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To all whom it may concern: = A
Be it known that I, CasstEr F. JonNSON,
a citizen of the United States, and residing
at Detroit, in the county of Wayne and State
of Michigan, have invented a new and Im-
proved Drawing-Board, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification. . R
The objects of the present invention are
to provide a drawing board whereby one or
many sheets of paper may be readily

clamped and temporarily securely held in’

place without the use of tacks or glue, or
the like, to permit the same to be used for
drawing or writing; whereby one or more
sheets may be easily taken off, and later re-
placed, without affecting the drawing; and
whereby one or-more sheets of carbon paper
may be used for copying; to provide a light
board which will neither shrink nor warp;
to provide a board having a free fitting run-
way which always holds the T-square
closely to the guiding edge of the board and
yvet allows it to be freely moved along the
latter; to provide a board having means
whereby 2 triangle may be held, when not
in use, in a position from which it may

- yeadily be taken and to which it may readily

be veturned; to provide a board having
means for holding a card, or the like, of
notes or sketches in a. position wherein it

-may be seen by the user; and to provide a

board that may be used to a considerable
extent as a container for drawings and notes,
which is compact and self-contained, and
which may be carried in a suit case, thus
forming a portable writing desk when trav-
eling. ' ‘ :

The nature of the invention will be more
fully understood from the following descrip-
tion and drawings, in which— "~ -

Figure'l is a plan view of one embodi-
ment of the invention. Fig. 2 is a transverse
section thereof. TFig. 3'is a side view. Fig.
4 is a fragmentary cross-section on any of
the lines 4—4 of Fig. 1.  Fig. 5isa
view showing a modification.

The rectangular frame of the board is
preferably formed of a single sheet of
pressed metal having its central portion re-
moved and its side and end bars substan-
tially " _-shaped in crosssection, the lower or
base flange 1 being substantially at right an-
gles to the web 2 and the upper flange 3
being preferably slightly inclined down-
wardly and inwardly to afford clearance for
the blade 4 of the T-square, and to morg

similar

firmly hold the paper. The webs of the side
walls are provided with a plurality of slots
5 which are adapted to receive the ends of
the leaf springs 6 that are pivotally connect-
ed, by means of rivets 8, to the paper fol-
lower 9, preferably of sheet metal, whereby
a flat working surface is formed and where-
by the upper surface of the paper (pref-
erably in the form of a pad 10) is held in
close stretching engagement with the lower
edge of the inclined flange 3. In this manner
space is formed for many sheets of ordi-

“nary: paper, and sheets of carbon paper for
b

copying purposes may be carried close to

~the upper surface of the follower 9 without
- danger of being defaced by the pencil.

The outer edge of the flange 1 is prefer-
ably up-turned to form a rib 11; and seated
between the rib and the web on the side next
the head of the T-square is a base 12 of a
T-square holding member which includes an
upwardly and inwardly extending, prefer-
ably resilient, clamping flange 13, the upper
edge of which is curved outwardly as indi-
cated at 14. The member 12—13—14 is re-
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tained on the side of the frame in any suit- -

able manner, for example, by means of a plu-
rality of tongues 15 (IFig. 4) which project
from the edge of the base 12, pass through
slots 16 in the frame, and extend upwardly
in close relation to the inner surface of the
web for substantially the entire depth of the
latter, this construction being preferred be-
cause it is cheap and easy to make and be-
cause it allows free movement of the fol-
lower 9. The upper edge 14 of the T-square

“holding member normally tends to contact

with the outer face of the web 2, and the

downturned flange 18, with which the head
19 of the T-square is provided, when pushed

down into the runway between the.edge 14
and the guiding web 2, is constantly held in
proper relation to the web, even when not in
use, and is nevertheless easily slidable along
the latter as desired. Thus the annoyance

-commonly experienced in searching for mis-

laid T-squares and in holding the head
closely to the guiding edge of the frame is
entirely avoided. The blade 4 of the T-
square may be connected to the head by
means of a pivot 20 and clamping nut 21, or
in any other suitable manner; and the up-
per face of the flange 3 at the edge adjacent
the head of the T-square is preferably grad-
nated as shown. ' S
It is preferred to also provide the top
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edéé-(;f the fi'aiﬁe‘ with a ciamping s'tfip,

22 similar to that.just described, and the
clamping flinge of this strip may bé split

at 23, one side of the strip being-used. to .
clamp a.small triangle 24 in an upstanding

position in which it may be readily se

when desired; the' other side being adipted’
to receive a card or sheet.35 of sketches or

other data which it is convenient to incline
forwardly. into.a plane substantislly. per-

‘pendiculai’to. the eye of the user, as shibwn.

A _strip. 26, similar:to the .strip 12-—18—14
may also be employed at.either or both (but
oile_being shown) of the remaining edges
of the frame, thus affording means for read-
ily holding a.pencil, pén, or other drafts-
man’s tool. In any event it is desirable to
provide the flange 11 on euach side of the

“framhe in order to avoid sharp edges. )
In Fig. 5 thé strip 12—18—14 is shown

with an upwardly bent inner edge 28 which
is held tightly to the web 2 by tongues 29
struck fronx the body of the latter. ‘

. The details’ of construction may obvi-
ously. be  varied widely in somie respects
without  departing: from the spirit of the
invention, and. I do not, thérefore, wish to
be limited except as indicated by the claims.
I ¢laim ;—. . o o
1. In combination, a shest metal fraiiie
for-a drawing board, said frame having a
web which forms a guide for a T-square
and also having an outwardly extending
flange along the lower edge of the veb, a
strip. of sheet imetal associatéd with tlie
flange and having an elenient extending
parallel to the web and in close proximity
thereto, and .a T-square having a.portién

-éxtending’ betweén the strip and the wéb,

the strip serving to hold the. T-square in

“close slidable relation to the lattér..

- 2. In combination, a sheet metal franie
for. a drawing board, said frame hiving a
web which forms a guide for a T-square

5 and also having an outwardly extending

flange along the lower edge of the web, the
margin of said flange béing up-turned, a
strip of sheet metal seated on the upper side

of the flange and against the margin, said

strip_having an elément extending parallel
to the web and in close proximity theieto,
and-a T-square having 4 portion extending
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between  the strip and the web, the strip
serving. to. hold the T-square in’close slid-
able Telation to the latter.

.3, In combination, a frame for a drawing-

board, said frame having a guiding edge
le’,_ﬁ\l,_ﬂT-{SQllal‘e, a T-square having a head
S L B (Y LTS SO A,
mcluding a flange arranged to-engage and

-be guided: by said.edge, said frame includ-
"ing a vesilient strip parallel to said edge,

sald strip being: arrauged-to press apainst
said flange to force the latter nto close en-

gagenient with said edge.

4. In combination; a frame for i.draiving

- board;:said frame having: a .guiding edge

for a'T-square; a T-square lhiaving: x head
including a flange” arranged to engage and
be guided by said :edge,; said frame irtlud-
ing-a resilient strip parallel to and outside
of said edge, said strip being arranged to
protect said -edge’ from blows and also to
force said -flarige into snmug: engagement
with said edge: ... :

© . B: In combidation; & fraihe for a drawing
board;: said frame _having a guiding edge

for a. T-square; a T-sqiare hdving & héad
including: a. flange arranged to engdge and
be guided by said edge; said frame imclud-

‘ing.a resilient strip parallel to said edge,

&
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said, strip beihg arrangéd to press against

said flange.to force: the latter mto’ close en-
gagement with-said edge, the upper edge of
said, strip” flaring outwardly. from the edge
of the board to allow the flange of the T-
square to be forced .directly downwardly
between said strip and board. . :

. 6. In combination; a frame for a drawing

board, said frame having a guiding edge

for. 4. T-Square, a T-squaré having a head
includinig a flange arranged to engage and
be" guidéd. by said edge; said: frame Includ-
nig.a resilient strip parallel to said edge,
and. Substantially co-exténsive therewith,
said. flange exténding on both sides of the
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blade of said T-square; said strip being

arranged to force said flange into snilg en-
gagement with the edge of the frame,

whereby the bldde is held in proper relation .

-t6-said framé. at any point of adjustment

substantially throughout thé length of said
frame. LT

GHESTRR . JOHNSON.
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