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(54) Title: INTELLIGENT TRANSACTION ROUTER AND PROCESS FOR HANDLING MULTI-PRODUCT POINT OF SALE
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(57) Abstract: A transaction router (30) enables the point-of-sale activation (POSA) of POSA type devices (40), such as POSA
& pre-paid gift cards, debit cards, telephone cards, and cellular replenishment cards, while utilizing a standard credit card swipe termi-
m nal/reader (10). The transaction router (30) receives the output of the terminal/reader (10) and allows standard credit and debit card
& transactions to pass to the financial transaction processing entity (54) that is called by the terminal/reader (10), to allow the financial
& transaction to be carried out in the normal manner. However, if the card or device being read by the terminal/reader (10) is a POSA
(g type device (40) to be activated, then the router (30) instead routes the communication initiated by the terminal/reader (10) to another
processing entity (56) capable of activating the POSA device (40). The terminal/reader (10) is unaware of the existence of the router
(30) and operates in its ordinary manner, whether standard credit or debit cards are being processed, or whether a POSA card (40)
or other POSA device is being activated. Increasing the value of a previously activated POSA card (40) may also be performed.
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