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UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE.
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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 401,547, dated April 16, 1889.
Application filed September 4, 1888, Serial No, 284,560, (Specimens,)

Lo all whom it may coneern:

Be it known that we, VICTOR FRANCKEN
and JosEPH PIRNAY, both subjects of the
King of Belgium, residing at Liege, in the
Kingdom of Belgium, have invented a certain
new and useful Product of Peat or Turf, of
which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to a product made
from peat for-antiseptic and other purposes.

For along time the beneficial effects attend-
ing the use of peat as an antiseptic and dis-
infectant and for bandaging wounds, the most
serious of which are usually healed by it with
surprigsing quickness, have been well known.
The use of peat would be much more general
if the form in which it has heretofore been
employed were less inconvenient. The only
known ‘mode of using it for antiseptic and
disinfecting purposes consists in putting peat-
dust in a more or less large linen satchel or
bag. Now it will readily be understood that
in this form the material cannot be applied
to every part of the body, and that being by
nature hard it will cause pain to the patient
without possessing the absorbent qualities
necessary for efficacious bandaging. It will
also be understood that by reason of the peat
being when so used in a dust form it will be
limited in its use.

The principal object of the present inven-
tion is to obviate the above-stated inconven-
iences by the application to surgical band-
ages of peat in a soft, supple, and absorbent
form—that is to say, in the form of extremely
disinfecting peat wadding; and it further has
for its object an article made from peat which
may be employed multifariously—such as for
bedding, furniture, stuffing, harness, and, in
fact, in any connection wherein such fibrous
article may be desired.

In the carrying out of our invention the
treatment which peat must undergo in order
to obtain a product of extreme suppleness
congists in subjecting it, after desiceation, to
a careful hackling action for the purpose of
separating allthehard and knotty parts. Then
it must be beaten and afterward carded; but
before it is conveyed to the carding apparatus
a small quantity of cotton, hair, wool,or other
substance, the slender and long filaments of
which are designed to give more cohesion to
the wadding to be manufactured, is prefer-

ably mixed with the material. These opera-
tions can be performed by means of any suit-
able machines, such as are used in the manu-
facture of wool or the like. After having
passed through these operations the material
receives the principal treatment, which con-
sists in subjecting it to a slow boiling process
effected in boiling water. This operation
serves to render the fiber absorbent and ex-
tremely supple without depriving it of any of
its antiseptic properties. The latter can be
augmented or strengthened by adding to the
peat wadding other known antiseptics, prefer-
ably corrosive sublimate.

In lieu of boiling the material in water, it
can be placed in a bath of overheated water
steam, and the antiseptics,like the sublimate,
may be added to the material by pulveriza-
tion; bat it is preferable to boil the material
in water and steep itin the antiseptic. When,
after these operations, the peat-wool thus pre-
pared has been dried, it is finally subjected
to a carding action, so as to obtain a very uni-
form nap of wadding, which has the above-
mentioned properties for surgical bandages
particularly. As a matter of course, by rea-
son of its antiparasitic properties, this peat
wadding or wool can advantageously (as above
intimated) replace ordinary wool, cotton, hair,
wrack, and the like employed in the manu-
facture of bedding and for stuffing of furni-
ture, catriages, harnesses, and the like, if
merely for hygienic purposes. In the latter
applications a large quantity of foreign ma-
terials—such as wool, cotton, hair, &e.—can
be mixed with the peat wadding or wool to
increase the bulk. When the peat wadding
is to serve for these purposes, the boiling wa-
ter and the steeping in the antiseptics may
be dispensed with, in which case the treat-
ment by said apparatus is sufficient.

Having thus described our invention, what
we claim as anew article of manufacture is—

The disintegrated fibrous product from peat
herein desecribed.

Brussels, this 27th day of July, 1888,

VICTOR FRANCKEN.
JOSEPH PIRNAY.

Witnesses:
AUG. JOERISSEN,
CL. STEINER.
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