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70 (t// ?tch0???, ?É ???(t?/ c0??c¢?'m?: 
Be it known that, I, joHN CoArPTON, a citi 

Zen Qf the United States, residing at Atchi 
SOn, in the county of AtchisOn and State of { 
Kans:as, ha We in wented certain new and use 
ful finp1'Owements in Harness - Hames, of 
Which the following is a specification. 
The present invention relates more par'- 

ticula1'ly to that class Of ha mes ordinarily 
elimployed by fire departments, police pa 
trols, and the like, where what is ordinarily 
terined ** quick hitch harIness,? is necessary. 

One. Of the primary Objects of the present 
| invention is to pl'Owide a nowel pivotal com 
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mection betWeen the upper ends of the hames 
that, Will permit said upper ends to be spaced 
different distances apart, and Will also per 
mit, the adjustment of the piwot axis longi 
tudinally Of Said hames without in any man 

' ner affecting the means for locking the lowel" 
ends of the hames together. ~ 

Still another object is to prOwide nowel 
locking means of a Simple and effective na 
ture, that Will automatically secure the 

* hames together', When they are SWung into 
OperatiWe pOSition, and Will positively pre 
Yent their accidental unlocking. 

'i'he preferred embOdiment of the in wen 
tion is illustrated in the accompanying 
dI'aWrings, Wherein :— ~ 

Figure 1 is a front elevation of the h:ames, 
shOWilag the sallae locked together. E'ig. 2 is 
a similar WieW, but ShOWing the hames Open. 
Fig. B is a side elevation of the same. Fig. 
4 is a detail Sectional wiew on an enlarged 
Scale, shoWing the locking means for the 
loWel' ends of the hames. Fig. Õ is a hori 
Zont:alsectional wiew the1'ethi'ough. 

Similar reference numerals designate cor 
responding parts in all the figures of the 
draWings. 

In the embodiument illustrated, the hames 
are designated respectively by the reference 
numerals 6 and 'f, and may be of any suit 
abie character, each, however, being prefer 
ably formed of a Single piece of angle metal; 
bOWed, as shoWn. The upper ends of the 
hames have longitudinally disposed sets of 
OpeningS 8, and connecting Said upper ends, 
is a hinge member, comprising leaves or ele 
ments 9 piwoted together, as shown at 10. 
Rach leaf Or element has at itS Outer end, an 
OutStanding ear 11, and abOwe Said ear, an 
Outstanding cu1'wed finger 12. the fingers and 
ears being disposed transwerSely "of the 
hames, aS fillustrated. Piwot boltsor pinS 18 
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paSS thrOugh the ears 11, and are arranged 
to be passed through certain. Of the Open 
ingS. Clamping bolts OI' Other suitable de 
wices 14_paSS through Other of Said Openings 
8, and through longitudinally disposed slots 
15 formed in the finger's 12, each slot, 15 be 
ing arranged concentrically to the pi wot axis 
Of one Of the pins or bolts 18. 
For the purp0se of Securing the loWeI' 

ends of the hames together, the following 
mechanism is preferably employed. One of 
the hames, as 6, is p]'OWided With aun Open 
ended pocket 16, preferably formed integral 
With the haIme, While the other haIme is prO 
Wided With an integral finger' 1f that is am0W 
able into and Out of one end of said pocket, 
as shOWIn clearly in Fig. 4. This finger 1; 
has a dOWInWardly tapered recessed seat, 18, 
and a latch 19 located and pivoted Within 
the pocket, aS shOWIn at 20, is arranged tO 
engage in the seat When the finger is in the 
pOcket. This latch 19 has an Outstanding 
finger piece 21 that projects from the end of 
the pocket opposite to that through. which 
the finger 17 enters. This latch also has an 
Oppositely projecting lug 22 forming a loWer 
shoulder 28. A reciprocatory plunger 24 
Operates in a SOcket, 25 formed in the loWer 
end of the hame having the finge1' 17, this 
plunger being located just abOWe the finger. 
It is provided with a stem 26 that projects 
from the enlargement in which the socket, is 
formed, the projecting end hawing a finge1' 
knob 2f. A cOiled Spring 28, surrounding 
the stem 26, abuts against the plunger and 
urges it intO projecting position, as shoWn 
in Fig. 4. This plunger is arranged to en 
gage beneath the iug 22 When the latch 19 is 
in the Seat 18, thus positively locking the 
latch in itS Operative position. 
There are a number of decided advantages 

for this structure. in the first, place, re 
ferring to the pi wotal connection between 
the upper ends of the hames, it Will be ob 
wiOus that, the arrangement, permits the 
lengthening of said hames and also allows 
the distance between them to be changed. A 
perfect adjustment can thus be secured and 
Said adjustment does not interfere with the 
relative positions of the lower ends of the 
hames, but permitS Such loWer ends to SWing 
in the Same arc Of a circle, regardless of the 
length to Which the hames may be adjusted 
by the hinge COnnection. AS a reSult, there 
fore, the loWer ends of Said hames will al 
Ways meet in proper relation to insure the 
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locking action, and this is a feature Of great 
importance. The locking means for Said 
hames also has adwantages. In the first 
place, it is exceedingly simple, is entirely 
automatic in its locking action, and cannot 
accident:ally unlock, inasmuch as the latch 
is positively held in its Operative position. 
HOWeweI', the hames can be readily unfaS 
tened by WithdraWing the bolt Or plunger 
24, and lifting the 'iatch, Whereupon the 
hames can be SWung to a wery Wide Open 
position. 
From the foregoing, it, is thought that the 

COnstructiola, Operation and many adWan 
tages of the herein described invention. Will 
be apparent to those skilled in the art, With 
Out further description, and it Will be un 
derstood that wa1rious changes in the Size, 
shape, p1'OpOrtiOn and mi11Or details of com 
strtiction, may be resorted to Without de 
pa]]''ting from the spirit Or Sacrificing any of 
the adw:antages of the in Wention. 

Having thus fully described my in wention, 
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent, is :- 

954,499 

1. In a structure of the character set forth, 
the combination. With hames, of pivotally 
connected hinge leaves piwoted respectively 
to the hames and hawing offset slotted 
finger's disposed and slidable transwerSely of 
the hames, and means passing through the 
Slots for securing the fingers and hames 
against relatiWe mOWement. 

2. In a structure of the character Set, forth, 
the combination. With hames, of means 
piWOtally connecting the hames at one end, 
said means comp1'ising piwotally connected 
elementS piWOted to the haImes, means for 
securing the elements against piwotal mowe 
ment on the hames, said elements being ad 
justable longitudinally along the hames, and 
me:uas for locking the free ends of the hames 
together. ~ 

{n testimony Whereof I hereunto affix my 
Signature in the presence of tWO WitneSSeS. 

JOHN (COMIPTON. 
Wit.jnesses: 

Z. E0. JACKSON, 
CORA. N. TERRY. 
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