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My invention relates to Shoes and more º par 
ticularly to an · improwed counter' .. construction 
therefor', 
One of the objects "; of my invention is to so 

coraStruct a, Shoe counter that the top rear' .. por'- 
tion thereof will not be pushed out' of its original 
Shape ' by the foot of the Wearer .. and thereby 
cause the top line. On the rea.r' : of the shoe to be 
out of place, 
Another object of my inwention is to So con 

$truct a, Shoe counter that , when errmbodied in a, 
Shoe; the , rear portion of the Shoe . Will remaih 
::Shug against the rear portion of the foot, below 
the arakle throughout the life of the Shoe where 
by slip at the heel Will not, deWelop. 
A more. Specific object is to provide , a, molded 

counter with a retaining means at its top rear 
marginal edge. So that the original molded shape 
will be maintained during the life of the shoe, 
said retairaing mearas being of Such material and 
So.. associated With the counter' .. that , the cost; ...wili 
not be materially increased, nor will it add bulk 
iness to the counter or result in the . Sturface of 
the shoe hawing aray : unevera Surface. 

8till other objects will become apparent; · from 
the ?, folloWirag' .. deScription taken - in , connection 
with , the accompanying drawing in which Figure 
1” is · ·a, perspective · ·View of my improwed Shoe 
counter; · E'igure r 2 is , a, tOp wiew of the shoe 
counter; Figure 3 is a, rear wiew of , the .. counter' 
prior to attaching the retaining tape; Figure 4 is 
a, Sectional wiew taken on the iirne 4-4 of Figure 
2; and Figure 5 is a side view of a slightly modi-- 
fied construction. 

Referring to " Figures i · to 4, , inclusive, in '.' de 
tail, the numeral ? I : indicates the . Shoe '_counter' 
which may be made from any Suitable material 
Such as fiber', leather, etc.; said material being 
either' a, Single piece "' or a " plurality . of pieces 
Sewed or otherwise Secured together', ' 'The coun 
ter is first": cut from a flat piece of material, and 
the blank, after being Skived, is then molded 
under heaWy . preSSure to the shape . ShoWn, ). Said 
molded counter ha.wing a wide base portion 2 
proWided With a fiange 3 and a narroW top por 
tion. 4. ''he material forming '.' the narrow · top 

.. portion, which is quite thin due to " Skiwing, is 
contracted by being Crimped or gathered during 
the " .. hmolding '.' . Operation, ). Said . . final , pressed 
crimped portion being best shown at 5 in Figure 
3 · where. the U -berad at the rea.r is made. The 
fiange 3 of the ? counter is Secured to the rear end 
of the wall of the Shoe to thus hold the counter 
in $hape and then the upper of the shoe is so 
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formed on : the counter · to enclose said counte1' 
in the usual manner. 

I haWe': found that the thinner top portiorm Á 
of the counter and particularly the top portion " 
at the rear of the counter where the short bend 
is located, and Which has the greatest contrac 
tion resulting in the larger number of pressed 
Crimps, may be easily pushed out of shape by 
the foot of the wearer either in putting on or 
taking : off the Shoe or during Wearing." The con 
tracted material, especially at the short, bend, 
Will not hold its original molded shape if any 
outWard preSSure is placed thereorm , as there is 
nothing to retain the preSSed crimps - in their 
molded condition except what retention is given 
by .. the material of the upper of the . Shoe sur 
rounding the counter. " ''he ease with Which the 
upper portion of the counter, and especially the 
portion at the U-bend, may be pushed outWard 
ly and misshaped, results in the heel portion of 
the upper part of the Shoe becoming sloppy and 
thuS not Snugly gripping the portion of the foot; 
below the ankle .. aS desirable · during the eratire 
life of the Shoe. 
1n accordance. With my inveníion, I provide 

the counter With means for , retaining time uppet' 
narrow portion thereof in , its original shape so 
that army, OutWard pressure adjacent ' og' || on the 
marginal edge of the Said upper narrow portion 

30. Will not cause the counter .. to lose its original 
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molded Shape. 
?.a Strip · of tape 6 , which is secured to the outer 
. Surface of the counter at the upper marrow · top 
'"' thereof. 

'HThe retaining means comprises 

'The tape is preferably. of · quite some 
Width and at the , rear U-Shaped · end of the 
COumter it is So positioned that a portion of its 
Width may be turned ower the top edge of the 
counter and Secured to the inner surface of the 
counter. This turned-ower._portion is shown at', 
l, in the draWings. The retaining strip of tape 
iS preferably Secured to the counter by an adhe 
Sive ? Substance although it may be secured by 
other means, Such, for example, as stitching. 
ioWewer, I have found that a wery suitable ma 

| terial is Scotch tape, particularly scotch .. cellur 
lose tape Which comeS already provided with an 
adhesive Substance applied thereto... . . Other 
trapes may be employed which do not have ad 
hesive . Substance thereon, said adhesive .. sub 
Stance being applied during application of the 
tape. The ScotCh tape is wery thin and also has 
COinSiderable Strength, particularly , when , the 
force tending to rupture it is at Substantially 
right angleS to the Surface of the tagoe. ' 'I'he cel 
lulose tape, due to itS thinness, does not add any 



buíki1aeSS to the cou1rater' ar?d, therefo}'e, Wi?en the 
mraaterial of the upper of the Shoe is . Secured to 
the outer Surface of the counter, it?, Will not bé 
pOSSible to aScertain that, the St1'ip 0 ? tap9 h?.S 
ewer been placed On the counter. Ordir?ary 
Scotch tapé may also be used if desired, al 
though it has a, slightly greater' thickTaess than the 
scctcia Cellulose tape arad raay be noticeable 
whe;a the Shce is inished if the deather Or othe;' 
;?aaterial forming the Shoe upper iS quite thim. 

F3y hawing the portion T turmed inside of the 
reay' etad of the counter, double Strength is giWen 
to the tCp of the counter at this point Since there 
is a? layer of tape on the outside of the counter 
and also On the iraside. Since this portion of the 
courate' is the most easily puShed out of shape 
due to the rauraber of preSSed crirapS neceSSary to 
fort?m the Short, U-berad, it is Seeth that the greateSt; 
retaining strength is placed at the most wuiner 
able point, Where the original Shape is most likely 
to becorne changed. The tape, as applied to the 
Counter in the rimarather ShoWm in Figures 1, 2 ahd 
4, exter1dS along the entire upper marginal edge 

' of the counter, and the endS 8 of Said tape are 
turrmed in and glued to the ir?ner forWard Surface 
of the counter. By hawing the tape along the 
r;margiraal edge, this edge is alSO giWen consider 
able Support, and there Will be leSS tenderacy for 
this edge to be pushed Out of itS original Shape. 
Since the tape extends to the forWard edge of the 
COurat?er and the ends thereof are turned back and 
adhere tO the inner Surface of the counter, it is 
Seeh that it is wery Well Secured to the counter 
and that any tendency to push the top rear: end 
0f the C0uhter' 0ultWardly Will be reSisted by the 
eratire strength. Of the tape in its longitudinal 
.directiorm. There will also be no tendency of the 
tape to slip on the Surface of the counter. 

in Figure 5 there is shown a, Slightly modified 
maramer of placing the tage 6 on the counter. In 
thiS cOinStructioYa, the upper edge of the tape, in 
Stead of being at the edge of the forWard top 
portion of the C0umter, iS SomeWhat, beloW. By 
loWeriihg the tape, the portion. Of the tape at the 
back t_j-bend of the counter Will fit more Snugly 
Since it is to be noted that the tape, when in the 
pCSitiCa shOWrm ith figure 5, will have itS center 
time SübStantialy at 1right angles to the extreme 
back Surface of the courhter adjacent; the top 
the1'eof. By loWering the tape the Supporting 
effect; for the upper edge of the counter at its for 
ward er1d Will be decreased, but Since this part 
of the courater needs wery little Support, the eff 
ciency Of the tape Will not be greatly altered, 
pairticuñ?ry With the added Support obtained at 
the 1'ea.r end of the counter due to the Snugger 
fit Of the t2pe to the outer Surface of the counter 
at the shO;'t U-bend. - ~ 
Although i ha,We. ShoWn the tape applied tO a, 

ccughter Which is moided off the last, of the Shoe, 
it may be applied just; aS Well to a counter Which 
is rraOlded Ora the last Of Shoe. 

Being aW8re of the poSSibility of modificationS 
in the particular? Structure herein described with 
cuí?, departing from the fumdamental principles of 
}rhy irhweration, I do not intend that itS Scope be 
}#;finited ?except, as Set forth in the appended claimS. 

Hawitag fully described my inWention, what t 
claim as reW and desire to Secure by Hette1'S 
Patent of the United StateS is : 

3. In combination with a shoe counter which iS 
to be covered by a shoe upper and iS rnolded 
from a, blank so as to have a wide ioWer portÉora 
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and a narrow top with a, short, bend at the rear 
formed by contracting the Surface of the material 
of the blank during the molding Operation, a 
strip of rhon-Stretchable tape of a Width SubStam 
tially leSS than the height Of the counter' adhered 
to the Outer Surface Of the counter at the top 
portiora forrming the bend and exterm dir?g forward 
arad Secured to each of the Outer Side Surfaces of 
the counter, Said tape also haWing a, portion folded 
OWer the top edge of the counter at the behd and 
adhered tO the inner Surface of the courater. 

2. In combination. With a Shoe counter Which is 
.. to be cOwered by a, Shoe upper and is molded 
from a flat; blank So aS to haWe a, Wide loWer por 
tion and a na.1rroW top With a short bend at the 
rear' for1ned by contracting the Surface of the 
material of the blank during the molding opera,- 
ion, a Strip of raoh-Stretchable tape Secured to 
the c0unter for retaining in its original molded 
Shape the material of the counter at the bend 
adjacent; the upper marginal edge, Said tape 
extending frcr1 the exterior Surface of one side 
of the counter around the contracted rnate 
}'ial at the berad ar?d to the exterior Surface on the 
other Side of the counter and having a portion 
Which iS turrned oVer the top edge of the counter 
at the behad and Secured to the inner Surface of 
the counter, the portion cf the tape on the ex 
terior Of the Surface of the counter at the bend 
being ith fiat unfo:ded relation to sa.?d exterior 
Surface. 

3. In CO;nbirmation. With a. Shoe counte;' Which is 
to be Cowered by a, Shoe upper and is rnolded 
from a fiat; blank So as to have a wide lower por 
tiOm and a narroW tOp with a Short bernd at the 
rea.i' fol'hmed by cont:'acting the Surface of the 
material of the bíank during the molding opera 
tion, a Strip of Scotch cellulose íape of less width 
than the height; Of the counter Secured to the 
COunter by adheSiWe Substance for retaining in its 
Original molded Shape the r:material of the coun 
teir at the bexad adjacent, the upper marginal 
edée, the endS Of Said tape being fastened to the 
Outel' StirfaceS of the opposed Sides of the counter 

4bg and the intermediate portion of said tape extend 
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ing around and adhered to the outer surface of 
the bend 8,Ë the rear Cf the counter with a part 
thereof turned Ower the top edge of the rea' 
Of the courater and adhered to the irnner sug'face 
Of the counter', 

4. Th combination with a Shoe counter which is 
tO be cOwered by a Shoe uppe:' and is rnolded 
frOm a, blank SO a.S to have a wide lower portion 
and a narrOW tCp with a short, bend at the rear 
forrr?ed by COratracting the Surface of the mate 
rial of the blank du}'ing the molding operation, a 
Strip of raOn-StareÉchable tape of a width sub 
Stantially leSS than the height of the counter" 
having itS interimediate portion. Secured to the 
Outer Surface of the courater at the top portion 
forming the bend arad extending forward along 
the Outer side Surfaces of the cougmter, each end 
Of Said tape being folded ower a forward edge of 
the counter artd Secured to the inner surface of 
S8.id counter'. 

5. In combination with a Shoe counter which is 
tO be COWered by B. Shoe upper and is molded 
frOria a blank. SO aS to haWe a wide lower portion 
ahd a narrow tOp with a short bend at the rear 

| formed by COntractirag the surface of the naterial 
of the bl8rak during the imholding Operation, a, 
Strip Cf non-Stretchable tape of a width sub 
Stantialiy leSS than the height of the counter" 
having itS intermediate portion adhered to the 

' Outter Surface of the counter at the top portion 
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forming the bend and extending forward along 
and adhered to the outer side Surfaces of the 
counter with itS upper edge in juxtaposition with 
the upper edges of the SideS of Said counter, each 
end of Said tape being folded ower a forward 
edge of the counter and adhered to the inner 
Surface of Said counter. 

6. In a Shoe counter Which is made as a Sep 
arate unit, of the Shoe and iS to haWe ? itS outer 
Surface completely coWered by material forming 
the Shoe upper during manufacture of the Shoe, 
said counter being molded from , a fiat; blank of 
material So as to have a wide lOWer' portion and 
a narrow top formed by a curWed Wall and Said 
top being prowided with a short bend. at the rear 

0 

formed by contracting during the molding op 
eration a marginal portion of the material of the 
blank hawing a continuous Smooth edge, and a 
Strip of non-Stretchable tape Secured to · the 
outer Surface of the counter at the top portion 
forming the bend and extending forWardly and 
being Secured to each of the outer Side Surfaces 
of the counter, said tape maintaining the orig 
inal contracted condition of the counter at the 
short bend and being of Such narrow Width that 
it, Will ' not extend to Such part of the }OWer pOr 
tion of the cur'wed Wall that, folds Will be caused 
thereby. ? 

MIICHABL F', SUITIWAN. 


