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BRACKETASSEMBLY FOR USE AS AN 
ADJUSTABLE REAR DRAWER SLIDE BRACKET 

AND THE LIKE 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates to a bracket assembly for use 
as an adjustable rear drawer slide bracket and the like 
and more particularly, to a bracket assembly for 
mounting and supporting the rearward end of a drawer 
slide, the drawer slide in turn, guiding forward and 
rearward slideable movements of conventional draw 
ers. Even more particularly, this invention relates to 
such a rear drawer slide bracket assembly which is of 
the limited self-alignment type and includes an im 
proved slideable inter-engagement between cooperat 
ing parts of the assembly providing distinct advantages 
in both original manufacture and later use so as to en 
sure a maximum of efficiency in the intended function 
ing thereof. 
Various forms of bracket assemblies for use as rear 

drawer slide brackets have heretofore been provided 
for retaining the rearward ends of the usual drawer 
slides and maintain said drawer slides positioned prop 
erly guiding the forward and rearward movements of 
drawers during the opening and closing thereof. Fur 
thermore, the prior bracket assemblies may be segre 
gated into two general classes, those which after exact 
alignment are mounted secured stationary in a final 
mounted position to rigidly retain the drawer side ends 
during drawer movement, and those which are aligned 
and permanently secured transversely or vertically rel 
ative to the drawer slide ends, but are constructed to 
permit limited movement longitudinally or horizontally 
of the drawer slide ends during drawer movement. It is 
with this latter limited free floating form or limited 
freely adjustable form with which the present invention 
is concerned. 
With the limited freely adjustable forms of bracket 

assemblies, a mounting member is provided normally 
rearwardly secured to a frame portion at the rearward 
end of the drawer and this mounting member, in turn, 
slideably mounts a bracket member to which the rear 
ward end of the drawer slide is attached. The mounting 
member is rigidly secured to the drawer frame and the 
bracket member is longitudinally or horizontally slide 
able thereon for limited slideable movement to thereby 
permit the rearward end of the drawer slide to move 
limited distances horizontally during the drawer for 
ward and rearward movements in opening and closing 
thereof. Thus, assuming that the overall adjustable 
bracket assembly functions as intended, the rearward 
end of the drawer slide during the drawer movementis, 
within the predetermined limits, horizontally free float 
ing and the drawer slide can thereby move to compen 
sate for any, misalignments or irregularities in the 
drawer construction. 
One of the prime requisites therefore, for a freely ad 

justable or free floating form of rear drawer slide 
bracket assembly is that an actual freely slideable con 
dition of the bracket member on the mounting member 
is maintained over a long period of time. Obviously, 
any binding in the bracket member slideable movement 
on the mounting member will prevent the intended 
freely adjustable movement of the drawer slide rear 
ward end and frustrate the entire purpose of the adjust 
able bracket assembly. Furthermore, the major cause 

- of binding between the bracket and mounting members 
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2 
is misalignments between the members and this danger 
can be eliminated by constructing the slideable engage 
ment therebetween so as to maintain at all times proper 
alignment of the bracket member on the mounting 
member. 
Complimentary to the foregoing requisite is the pref 

erence that the parts of the adjustable bracket assem 
bly, the mounting member and the bracket member, be 
retained assembled in their final properly functioning 
form during the original installation of the bracket as 
sembly on the drawer frame so that the workman, dur 
ing such installation, is only required to handle a single 
integral assembly without concern that the various 
parts thereof will become disassembled and misaligned 
during such installation. This maintenance of proper 
assembly is, of course, important after the installation 
and during use in order to maintain the proper align 
ment to eliminate any possibility of binding as previ 
ously discussed. Still further, although it is desirable to 
satisfy the foregoing requisites, it is equally important 
to provide the adjustable bracket assembly for a mini 
mum of material and labor cost so that, despite the re 
tention of assembly between the mounting and bracket 
members once the same are assembled, such assembly 
must be of a simple and convenient procedure requir 
ing a minimum of time and expense. 
OBJECTS AND SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is, therefore, an object of this invention to provide 
a bracket assembly for use as an adjustable rear drawer 
slide bracket and the like wherein the assembly in 
cludes inter-engaged parts between mounting and 
bracket members thereof which maintain the bracket 
member at all times properly aligned and freely slide 
able on the mounting member, thereby eliminating 
dangers of binding therebetween to ensure proper 
functioning as intended. According to a preferred em 
bodiment of the present invention, the bracket member 
includes a preferably rectangular slide portion longitu 
dinally slideably received in a similarly rectangular, but 
longitudinally elongated, rearwardly opening groove of 
the mounting member, a bracket portion of the bracket 
member extending forwardly through a limited opening 
of the mounting member. Engagement means, prefera 
bly inter-engaged flanges, are transversely engaged be 
tween the mounting and bracket members permitting 
the relative longitudinal slideable movement therebe 
tween while maintaining proper alignment, but resist 
ing rearward separation of the bracket member slide 
portion from the mounting member groove. 

It is a further object of the present invention to pro 
vide a bracket assembly for use as an adjustable rear 
-drawer slide bracket and the like wherein the mounting 
and bracket members thereof, once originally assem 
bled, are retained at all times in such assembly, both 
during original installation and during use. Again, the 
engagement means between the mounting and bracket 
members once accomplished retains such members 
properly assembled so that during installation of the 
overall bracket assembly by a workman, there is no dif 
ficulty of multiple parts which can become disassem 
bled and there is no danger that the proper, assembled 
relationship between the mounting and bracket mem 
bers will not be maintained in the finally mounted as 
sembly. This thereby provides for ease of installation 
and ensures that the proper relationship between the 
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mounting and bracket members will be maintained 
throughout use of the bracket assembly. 

It is still a further object of this invention to provide 
a bracket assembly for use as an adjustable rear drawer 
slide bracket and the like wherein, despite the conve 
nience and positiveness of proper assembly between 
the mounting and bracket members as supplied by the 
engagement means provided therebetween, these 
mounting and bracket members are easily originally as 
sembled and do not require the use of any special as 
sembly tools or complicated procedures. In the pre 
ferred form including the previously discussed trans 
versely inter-engaging flanges between the mounting 
and bracket members, such members are formed of 
plastic having the physical qualities such that the mem 
bers are relatively rigid in free standing form, but are 
somewhat flexible when specifically directed forces are 
applied thereto. Thus, with the maintenance of proper 
production tolerances, the bracket member is merely 
inserted and "snapped' into assembly in the mounting 
member, the flexibility permitting the respective flange 
inter-engagement, while such flange inter-engagement 
resists separation between the mounting and bracket 
member unless deliberate forces are specifically di 
rected with the intention of accomplishing such disen 
gagement. 
Other objects and advantages of the invention will be 

apparent from the following specification and the ac 
companying drawings which are for the purpose of ill 
lustration only. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

FIG. 1 is a prospective view showing a rear drawer 
slide bracket incorporating the principles of the present 
invention in finally mounted position operable for sup 
porting a drawer slide; 
FIG. 2 is a vertical sectional view, looking in the di 

rection of the arrows 2-2 in FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a horizontal sectional view, looking in the 

direction of the arrows 3-3 in FIG. 1; 
FIG. 4 is a slightly enlarged prospective view showing 

the bracket assembly of FIG. 1 removed from its 
mounting surface and exposing the rearward portion 
thereof; and 
FIG. 5 is a further enlarged, fragmentary, prospective 

view showing the bracket assembly as positioned in 
FIG. 4, but with portions thereof in vertical section. 
DESCRIPTION OF THE BEST EMBODIMENT 

CONTEMPLATED 

Referring to the drawing, a preferred embodiment of 
the bracket assembly of the present invention is shown 
as including a mounting member generally indicated at 
10 and a bracket member generally indicated at 12. 
The mounting and bracket members 10 and 12 are 
each preferably unitary and are preferably formed by 
molding from plastic such as high-density polyethylene, 
having some self-lubricity qualities well known to those 
skilled in the art. Furthermore, these two unitary com 
ponents of the bracket assembly preferably form the 
entire of a single assembly with the exception of fasten 
ers and the like used for final mounting thereof as will 
be hereinafter more fully explained. 
The mounting member 10 is preferably longitudinally 

or horizontally elongated presenting a generally rectan 
gular configuration in forward or rearward appearance 
and includes longitudinally spaced thinner end portions 
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4 
14 longitudinally separated by a forwardly thickened 
and longitudinally elongated central portion 16. A rear 
ward surface 18 of the mounting member 10 formed by 
the end portions 14 and a part of the central portion 16 
is uniformly flat adapted for mounting abuttment 
against a forwardly facing surface of a usual drawer 
frame 20. Furthermore, each of the end portions 14 has 
a transversely or vertically elongated fastener opening 
22 formed therethrough for receiving usual fasteners, 
in this case, wood screws 24 to secure the mounting 
member 10 to the surface of the drawer frame 20, the 
mounting again to be hereinafter further discussed. 
A longitudinally elongated groove 26 is formed in the 

rearward surface 18 of the mounting member 10, 
which groove opens rearwardly and is generally rectan 
gular in rearward appearance so as to be U-shaped in 
transverse cross-section with transversely or vertically 
spaced border portions 28 and longitudinally or hori 
zontally spaced, closed end portions 30. In view of the 
rectangular configuration of the groove 26, the border 
portions 28 extend longitudinally parallel and the 
closed end portions 30 extend transversely parallel. It 
should be further noted that the groove 26 is formed 
totally within the central portion 16 of the mounting 
member 10 and with the increased thickness of this 
central portion presents a front wall 32 of slightly re 
duced dimensions from the overall longitudinal and 
transverse dimensions of the central portion 16. 
Within this groove front wall 32 of the mounting 

member central portion 16 is formed an opening 34 
communicating with the interior of the groove 26 and 
forwardly through the mounting member central por 
tion 16. The opening 34 is likewise longitudinally elon 
gated and generally rectangular preferably extending 
transversely nearly to the border portions 28 of the 
mounting member central portion 16. Important, how 
ever, is the fact that the opening 34 extends longitudi 
nally only a portion of the longitudinal distance of the 
groove 26, preferably being positioned longitudinally 
central of the groove longitudinal extent. 

Equally important, and as best seen in FIGS. 2, 4 and 
5, the border portions 28 of the mounting member cen 
tral portion 16 are formed with transversely inwardly 
extending flanges 36 spaced rearwardly of the front 
wall 32. The flanges 36 are preferably longitudinally 
central of the groove 26 extending longitudinally ap 
proximately one half of the groove longitudinal extent, 
but nevertheless extending a substantial portion of said 
groove. As is clearly seen in FIGS. 2 and 5 the flanges 
36 in their inward extent angle approximately 30° away 
from the vertical plane of the front wall 32 and then 
angle back outwardly and rearwardly to the rearward 
surface 18 at an angle of approximately 30 to a hori 
zontal plane for a purpose to be hereinafter described. 
The bracket member 12 includes a preferably gener 

ally rectangular slide portion 38 and a transversely 
elongated and forwardly projecting bracket portion 40. 
The slide portion 38 is of slightly less forward and rear 
ward thickness than the depth of the groove 26 in the 
mounting member 10 so as to present a flat rearward 
surface 42 and a flat forward surface 44 except for the 
forward projection of the bracket portion 40. Further. 
more, spaced forwardly of the slide portion rearward 
surface 42 and extending forwardly to the forward sur 
face 44, the slide portion 38 is formed at transversely 
spaced and longitudinally extending edges 46 thereof 
with generally right angled, outwardly projecting 
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flanges 48 dimensioned to forwardly and rearwardly 
interfere with the mounting member flanges 36 but re 
ceivable forwardly thereof within the groove 26. 
The bracket member slide portion 38 extends longi 

tudinally a spaced lesser distance than the mounting 
member groove 26 but a greater distance than the lon 
gitudinal extent of the mounting member opening 34, 
while the bracket member bracket portion 40 is only 
approximately one-third the longitudinal dimensions of 
the mounting member opening 34. Thus, with the 
transverse dimensions of the bracket member bracket 
portion 40 slightly less than the transverse dimensions 
of the mounting member opening 34, and with the 
bracket member slide portion 38 within the mounting 
member groove 26 projecting the bracket member 
bracket portion 40 through the mounting member 
opening 34, the flanges 48 of the bracket member slide 
portion 38 may engage forwardly behind the mounting 
member flanges 36. These inter-engaged flanges 36 and 
48 will, therefore, retain the bracket member 12 from 
rearward movement out of the mounting member 
groove 26 while maintaining longitudinal alignment be 
tween the mounting and bracket members 10 and 12 
during longitidinal slideable movement of the bracket 
member within the mounting member groove as per 
mitted by the mounting member groove being longitu 
dinally enlarged over the bracket member slide portion 
and the mounting member opening 34 being longitudi 
nally enlarged over the bracket member bracket por 
tion 40. 
During manufacture of the bracket assembly formed 

by the mounting member 10 and the bracket member 
12, after proper molding of the respective members, 
the members may be assembled despite the interfer 
ence of the respective flanges 36 and 48 due to the par 
ticular described formation of these flanges combined 
with the fact that the mounting member 10 is formed 
of a material providing the mounting member border 
portions 28 slightly flexible, in this case formed of plas 
tic. Such assembly is accomplished merely by project 
ing the bracket member bracket portion 40 forwardly 
through the mounting member opening 34 and for 
wardly forcing the bracket member slide portion 38 
into the mounting member groove 26, the bracket 
member flanges 48 engaging the transversely inwardly 
facing angled surfaces on the border portions 28 or the 
mounting member flanges 36 and forcing these mount 
ing member border portions 28 flexibly outwardly to 
permit the inter-engagement of the respective flanges 
36 and 48 as previously described. The bracket mem 
ber 12, therefore, with this transversely outwardly resil 
ient flexing of the mounting member border portions 
28 “snaps' into final position within the mounting 
member groove 26 and is retained therein longitudi 
nally slideable by the inter-engagement of the flanges 
36 and 48. 

It should be kept in mind, however, that in order to 
provide the maximum simplicity of construction and 
manufacture of the mounting member 10 and bracket 
member 12 having the above described simple and con 
venient "snap" final assembly, it is only necessary that 
either the mounting member flanges 36 or the bracket 
member flanges 48 be in and of themselves flexible or 
mounted on flexible members such that resilient flexing 
is permitted to interengage the respective flanges with 
the resilience returning the flanges to original positions 
for inter-engaging and preventing rearward movement 
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6 
of the bracket member slide portion 38 rearwardly 
from the mounting member groove 26. In the preferred 
embodiment shown, although both the mounting mem 
ber flanges 36 and the bracket member flanges 48 are 
somewhat resiliently flexible as are the remainders of 
the mounting member 10 and bracket member 12 due 
to all of the same being formed of a relatively rigid, yet 
slightly resiliently flexible plastic, the mounting mem 
ber flanges 36 can be said to be transversely resiliently 
flexible by virtue of the flexibility of both these flanges 
and the mounting member groove border portions 28. 
With the aid of the angular formations of the mounting 
member border portions 28, the mounting member 
border portions 28 flex transversely outwardly due to 
the transverse outward pressure on the mounting men 
ber flanges 36, all of which permit the "snap' engage 
ment of the overall mounting member and bracket 
member assembly, the mounting member returning to 
original shape to retain this final assembly while still ef 
ficiently guiding the bracket member 12 in its longitu 
dinal slideable movements within the mounting mem 
ber groove 26. 

it is also pointed out that although in the particular 
embodiment shown, the longitudinal movement of the 
bracket member 12 within the mounting member 
groove. 26 is determined as to the longitudinal limits 
thereof by abuttment of the longitudinally spaced ends 
of the bracket member slide portion 38 against the end 
portions 30 of the mounting member groove 26 while 
the mounting member opening 34 is sufficiently longi 
tudinally large to eliminate abuttment of the bracket 
member bracket portion 40 with the mounting member 
10, the reverse could be true. In other words, the size 
of the mounting member opening 34 could determine 
the longitudinal limits of movement of the bracket 
member 12 by the bracket member bracket portion 40 
engaging the limits of this mounting member opening. 
It is preferred however, to provide the particular inter 
related structure of the mounting and bracket members 
10 and 12 as shown and described so as to relieve 
stresses on the lesser thickened sections of the bracket 
member bracket portion 40 and the mounting member 
central portion 16 around the opening 34 by closing the 
longitudinally spaced ends of the mounting member 
groove 26 to provide the longitudinal limits of move 
ment for the bracket member slide portion 38. 
After the assembly of the mounting member 10 and 

bracket member 12 into the overall final bracket as 
sembly as described, the bracket assembly is ready for 
mounting on the forward surface of the drawer frame 
20. This is accomplished by relatively closely aligning 
the mounting member 10 both longitudinally and trans 
versely, and then engaging the fasteners or screws 24 
through the mounting member fastener, openings 22 
and into the drawer frame 20. During final tightening 
of the screws 24, the mounting member 10 is exactly as 
possible transversely aligned with the desired vertical 
level of the rearward end of a drawer slide .50 as shown 
in FIG. 1, the entire purpose of the bracket assembly, 
of course, being to support this drawer slide rearward 
end during forward and rearward drawer movement 
wherein the drawer slide serves as at least part of the 
support for the drawer in the conventional manner. 

65 Still further, in this overall positioning of the bracket 
assembly on the drawer frame 20, the bracket assembly 
will be positioned longitudinally or horizontally so that 

: the drawer slide 50 may rearwardly telescope over the 
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bracket portion 40 of the bracket member 12 when this 
bracket portion is approximately midway longitudinally 
of the mounting member opening 34. 
Thus, according to the principles of the present in 

vention, a bracket assembly is provided by the assem 
bled mounting and bracket members 10 and 12 which 
forms a secure support for the rearward end of a 
drawer slide 50, yet permits the drawer slide rearward 
end to float longitudinally for slight misalignments of 
drawer forward and rearward movement. During such 
floating support of the drawer slide during such drawer 
movement, the bracket member 12 is maintained in as 
sembly with the mounting member 10 and ensured of 
free slideable movement thereon by the inter-engaged 
flanges 36 and 48 between the assembled mounting and 
bracket member parts of the assembly so as to, in turn, 
ensure proper floating drawer support throughout the 
use of the drawer. Despite the unique and positively 
functioning attributes of the bracket assembly of the 
present invention, the bracket assembly is still of a 
maximum simplified form and one which is not only 
easy to manufacture and then assemble, but one which 
is likewise easily mounted in view of the slideable 
bracket member 12 being securely retained in proper 
assembly with the mounting member 10 by these inter 
engaged flanges 36 and 48. 

claim: 
1. In a bracket assembly for use as a rear drawer slide 

bracket and the like, the combination of: a mounting 
member adapted for rearward mounting of a rearward 
surface thereof against a mounting surface, said mount 
ing member having a generally longitudinally extending 
groove formed therein opening rearwardly through said 
rearward surface and defining transversely spaced and 
generally longitudinally extending parallel groove bor 
der portions on said mounting member, a bracket 
opening formed through said mounting member com 
municating rearwardly into said groove and forwardly 
through said mounting member, said opening having 
longitudinal dimensions less than longitudinal dimen 
sions of said groove; a bracket member having a rear 
ward slide portion longitudinally slideably positioned in 
said mounting member groove with a rearward surface 
generally aligned with said mounting member rearward 
surface and having a bracket portion positioned pro 
jecting forwardly from said slide portion through said 
mounting member opening longitudinally movable 
within said opening, said slide and bracket portions 
each having longitudinal dimensions spaced less than 
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the respective of said mounting member groove and 
opening permitting longitudinal slideable movement of 
said bracket member in said mounting member groove 
and opening; engagement means including longitudi 
nally extending flanges between said groove border 
portions of said mounting member and said slide por 
tion of said bracket member transversely interengaged 
permitting said longitudinal slideable movement of said 
bracket member relative to said mounting member 
while resisting rearward movement of said bracket 
member slide portion from said mounting member 
groove and rearwardly through said groove rearward 
opening; at least parts of said mounting and bracket 
members at said engagement means being formed rigid 
in free standing condition while being flexible upon a 
flexing force being exerted thereagainst for rearward 
separation of said slide portion of said bracket member 
from said groove border portions of said mounting 
member by said flexing force. 

2. The bracket assembly as defined in claim 1 in 
which said mounting member groove also defines longi 
tudinally spaced and generally transversely extending 
parallel groove border portions on said mounting mem 
ber longitudinally closing said groove for longitudinally 
and transversely enclosing said bracket member. 

3. The bracket assembly as defined in claim 1 in 
which said groove border portions of said mounting 
member including engagement means flanges thereon 
are formed of a plastic rigid in free standing condition 
while being flexible upon a flexing force being exerted 
thereagainst; and in which said engagement means 
flanges formed on said groove border portions of said 
mounting member release said resisting of said bracket 
member slideable portion rearward movement rear 
wardly through said groove rearward opening upon 
said flexing force being exerted causing flexing of said 
groove border portions of said mounting member. 

4. The bracket assembly as defined in claim 1 in 
which each of said mounting member and said bracket 
member is formed unitary of a plastic rigid in free 
standing condition while being flexible upon a flexing 
force being exerted thereagainst; and in which said 
groove border portions of said mounting member flex 
transversely releasing said engagement means flange 
interengagement and permit said bracket member 
slideable portion rearward movement rearwardly 
through said groove rearward opening upon said flex 
ing force being exerted. 
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