters and a second axis general given current
component to generate a three phase voltage control
signal accordingly to control the corresponding gen-
erator side converters,

wherein each of the generator side control [modules]
circuits comprises:

a current retrieving [unit] circuit is configured to retrieve
the three phase input current amount;

a first converting [unit] circuit is configured to convert the
three phase input current amount to a first axis current
component and a second axis current component;

a first computing [unit] circuiz is configured to perform
computation to generate a first axis difference accord-
ing to the first axis current component and a first axis
independent given current component;

a second computing [unit] circuit is configured to perform
computation to generate a second axis difference
according to the second axis current component and the
second axis general given current component;

a first current control [unit] circuir to generate a first axis
voltage control signal according to the first axis differ-
ence;

a second current control [unit] circuit to generate a second
axis voltage control signal according to the second axis
difference; and

a second converting [unit] circuit to convert the first axis
voltage control signal and the second axis voltage
control signal to the three phase voltage control signal.

2. The wind power converter device of claim 1, wherein
the DC bus [module] circuit comprises a plurality of bus
capacitors each electrically coupled between the first DC
input and the second DC input of each of the grid side
converters and the first DC output and the second DC output
of each of the generator side converters.

3. The wind power converter device of claim 2, further
comprising a plurality of chopper circuits each electrically
coupled to two ends of each of the bus capacitors.

4. The wind power converter device of claim 1, wherein
the grid side outputs of the grid side converters are coupled
to the grid through a [voltage] transformer.

5. The wind power converter device of claim 1, wherein
the generator device comprises a multiple groups of wind-
ings each electrically coupled to the generator side inputs of
the generator side converters.

[6. The wind power converter device of claim 1, wherein
the generator device is a permanent magnet synchronous
generator device, an excitation synchronous generator
device or an induction generator.]

[7. The wind power converter device of claim 1, wherein
the number of the generator side converters is the same as
the number of the grid side converters.]

8. The wind power converter device of claim 1, wherein
each of the generator side converters is a two-level converter
and each of the grid side converters is a two-level converter;
or each of the generator side converters is a three-level
converter and each of the grid side converters is a three-level
converter.

9. The wind power converter device of claim 1, further
comprising a plurality of chopper circuit each electrically
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coupled to the first DC output and the second DC output of
the generator side converters.

10. A wind power converter device comprising:

a plurality of grid side converters comprising a first grid
side converter and a second grid side converter, each
one of the grid side converters comprising a plurality
of grid side outputs electrically coupled to a grid, a first
direct current (DC) input and a second DC input,
wherein the second DC input of the first grid side
converter is electrically coupled to the first DC input of
the second grid side converter;

a plurality of generator side converters comprising a first
generator side converter and a second generator side
converter, each one of the generator side converters
comprising a plurality of generator side inputs electri-
cally coupled to a generator device, a first DC output
and a second DC output, wherein the second DC output
of the first generator side converter is electrically
coupled to the first DC output of the second generator
side converter; and

a set of DC buses comprising a first DC bus, an inter-
mediate DC bus and a second DC bus,

wherein the first DC bus is electrically coupled between
the first DC input of the first grid side converter and the
first DC output of the first generator side converter, the
intermediate DC bus is electrically coupled between
the second DC input of the first grid side converter and
the second DC output of the first generator side con-
verter and the second DC bus is electrically coupled
between the second DC input of the second grid side
converter and the second DC output of the second
generator side converter;

wherein the first grid side converter is coupled in series
to the second grid side converter; and

the first generator side converter is coupled in series to
the second generator side converter.

11. The wind power converter device of claim 10, wherein
the second DC output of the first generator side converter is
coupled in series to the first DC output of the first generator
side converter through one or more first bus capacitors; and

the second DC input of the second grid side converter is
coupled in series to the first DC input of the second grid
side converter through one or more second bus capaci-
tors.

12. The wind power converter device of claim 10, wherein
the generator device comprises multiple groups of windings
each electrically coupled to the generator side inputs of
corresponding one of the generator side converters.

13. The wind power converter device of claim 10, wherein
the plurality of generator-side converters are arranged
located on a top part of a tower, and the plurality of
grid-side converters are arranged on a bottom part of the
tower or outside the tower.
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14. The wind power converter device of claim 13, further
comprising a plurality of chopper circuit each electrically
coupled to the first DC output and the second DC output of
corresponding one of the generator side converters.

15. The wind power converter device of claim 10, further
comprising a plurality of generator side control circuits
comprising a first generator side control circuit and a
second generator side control circuit, wherein the first
generator side control circuit is configured to receive a
control command from an external controller and control the
first generator side converter, and the second generator side
control circuit is configured to receive the control command
from the first generator side control circuit and control the
second generator side converter.

16. The wind power converter device of claim 15, wherein
each of the gemerator side control circuits receives an
electrical signal of the corresponding generator side con-
verter and the control command to generate a control signal
accordingly to control the operation state of the correspond-
ing generator side converter.

17. The wind power converter device of claim 16, wherein
the electrical signal of the corresponding generator side
converter is a three phase input current amount of the
generator side inputs, the control command is a second axis
general given current component, and the control signal is
a three phase voltage control signal.

18. The wind power converter device of claim 15, wherein
each of the generator side control circuits comprises:

a current retrieving circuit is configured to retrieve the

three phase input current amount;

a first converting circuit is configured to convert the three
phase input current amount to a first axis current
component and a second axis current component;

a first computing circuit is configured to perform compu-
tation to generate a first axis difference according to the
first axis current component and a first axis indepen-
dent given current component;

a second computing circuit is configured to perform
computation to gemerate a second axis difference
according to the second axis current component and
the second axis general given current component;

a first current control circuit to gemerate a first axis
voltage control signal according to the first axis dif-
ference;

a second current control civcuit to generate a second axis
voltage control signal according to the second axis
difference; and

a second converting circuit to convert the first axis
voltage control signal and the second axis voltage
control signal to the three phase voltage control signal.
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