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To all, whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, FERDINAND C. STEN 

DEL, a citizen of the United States, residing 
at Chicago, in the county of Cook and State 
of Illinois, have invented a new and useful 
Improvement in Railway - Crossing Track 
Cleaners, of which the following is a specifi 
cation. 
My invention relates to an improvement in 

the class of tools employed at railway-cross 
ings in clearing the space between the rail 
and pavement of accumulations of ice, snow 
and dirt with which it becomes filled or 
packed. 
The object of my improvement is to pro 

vide such a tool of simple and comparatively 
inexpensive construction, whereby it shall be 
adapted to perform thoroughly, by the one 
operation of riding it along the top of a rail 
way-crossing rail, the two functions of loosen 
ing the matter deposited in the space along 
side the rail and throwing it off to one side, 
thus avoiding any necessity for sweeping the 
matter out after it has been loosened. 

In the accompanying drawings-Figure 1 
is a broken perspective view showing my im 
proved cleaner. Fig.2 is a similar view show 
ing the cleaner in operation. Fig. 3 is a bro 
ken sectional view, the Section being taken. 
at the line 3 on Fig. 1 and viewed in the di 
rection of the arrow. 
A is the head which I form in one piece 

preferably entirely of steel and mainly flat. 
It has a tang r extending, preferably as shown, 
at a slight angle from 1ts upper edge and 
adapted to be driven into one end of an ade 
quately long straight handle B, that illus 
trated being of wood and having the end to 
which the head is applied Surrounded by a 
reinforcing ferrule q. From the lower edge 
of the head A the scraper-tongue p extends, 
and it should be slightly curved, as shown, to 

forward surface with the lower portion (in 
the operative position of the head) projecting 
downward and slightly forward and the up 
per portion curving in a slightly forward di 
rection; and the edge of the wing is curved 
from near the upper edge of the head to its 
junction with the tongue p. The wing thus 
affords a deflector tending to guide to one 
side the material loosened by the use of the 
device, of which the following is a descrip 
O 

To clean a rail C of a railway-crossing, the 
Operator inserts the tongue in the space be 
tween the rail and adjacent pavement or 
planking D, thus applying the shoulder o to 
the top of the rail. By then riding the head 
A at its shoulder along the rail, with the han 
die B held at a suitable inclination, the tongue 
Scrapes and loosens the accumulations of 
matter in the space, which is crowded, by 
pushing the device, up the face of the head, 
whence it is guided to one side by the de 
flector n. 
What I claim as new, and desire to secure 

by Letters Patent, is- . 
1. A railway-crossing track-cleaner com 

prising, in combination, a handle B, and a 
head A fastened to the handle and formed 
with a shoulder O at one side, a deflector in at 
the opposite side having the curved outer 
edge and generally convex front surface, and 
an intermediate scraper-tongue p, concave 
along its front surface, substantially as de 
scribed. . 

2. A railway-crossing, track-cleaner com 
prising, in combination, a handle B, and a 
head. A having a tang r extending at an an 
gle from it and connecting it with the handle, 
and formed with a shoulder oat one side, a 
deflector in at the opposite sides having the 
curved outer edge and generally convex front 
surface, and an intermediate scraper-tongue 

present a concave forward surface extending p, concave along its front surface, substan 
to its lower chamfered end. The tongue is 
materially narrower than and projects from 
near the center of the head, leaving the shoul 
dero at one side, and at the opposite side a 
wing in which is bent to describe an irregular 
curve presenting a general laterally-convex 

tially as described. 
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