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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A Felicia characterized by large flower heads contain 

ing rich blue ray flowers freely produced on a robust 
plant. 

This invention relates to a new variety of Felicia plant, 
which plant has the botanical name polyploid Felicia 
annelloides, and is from the Compositae family and 
Asterae tribe. The plant ordinarily grows to a height 
about 48 cm. in a spread of about 75 cm. or more in a 
mound shape having a fairly dense sub-shrub with mod 
erately stiff growth. 
The present new or improved variety of Felicia is char 

acterized by its large flower heads containing rich blue ray 
flowers freely produced on a robust plant, as set forth 
in the new description of the new variety. 
The new variety of Felicia plants according to the pres 

ent invention was developed in Duarte, Calif., and is a 
third generation from a seed of a "Santa Anita' Felicia 
from the Los Angeles County Arboretum in Arcadia, 
Calif. The "Santa Anita' Felicia is a tetrapolid, a sprawl 
ing plant with narrow light blue petals, originally from 
South Africa. 
The accompanying drawings show a typical specimen of 

the plant according to this invention in bloom and are 
depicted in color as nearly true as it is reasonably possible 
to make the same a color photograph of this character, 
in which: 

FIG. 1 is a side view of the plant in bloom; and 
FIG. 2 is a closeup view of several heads of flowers. 
Each head of the new variety of plant comprises a plu 

rality of ray flowers disposed somewhat irregularly 
around a plurality of disk flowers. The ray flowers are 
about 13 mm. long and about 5.5 mm. wide and are 
elliptical in outline. When in bloom, the upper surface 
of the ray flowers are a substantially uniform violet-blue 
color, 96C on the Royal Horticultural Society (RHS) 
fans. The ray flowers have longitudinal veins of slightly 
darker color (96A RHS). The underside of the ray flowers 
are a substantially uniform violet-blue color (97C RHS). 
About thirteen ray flowers are disposed on each flower 
head, although that number may vary from head to head. 
The disk flowers each have a width of about 11 mm. and 
is composed of mostly sterile flowers having a yellow 
orange color (14A RHS). The flower color is dependent 
upon nutrition and temperature range, and poor nutrition 
or increased temperature will make the flower petals fade 
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sooner. The flower head has no fragrance. Each flower 
head lasts approximately 2 to 3 days cut and 3 to 4 days 
on the plant. 
The buds of the plant are elongated and spheroid, the 

upper portion being green (143A RHS) and having spots 
of grayish-red (178A RHS). The lower portion of the 
bud is yellow green in color (144B RHS). The bud scales 
are puberulent and are furrowed longitudinally. 
The seeds are achenes, furrowed along one edge and 

slightly puberulent. The seeds are ellipsoidal and about 
3 mm. long and 2 mm. wide. The color of the seeds 
varies between black (202A RHS) and brown (200A 
RHS). 
The involucre comprises a single row of bracts each 

having a diameter of about 1 mm. in a height of about 
9 mm. The upper portion of the body of the bracts are 
green (141B RHS) having grayish-red spots (178ARHS). 
The lower portion of the bracts are yellow-green (14.4B 
RHS). The diameter of the involucre is about 9 mm. 
and its texture is puberulent. The capitula are solitary and 
have a width of about 3.8 cm. 
The stem of the plant is green (143B RHS), tinged and 

minutely spotted with grayish-red spots (178ARHS). The 
main trunk stem diameter is about 1 cm. or more and 
contains internodes of about 3 cm. in length. The other 
Stems are about 3 mm. in diameter and contain internodes 
of about 1.3 cm. in length. The peduncle is green (14.4B 
RHS) and is about 15 cm. long and 2 mm. thick. The 
peduncle is puberulent and minutely spotted with grayish 
red spots (178A RHS). 
The leaves are elliptic-spatulate, expetiolate, and some 

what clasping with an acute tip. The length of leaves are 
to about 3.5 cm. with a width to about 2.5 cm. The upper 
side of each leaf is green (143A RHS) and are puberulent 
from raised spots. The main veins are depressed and are 
of lighter green (143C RHS). The lower surface of the 
leaf is green (143B RHS), with the main veins raised. 
The lower surface of the leaves are puberulent with the 
margins entire ciliate. The foliage is in abundance. 
The new and distinct plant variety has been asexually 

reproduced in Duarte, Calif., from cuttings of the plant. 
The new variety of Felicia plant is vigorous in growth 
and a prolific producer of blossoms. The plant produces 
larger flower heads of a richer blue than other varieties 
of Felicia and is very robust. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A new and distinct variety of Felicia plant substan 

tially as herein described and illustrated, characterized as 
to novelty in that the flower heads contain rich blue ray 
flowers and are freely produced on a robust plant as com 
pared to other varieties of Felicia. 

No references cited. 

ROBERTE. BAGWILL, Primary Examiner 


