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This invention relates in general to headwear and, more
particularly, to a cap visor and method of making same.

Ordinarily, sport caps are provided with a forwardly
projecting visor or bill which shields the eyes of the wear-
er from direct sunlight. Such visors are usually stitched
to the lower forward margin of the crown and sweat
band of the cap, and consist of a pair of fabric or plastic
sheets which enclose a stifferiing member of cardboard
or other similar material. The visors.are ordinarily made
separately from the -cap and sewed thereto during the
cap-manufacturing operation. In making the visors, a
stiffening member is placed between the two covering
sheets and, thereafter, the covering sheets are stitched so
as to enclose the stiffening member, at which time the
wvisor is ready for assembly with the cap. The stitching
operation requires a certain amount of time to perform
and, furthermore, it has been found that, by stitching the
covering sheets together, it is not always possible to con-
fine the stiffening member tightly therebetween with the
result that the finished cap has a visor with a loose-fitting
reinforcement therein. Such condition is not too satis-
factory since the cap visor may appear to be misshapen
and, moreover, during use, the movement of the stiffener

will tend to abrade and wear through the covering sheets.

1t is, therefore, one of the objects of the present inven-
tion to provide a cap visor having a reinforcing member
which is snugly and immovably positioned therein.

It is also an object of the present invention to provide a
cap visor of the type stated which is unlikely to become
worn or misshapen due to a loose-fitting reinforcement
therein.

It is an additional object of the present invention to
provide a method of making a cap visor which insures a
tight fit between the covering sheets and the reinforcing
member therein.

It is a further object of the present invention to provide
a method of the type stated wherein the reinforcing mem-
ber and covering sheets can be quickly and easily as-
sembled.

It is another object of the present invention to provide a
method of the type stated wherein the need for stitching
the cover sheets together is eliminated.

With the above and other objects in view, my inven-
tion resides in the novel features of form, construction,
arrangement, and combination of parts presently de-
scribed and pointed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings (two sheets)—

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a sport cap having a
visor constructed in accordance with and embodying the
present invention;

FIG. 2 is a top plan view of a visor forming part of the
present invention;

FIGS. 3 and 4 are sectional views taken along lines
33 and 4—4, respectively, of FIG. 2;

FIG. 5 is an exploded perspective view of the heated
platens used in the method forming part of the present
invention; and

FIGS. 6 and 7 are exploded perspective views showing
steps in the method forming part of the present invention.

Referring now in more detail and by reference char-
acters to the drawings, which illustrate a preferred em-
bodiment of the present invention, A designates a sport
cap having a crown 1 provided with a lower margin 2,
and stitched to the lower margin 2 is a forwardly project-
ing visor B, .
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The visor B comprises a pair of substantially congruent
crescent-shaped flexible cover sheets 3, 4, which are
preferably formed of vinyl resin plastic, and are heat-
sealed together at their forward margins 5, 6, along a
narrow arcuate band 7. At their corners 8, 9, the cover
sheets 3, 4, are also heat-sealed together along short,
somewhat widened relatively short bands 10, 11, which
are contiguous with, and extend inwardly from, the band
7, thereby providing pockets 12, 13. Snugly disposed be-
tween the cover sheets 3, 4, is a crescent-shaped stiffening
or reinforcing member 14 which is normally thicker than
the sheets 3, 4, and is preferably ‘ormed of cardboard,
plastic, fiberboard, or the like. The member 14 is pro-
vided with a rear edge 15, which is spaced inwardly
from the rear margins 16 of the cover sheets 3, 4, and is
also provided with a forward edge 17 similar in contour
to the band 7 so as to fit substantially flush thereagainst,
as best seen in FIG. 3. At their opposite ends, the edges
15, 17, meet in points 18, 19, on either side, which fit
snugly and conformably within the pockets 12, 13, re-
spectively. Adjacent the rear edge 15 of the reinforcing
member 14, the cover sheets 3, 4, may, if desired, be
secured together by means of a guide stitch 26, for pur-
poses presently more fully appearing.

In manufacturing the visor B, a pair of co-operating

.+ lectrically heated platens 21, 22, are provided with up-
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standing aligned arcuate ridges 23, 24, respectively, which
are identical in contour with the band 7 and short bands
10, 11, previously described. The upper platen 21 is,
furthermore, movable toward and away from the lower
platen 22, as shown by the arrows in FIGS. 5 and 6. The
cover sheets 3, 4, are superimposed on each other and
placed on the lower platen 22, as shown in FIG. 6, so
that their forward margins 5, 6, rest on the ridge 24.
The upper platen 21 is then lowered so as to press the
ridge 23 against the cover sheet 3, thereby heat-sealing
the cover sheets together along the narrow band 7 and
somewhat widened relatively short bands 10, 11. The
upper platen 21 is then elevated and the heat-sealed
cover sheets removed from the lower platen 22. There-
after, the reinforcing member 14 is inserted between the
cover sheets 3, 4, as shown in FIG. 7, so that the points
18, 19, fit snugly within the pockets 12, 13, and the for-
ward edge 17 abuis the band 7. Since the member 14 is
somewhat flexible, it may be buckled to some extent dur-
ing placement between the cover sheets 3, 4. The cover
sheets 3, 4, may then be loosely secured together at the
guide stitch 20 which is used solely for the purpose of
properly positioning the visor B at the margin 2 prior to
stitching the visor B thereto.

The reinforcing stiffeners 14 of visors B made in ac-
cordance with the present invention will remain snugly
and immovably in place between the cover sheets 3, 4,

by reason of the fact that the pockets 12, 13, hold the

corners 18, 19, of the stiffening member 14. Moreover,
the visors B can be manufactured more quickly than is
possible using the conventional sewing methods, and,
when handled and shipped, the members 14 will not shift
about between the cover sheets 3, 4.

It should be understood that changes and modifications
in the form, construction, arrangement, and combination
of the several parts of the cap visors and method of mak-
ing same may be made and substituted for those herein
shown and described without departing from the nature
and principle of my invention.

Having thus described my invention, what I claim and
desire to secure by Letters Patent is:

1. A cap visor comprising a pair of heat-seal plastic
cover sheets heat-sealed together along their forward
margin defining a narrow arcuate band, said narrow arcu-
ate band having a crescent shape and being proximate to
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‘and extending long the forward margin of the visor, a
widened band contiguous with and extending inwardly
from each of the rearward ends of the narrow arcuate
band, said widened bands and narrow arcuate.band-form-
ing a pair of pockets at the points-of connection, and a
stiffening insert confined between said.cover sheets-and
having opposed .points, said points. bemg snugly -and-con-
* formably fitted within the pockets

2. A cap visor comprising a pair:of -heat~seal plastlc

crescent-shaped -cover sheets: -heat-sealed -together- along
their. forward margin defining a narrow -arcuate ‘band,
said narrow .arcuate band having. a crescent- shape-and

being proximate to. and extending along the forward .

margin.of the visor, a widened band contiguous. with and
extending.inwardly from each of the rearward ends of the
narrow - arcuate band, -said -widened bands.and narrow
arcuate ‘band forming a pair of pockets at the points-.of
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connection, and ‘a stiffening insert confined-between said . -

cover-sheets. and -having opposed.-points, said points-being
snugly and conformably fitted within the pockets.

3. A-cap visor comprising-a pair of-heat-seal - plastic
crescent-shaped cover sheets heat-sealed together-along
their: forward -margin :defining a narrow -arcuate:-band,
said: narrow -arcuate band-having a crescent shape and
‘being proximate to and extending -along the -forward
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margin of the visor, a widened band contignous with and
extending inwardly from each of the rearward ends of the
narrow arcuate band, said ‘widened bands and narrow
arcuate band forming a pair of spaced opposed corner
pockets at the points of connection, and a stiffening insert
confined between said cover sheets and having opposed
points, said points being snugly and conformably fitted
within the pockets.

4. A cap visor as defined in claim 3 wherein said stiff-
ening ‘member ‘comprises -a flexible material .capable of
being elastically buckled.
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