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International Application No. PCT/ Us2021/ 034822

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCTASA/ 210

Continuation of Box II.2

Claims Nos.: 1-40, 61-86

1 The present application contains 86 claims, of which 6 are
independent, 5 of which being entity claims and 1 being an activity
claim. There is no clear distinction between the independent claims
because of overlapping scope. There are so many claims, and they are
drafted in such a way that the claims as a whole are not in compliance
with the provisions of clarity and conciseness of Article & PCT, as it is
particularly burdensome for a skilled person to establish the
subject-matter for which protection is sought.

Furthermore, there are
so many dependent claims, and they are drafted in such a way that the
claims as a whole are not in compliance with the provisions of clarity
and conciseness of Article 6 PCT, as they create a smoke screen in front
of the skilled reader when assessing what should be the subject-matter of
search. The non-compliance with the substantive provisions is extensive.

Furthermore, the order of the claims is not logical. In the present
application, there is a large number of claims. In such a situation, the
claims should be arranged with the broadest claim first, in order to
fulfil the requirements of article 6 PCT. This is not the case here, in
particular as the broadest independent claim is claim 61. This too
creates a smoke screen in front of the skilled reader when assessing what
should be the subject-matter to search.

1.1 The applicant has
been invited to 1imit and specify the subject-matter he wished to be
searched; in reply to this invitation he indicated that the search should
be limited to claims 41-60.

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPQ
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guidelines C-IV, 7.2),
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) PCT declaration be
overcome,
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International application No.
INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REFORT PCT/US2021/034822
Box No. Il Observations where certaln clalms were found unsearchable (Continuation of Item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of cedain claims under Aricle 17(2){a) for the fellowing reasons:

1. I:I Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2 m Claims Nos.: 1'40: 61-86

bacausa thay relata to parts of tha internaticnal applicaticn that do not comply with the preseribed requiremants to such
an extent that nc meaningful international search can be camied out, specifically:

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/I15A/210

3. I:l Claims Nos.:

bacausa thay are dapandant claime and ara not drafted in accardanca with tha sacond and third sentsnces of Rula 6.4{a).

Box No. lll  Observations where unlty of Inventlon Is lacking (Continuation of kem 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Autherity found multiple inventions in this international application, as folkows:

As all required acditional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this intematienal search report covers all searchable
claims,

2. |:| As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fees, this Authority did net invite payment of
additional fees.

3. As only soms of tha required additional 2earch fees were timaly paid by the applicant, this intsrnaticnal search report covers
enly thoze claims for which fees wara paid, spacifieally claime Nas.:

4. D No required additional search fees wers timely paid by the applicant. Genssguently, this internatienal seareh report is
restricted te the inventian first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest The additional search fees were accempanied by the applicant's protest and, where applicable, the

payment of a protest fea.

The additional search fees were acccmpanied by the applicant's protest but the applicable protest
fos was not paid within the time limit specifie! in the invitation.

I:l No protest accompanied the payment of additional search feas.

Form PCTASA/210 (continuation of first sheet (2)) (April 2005)
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