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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ANDREW MCTERNEN, of
Andover, county of Essex, and State of Mas-
sachusetts, have invented an Improvementin
Nipples for Nursing-Bottles, of which the fol-
lowing description, in connection with the ac-
companying drawings, is a specification, like
letters on the drawings representing like
parts.

Nipples for nuarsing-bottles have been con-
structed in many ways to prevent collapsing,
and thereby shutting off the flow of liquid,
and at the same time adapting them to per-
form the necessary functions; but with the
different forms now on the market the con-
struction is such that there is every oppor-
tunity for the accumulation and retention of
foreign matters, and as a consequence great

- care must be exercised in cleansing the nip-
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ples to prevent them from getting foul. In
many instances, however, the requisite care
and attention which are acknowledged to be
necessary are not given, and the child suffers
in consequence. Moreover, even with the
proper attention it is difficult to get at the
internal recesses and indentations and thor-
oughly remove the dccumulations therein,

This invention has for its object to con-
struet a nipple for a nursing-bottle which will
not collapse, which is devoid of recesses and
irregular formations of all kinds, which have
a tendency to collect and retain foreign mat-
ters, the inner surface of which can readily
be reached for cleansing, and yet which will
possess all the usual and requisite features
to adapt it for the purposes for which it is de-
signed.

In accordance with this invention the nip-
ple is constructed to presenta thin elastic bot-
tle-receiving portion or neck, an oval-shaped
bulb having a circular passage through it,
preferably tapering from end to end and
having a plane face and provided at its outer
end with a thin dilating perforated dia-
phragm, said bulb when so formed present-
ing thickened walls with a plane-faced pas-
sage through it. Such a bulb will not col-
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lapse and will not collect and retain foreign-

matters, and hence it will not become foul.
It can be easily and thoroughly cleansed
by outwardly reversing the bottle-receiving
portion, and said thin perforated diaphragm
at the end of the plane-faced passage enables
the liguid to be easily drawn from the nipple
in a natural manner.

Figure 1 shows in vertical section a nipple
for nursing-bottlesembodying thisinvention;
and Fig. 2, a cross-section of the nipple shown
in Fig. 1, taken on the dotted line 2 2.

The nipple is formed with a thin elastic
bottle-receiving portion a, adapting it to be
easily drawn onto the bottle, and it has an
oval-shaped bulb b, which is formed with a
passage b’ through it, made circular in cross-
section and having plane sides or faces and
preferably tapered from end to end, and at
the outer end of said plane-faced passage a
thin dilating perforated diaphragm 0* is
formed. By forming the bulb in this man-
ner a number of advantages are attained.
The side walls, while soft and elastic enough
to yield to pressure a little, will not collapse.
The face of the passage being plane and
smooth, having no recesses or irregular for-
mations therein, no opportunity whatever is
offered for the collection of foreign matters.
‘When such passage is to be cleaned, the thin
elastic web or bottle-receiving portion a may
be simply turned up over the bulb, and thus
reversed access is immediately had directly
to the passage for almost its entire length.

The thin dilating diaphragm b?in practice
is stretched outwardly by the suection and in
so stretching increases the size of its orifice
in proportion to itstension, and consequently
the amount of liquid delivered, in a natural
manner.

I claim—

A nipple for nursing-bottles composed of
rubber or similar permanently elastic mate-
rial, and consisting of a thin elastic bottle-
receiving portion, an oval-shaped bulb hav-
ing a smooth straight-walled passage through
it and at the outer end of the passage a thin
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dilatable perforated diaphragm transverse to | name to this specification in the presence of
the axis thereof, the bulb so formed present- | two subscribing witnesses.
ing thickened side walls extending substan- ANDREW McTERNEN
tially to the apex to prevent collapse, and : - )
5 the elastic portion permitting ready access to Witnesses:
the walls of the passage. JuLEs A. DUvAL,
In testimony whereof I have signed my FrANK T. CARLTON.




