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To all whom it Y CONCern:

Be it known that T, Grorez 1. LarRawaAy, a
citizen of the United States, residing at 1621
Orrington avenue, Evanst on, in the county of
Cook and State of Illinois, have invented
new and useful Improvements in Trousers-
Hangers, of which the following is a specifi-
cation.

My invention relates to an improvement in
trousers - hangers of the class adapted to
clamp the trousers at their lower ends to per-
mit them to be suspended in inverted condi-
tion, and thereby remove the wrinkles and
creases caused by wear; and it relates more
particularly to trousers-hangers of this class
which may be folded when not, in use to re-
duce their compass, and thereby facilitate
their transportation. '

My primary object is to provide an im-
proved construction of hanger which shall be
of light and readily-portable weight and pre-
senting a small compass when folded to per-
mit it to be readily carried about by the

- user—as, for instance, in a pocket of a gar-

ment to be suspended and this I accom-
plish by the construction illustrated in the ac-
companying drawings, in which—

Figure 11s a view in perspective of my im-
proved trousers-hanger, showing it in its
folded condition. Fig. 2 is a similar view
showing the hanger distended for use with
the parts of the device in the respective posi-
tions they occupy when clamping a trousers-
leg; and Fig. 3 a similar broken view of the
mmner side of two of the codperating sec-
tions forming one of the clamping-strips,
showing one of the joints.

4 4 are the bars or clamping-strips, of
spring metal, for clamping between them the
trousers-legs of the trousers to be suspended.
The bars are united at one end and normally
converge from their united ends in spring-
separated condition. Fach bar is composed
of two sections 5 and 6, pivoted together, as
at 7, near the center of the bars, each section
6 being offset near its joint connection to
cause the inner surfaces of the sections 5 and
6 to aline with each other. Fach of the sec-
tions 6 is provided at its joint connection
with the respective codperating section . 5
with a shoulder 8, formed by cutting the
metal transversely of the bar and bending
it inwardly, each of these shoulders being
adapted to engage an opposed shoulder 9 on
the adjacent end of the respective section 5

“to the folded

when the hanger is distended to the position
shown in Fig." 2. A hook 10, by which the
hanger is adapted to be suspended, is formed
of a flat metal strip and is pivoted to one of
the bars 4 at its joint connection, 7. On the
section 6 of the opposite bar 4 is slidably con-
fined a strap 11, having a hooked end 12,
which opens in the direction opposite to the
shoulder-equipped edges of the sections 6,
the hooked end being sufficiently large to re-
ceive three of the bar-sections and the hook
10 when the parts of the device are turned
position, a stop 153 being pro-
vided on the end of the section 6 carrying
the strip, to prevent removal of the lattor
from its strip. The section 6 which carries
the strap is slightly longer than the opposite
section 6 to permit the bars to be separated
when the strap is moved to the end of the
section 6 carrying it.

The operation is as follows: Assuming the
device to be in the folded condition llus-
trated in Fig. 1, in order that the hanger
may be distended into a condition adapted
to clamp the trousers the sections 5 held in
one hand are drawn away from between the
sections 6 held by the other hand, the move-
ment serving to withdraw the sections 5 not
only from the position between the sections
6, but also from the strap or clamp 11, there-
by turning them on their pivotal connection
until the shoulders 8 and 9 engage. The
strap 11 is then moved on the section 6 to its
outer end, thereby freeing the opposite sec-
tion 6, which then Springs out, separating the
bars 4. The bottom of the trousers - legs
may then be inserted between the bars and
the latter clamped together by sliding the
strap on the section 6 until its hooked end 12
engages the free end of the opposite section
6. 'The hook 10 may then be SWung on its
pivot to the position shown in Fig. 1.

When the further use of the device as a
trousers-hanger has ceased, the trousers are
readily removed by slipping the strap 11 to a
point beyond the end of the shorter section
6, when the members spring apart. The de-
vice is then folded by reversing the operation
by which it was opened, which is effected by
swinging the sections 5 on the pivots 7 in the
direction indicated by the arrow, Iig. 2, and
into the condition shown in Tig. 1, the hook
10 being turned down to lie along its adja-
cent section 6 and the strap 12 moved into
position as shown in Fig. 1.
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Tt will be seen that in its folded condition
the device may be readily carried in the
pocket of the trousers, oceupying ordinarily
no greater space than a common pocket-
knife, and yet when distended it atfords a
trousers-hanger ample in size and strength
for the use to which it is to be put. The ar-
rangement of joints and relation of elements
permits a construction in which no sharp
projecting points calculated to tear the gar-
ment are presented.

What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

1. A folding trousers-hanger comprising
opposing sectional bars held together at one
end by a spring connection whereby they are
normally distended, a supporting-hook piv-

otally connected with one of said bars and a !

strap adapted to hold the free ends of the
bars together when clamping the trousers
and adapted to hold the several sections in
compact relation when the device is closed,
substantially as described.

9. A trousers-hanger comprising, in com-
bination, a pair of clamping-strips united to-

gether at one end, and each formed of sec-

tions pivotally joined together, a hook pivot-
od to one of said bars, whereby said sections
and hook are adapted to be turned at their
pivotal connections to folded condition, and
means for releasably securing said parts in
folded condition.

3. A trousers-hanger comprising, in com-
bination, a pair of clamping-strips united at
one end, and each formed of sections pivoted
together, a hook pivoted to one of said bars,
whereby said sections and hook are adapted
to be turned at their pivotal connectionsto
folded condition, and a hook-equipped strap
slidably confined on one of said strips to
clamp them together when in distended con-
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dition for use, and to releasably secure the
sections and hook in folded condition when
out of use.

4. A trousers-hanger comprising, in com-
bination, a pair of clamping-strips of unequal
length, united at one end, and each formed
of sections pivoted together, a hook pivoted
to one of said bars at the pivoted connection
of its sections, whereby said sections and
hook are adapted to be turned at their piv-
otal connections to folded condition, and a
strap provided with a hook slidably confined
on the longer of said strips and adapted to
clamp the strips together at their free ends
when in distended condition for use, and to
releasably secure the sections and hook in
folded condition when not in use.

5. A trousers-hanger comprising, in com-
bination, a pair of spring-metal clamping-
strips united at one end and normally spring-
separated at their free ends, each strip being
composed of two sections pivoted together
near the center of the strip, the outer of said
sections being of unequal length, shoulders
on each of said sections each adapted to en-
gage the opposing shoulder on the adjacent
Section when the hanger is in distended con-
dition, a flat hook pivoted to the shorter of
said strips, whereby said sections and hook
are adapted to be turned at their pivotal con-
nections to folded condition, and a strap slid-
ably confined on the longer of said outer sec-
tions and provided with a hook adapted to
engage the other of said outer sections when
in distended condition for use, and to Teceive
the sections and hook and releasably secure
them in folded condition when not in use.

GEORGE I. LARAWAY.

In presence of—

W. B. Davigs,
J. H. LaNDES.
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