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3 Claims. (Ci, 2—19)

This invention relates to improvements in baseball
gloves and is particularly directed to improvements in
the. construction of a glove,

The construction of gloves according to current practice
generally provides for a one-piece or unitary palm ply
and heel ply for the ball receiving pocket, with the palm
ply secured to the body of the glove so as to anchor the
same against shifting which results in objectionable
wrinkles and bulges in the ball receiving pocket. Up to
now there has been no real improvement in the objec-
tionable bulges and wrinkles which form in the ball
receiving pocket because of the character of construc-
tion adopted by manufacturers. Also, the practice of cut-

ting the palm and heel plies from one piece of hide makes

it difficult to use the hide economically, as one large
piece without blemishes or defects is hard to find. In the
present improvement the palm and heel portions are cut
as separate pieces and can be taken from the hide in 2
more economical manner with more effective utilization
of the hide.

Therefore, it is an important object of the present in-
vention to provide a baseball glove construction which
will result in more economical utilization of hides and
improve the shape of the ball receiving pocket so as to
reduce or eliminate the foregoing objections.

It is also an important object of the present invention
to construct a glove in a simple and unique manner by
framing the palm pocket with a heel portion adapted to
shape and retain the ball receiving pocket.

It is a further object of the present invention to pro-
vide a baseball glove construction of the foregoing char-
acter in which the construction of the heel portion will
not interfere with or obstruct the ball receiving pocket,
or make it difficult for a ball to be quickly extracted from
the pocket.

Other objects and advantages of the present invention
will appear in the following disclosure of a preferred con-
struction which includes a glove body having a face ply,
a back ply and lining plies formed and arranged as shown
in the accompanying drawings, whereby the improvement
may be incorporated in the palm ply by forming the lat-
ter ply in two parts so that a unique and improved heel
may be incorporated which will accomplish the fore-
going stated objects and provide the advantages which
will be described or will appear in the following dis-
closure. The improvement herein may also be practiced
in a glove having a unitary palm and heel ply by form-
ing a fold or lap in the heel line, but the two-part ar-
rangement provided a better fit.

The glove construction herein preferred is ilustrated
in the accompanying drawings, wherein:

FIG. 1 is a front view of a baseball glove illustrating
the palm and heel construction thereof;

FIG. 2 is an enlarged fragmentary sectional view
taken at line 2—2 in FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is an exploded view of the palm and heel plies
shown in flat pattern layout;

FIG. 4 is a fragmentary face view of a glove showing
a modified form which the invention may have;

FIG. 5 is an enlarged fragmentary sectional view taken
at line 5—5 in FIG. 4; and

FIG. 6 is a view of the palm ply in flat pattern layout,
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the same being utilized in connection with the heel por-
tion shown in FIG. 3.

In the following description it will appear that the glove
body has a face side composed of at least one ply of
leather, a back side also composed of at least one ply
of leather, and lining means for the face side. There-
fore, the glove body may be thought of as having face
and back sides, and the face side may be thought of as
having palm and heel portions from which the thumb and
finger extensions project. Also gloves usually have a lin-
ing ply carried behind the palm and heel portions, and in
most constructions the margins of the face and back
sides and of the lining are bound together by sewing or
lacing methods.

First referring to FIGS. 1, 2 and 3, the improved base-
ball glove is shown generally at 16 and comprises a body
formed with a palm portion 11 and a connected heel
portion 12, the palm portion and heel portion cooperating
to form a thumb extension 14 and finger extensions 15,
16, 17 and 18. The thumb and first finger extensions 14
and 15, respectively, are spaced apart so that a backstop
extension 19 may be disposed therein to complete the ball
receiving pocket formation. As may be seen fragmentar-
ily in FIG. 1, the glove body is provided with leather ma-
terial forming the back side 20 for each of the finger ex-
tensions and the thumb extension. The palm and heel
portions 11 and 12 of the face side are arranged in co-
operation with a lining ply 21 as may be seen in FIG. 2.
The heel ply portion 12 and the cooperating lining ply
21 form an enclosure for a suitable padding 22, the pad-
ding extending across the heel portion of the glove body
and upwardly at each end into the thumb extension 14
and the little finger extension 18. This construction of
the padded heel and extension portions which form the
thumb and little finger of the glove body provides a cradle
which is made relatively firm by means of the padding
and gives form and shape to the ball receiving pocket in
the palm portion 11. The manner of joining the palm
portion 11 and heel portion 12 results in the formation of
a ball receiving pocket which is substantially free of
bulges, wrinkles, and the tendency for the palm ply to
gather and crease, especially near the base area of the
several finger extensions 15, 16 and 17.

Referring in greater particularity to FIGS. 2 and 3, it
may be seen that the palm portion 11 when viewed in flat
pattern is provided with the backstop extension 19 and
the several finger extensions 15, 16 and 17. In addi-
tion, the palm has a heel margin 23 which curves across
the heel of the glove from a tab 24 near the finger exten-
sion 17 to a tab 25 near the backstop extension 19, The
margin 23 is further provided with projections 26 which
bave apertures 27 therein. Other apertures generally
shown at 28 in the tab 25 (as well as in tab 24) are
provided in marginal portions of the palm so as to afford
means to bind together the plies for the face and back
sides of the glove as is shown generally in FIG. 1. The
heel 12 in flat pattern is of arcuate form and extends
from the thumb extension 14 to the little finger extension
18. Between these opposite extensions an inner margin
2% is provided with a series of cuts 3¢ which extend
generally perpendicularly inwardly from the margin 29
so that the margin is divided into a number of separate
tabs one being shown at 31 for example. These tabs 31
are adapted to be turned under as is shown at the fold F
in FIG. 2, and after being turned under are connected to
the margin 23 of the palm portion 11 and a suitable
lacing 32 is laced through the several apertures 31’ of
the tabs 31 and through the apertures 27 of the palm
projections 26, as well as certain of the apertures 28. As
may be appreciated the apertures 31’ are arranged in two
lines or series which register when the tabs 31 are folded
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under, whereby the lacing 32 is able to catch the fold
in a secure manner as well as catch the apertures 27
in projections 26. The inwardly directed cuts 3¢ when
folded under cause the fold line F to lie smoothly
throughout the curvature of the fold line as is illustrated
in FIG. 1. The lacing 32 (FIG. 2) extends through
suitable apertures in the lining ply 21 and secures the fold
F in a desired compact form so that it will have a mini-
mum of opportunity to pucker during the use of the
glove. The several projections 26 extend underneath the
fold F and retain the palm ply portion 11 pulled down
and under the fold F so that the bulging and lumpy ap-
pearance of the ball receiving pocket is taken out and the
ply is caused to retain its pocket formation, assisted by
the cradle effect produced by the raised seam formed
along the fold F at the heel portion 12, together with
the thumb extension 14 and the little finger extension 18.

In referring to FIGS. 4-6, inclusive, portions of the
glove 10 will be like those set forth in the description
of FIGS. 1-3, therefore similar reference numerals will be
applied wherever similar parts are referred to. In the
views of FIGS. 4 and 5 the raised seam or fold F between
the heel portion 12 and the palm portion 11 is formed by
turning under the tabs 31 of the heel margin 29, as de-
scribed for FIGS. 2 and 3, and connecting the tabs to
the curved marginal portion 13 of the palm I1. The mar-
ginal portion 13 is shown in flat plane in FIG. 6, and this
margin is provided with a series of apertures 33 so that
the lacing 32 may be suitably placed in position as is
shown in FIGS. 4 and 5. The margin 29 of the heel 12
and margin 13 of the palm 11 may be sewed together at
the seam line S illustrated in FIG. 5, thereby additionally
securing the palm and heel portions.

Referring to the portions 24 and 25 (FIG. 3) which
are at the respective ends of the margin 23, it can be
seen by viewing FiG. .1 that the portion 25 forms a part
of the palm ply adjacent the base of the opening or gap
34 between the thumb extension 14 and the backstop ex-
tension 19. The portion 25 as is shown in FIG. 1 is
stitched along the seam S to the thumb extension 14 of
the heel ply 12 so that the fold F continues into the thumb
extension above the innermost end of the gap 34. At the
little finger extension 18, the portion 24 is worked into
the assembly at the crotch 35 where the finger extensions
17 and 18 are interconnected and where the lacing 32
is also located. The portion 24 thereby forms a closure
for preventing the development of a gap at the little
finger end of the fold F. The palm &1 shown in FIG. 6
is also provided with extension portions 36 and 37 which
are provided for the reasons last above described and are
similarly secured in the assembly.

Referring to FIG. 1, it is seen that the finger extensions
15, 16, 17 and 18 are interconnected adjacent the ends
thereof by lacing means having a loop or bight 38 about
the bound margin 39 along one side of the first finger 15,
one span 40 of the lacing means being threaded through
the face ply of the several finger extensions and another
span 41 being threaded through the back ply of these
fingers.

An alternate lacing (not shown) is to have the spans
46 and 41 criss-cross between the finger extensions which
adds considerable strength to the fingers and also provides
pocket forming advantages along the lines of the lacing
as shown. The term interlace is intended to include both
methods of installing lacing spans 4§ and 41. The lacing
spans 40 and 41 are secured at the tip of the little finger
extension 18 by knotting the ends 42 and 43. Since the
lacing spans 46 and 41 have considerable friction en-
gagement in the fingers it becomes possible to adjust
either span 40 or 41 to obtain a difference in length be-
tween the two, thereby permitting the finger extensions
to be shaped to the ball receiving pocket to the extent
desired by the player. Thus lacing means arranged in
this manner augments the shaping and forming of the
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4
glove pocket and greatly improves the action of the glove
in catching balls which may not be directly in the pocket.

It is believed that the foregoing description of certain
preferred forms of constructing a baseball glove can now
be understood and appreciated by those skilled in the art,
and it is apparent that the improvements in the construc-
tion and assembly of the palm and heel portions of the
glove body provides a greatly improved and form retain-
ing means for the ball receiving pocket, so that the ball
receiving pocket is maintained substantially free of
bulges and creases and retains a cupped shape which is
desirable. It is, of course, understocod that changes and
modifications may be made in the construction herein set
forth and it is intended that such changes and modifica-
tions which are of an equivalent character and which
function in substantially the same manner are to be in-
cluded within the scope of the appended claims.

What is ciaimed is:

1. In a baseball glove comprising a body having a face
side and a back side and a heel defining a part of a ball
receiving pocket in the face side, and the body having a
hand receiving opening in the back side, the improve-
ment of a palm ply in the face side of the body having
a margin extending along the heel, a heel ply baving a
margin extending adjacent said palm ply margin, said
palm ply margin being formed with spaced apertures and
said heel ply margin being folded and formed with spaced
apertures registering through said fold, and lacing means
securing said folded heel ply margin to said palm ply
margin by being laced through said apertures in both
palm and heel plies, said folded heel ply margin defining
a step in the ball receiving pocket at the junction of the
palm ply and the heel ply.

2. In a baseball glove comprising a body having a
face side and a back side and a heel including a body
of padding defining a part of a ball receiving pocket in
the face side, and the body having a hand receiving open-
ing in the back side, the improvement of a multi-ply
seam in the body defining a rim for the ball receiving
pocket constructed of a palm ply in the face side of the
body having a margin reaching to and extending along
the heel padding body, a heel ply covering the padding
body and having a margin extending adjacent said palm
ply margin, said heel ply margin having spaced cuts
therein to provide a series of tabs and said tabs being
folded back to form a double ply edge on said heel and
lzid upon said palm ply margin, and means engaging and
securing said series of folded tabs and palm ply margin
in abutment to fix the same in position -along a margin of
the ball receiving pocket.

3. In a baseball glove comprising a bedy having a
face side and a back side and a heel defining a marginal
part of a ball receiving pocket in the face side, and the
body having a hand receiving opening in the back side,
the improvement of a palm ply in the face side of the
body having a margin extending to and along the heel,
a ‘heel ply having a margin extending adjacent said palm
ply margin and defining an extremity of the heel part of
the ball receiving pocket, said palm ply margin and heel
ply margin being arranged in lapped relation to form a
multi-ply line in the face side defining a raised seam be-
tween the heel and ball receiving pocket, and means ex-
tending through the lapped margins forming said raised
seam to secure the palm and heel plies together and fix
said mulii-ply line in the face side of the glove body.
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