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sation of at least one neighboring segment determined based 
on characteristics associated with the neighboring segment; 
and decoding the bitstream using illumination compensation 
for the first segment including forming a Sum that includes 
a predictor for pixels of the first segment obtained from the 
reference picture, a residual for pixels of the first segment, 
and a corresponding offset value for illumination compen 
sation. 
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FIG. 1 
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FIG. 2 

Obtain an average pixel value of 
at least one block from among 
neighboring blocks of a current block S131 
and reference blocks of another view 

derive a predicted average pixel 
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the predicted average pixel Value and S133 
an average pixel Value of the current block 

Select an optimum mode by measuring 
encoding efficiency of the several S134 
modes respectively 

Transmit only mode ID information, 
or Transmit mode Id information S135 
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FIG. 3 
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FIG. 5 
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FIG. 6A 

B16X8 O 
o 

10 

B16X8 1 

  



Patent Application Publication Aug. 2, 2007 Sheet 6 of 25 US 2007/0177674 A1 

FIG. 6B 
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FIG. 7A 
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FIG. 7B 
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FIG. 8B 
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FIG. 9 
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FIG 10 

Determine whether a reference index 
of a current block is equal to those S210 
of neighboring blocks 

Obtain predictor for performing 
an illumination compensation S211 
of the current block according to 
the determined result 

Reconstruct an offset Value of 
the current block using the predictor S212 
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FIG. 12 
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FIG. 13 

Determine if a reference index 
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of the current block using the predictor S244 
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FIG. 15 
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FIG 16 

Obtain flag information 
indicating an illumination S271 
compensation of a current block 

Reconstruct an offset value of 
the current block if illumination 
compensation is performed S272 
by flag information 
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FIG. 18 

Obtain flag information indicating 
Whether an illumination compensation S291 
of a current block is performed 

Reconstruct an offset Value of the current 
block if the illumination compensation S292 
is performed by flag information 
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FIG. 19 

S301 Obtain flag information for an illumination 
compensation of a specific level of a Video signal 

Decode the specific level of video signal 
illumination-compensated by the flag information 
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FIG. 20A 
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FIG. 20B 
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FIG 21 
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PROCESSING MULTIVEW VIDEO 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

0001. This application claims the benefit of U.S. appli 
cation Ser. No. 60/758,234 filed on Jan. 12, 2006, U.S. 
application Ser. No. 60/759,620 filed on Jan. 18, 2006, U.S. 
application Ser. No. 60/762,534 filed on Jan. 27, 2006, U.S. 
application Ser. No. 60/787,193 filed on Mar. 30, 2006, U.S. 
application Ser. No. 60/818.274 filed on Jul. 5, 2006, U.S. 
application Ser. No. 60/830,087 filed on Jul. 12, 2006, U.S. 
application Ser. No. 60/830,328 filed on Jul. 14, 2006, 
Korean Application No. 10-2006-0004956 filed on Jan. 17, 
2006, Korean Application No. 10-2006-0027100 filed on 
Mar. 24, 2006, Korean Application No. 10-2006-0037773 
filed on Apr. 26, 2006, Korean Application No. 10-2006 
0110337 filed on Nov. 9, 2006, and Korean Application No. 
10-2006-01 10338 filed on Nov. 9, 2006, each of which is 
incorporated herein by reference. 
0002 This application is related to U.S. application Ser. 
No. (Attorney Docket No. 19819-109001) titled 
“PROCESSING MULTIVIEW VIDEO, U.S. application 
Ser. No. (Attorney Docket No. 19819-109002) titled 
“PROCESSING MULTIVIEW VIDEO, U.S. application 
Ser. No. (Attorney Docket No. 19819-110001) titled 
“PROCESSING MULTIVIEW VIDEO, U.S. application 
Ser. No. (Attorney Docket No. 19819-110002) titled 
“PROCESSING MULTIVIEW VIDEO, U.S. application 
Ser. No. (Attorney Docket No. 19819-111001) titled 
“PROCESSING MULTIVIEW VIDEO, U.S. application 
Ser. No. (Attorney Docket No. 19819-111002) titled 
“PROCESSING MULTIVIEW VIDEO, and U.S. applica 
tion Ser. No. (Attorney Docket No. 19819-111004) 
titled “PROCESSING MULTIVIEW VIDEO, each of 
which is being filed concurrently with the present applica 
tion, and each of which is also incorporated herein by 
reference. 

BACKGROUND 

0003. The invention relates to processing multiview 
video. 

0004) Multiview Video Coding (MVC) relates to com 
pression of video sequences (e.g., a sequence of images or 
"pictures') that are typically acquired by respective cam 
eras. The video sequences or “views’ can be encoded 
according to a standard such as MPEG. A picture in a video 
sequence can represent a full video frame or a field of a 
Video frame. A slice is an independently coded portion of a 
picture that includes some or all of the macroblocks in the 
picture, and a macroblocks includes blocks of picture ele 
ments (or “pixels). 
0005 The video sequences can be encoded as a multiv 
iew video sequence according to the H.264/AVC codec 
technology, and many developers are conducting research 
into amendment of standardis to accomodate multiview 
Video sequences. 
0006 Three profiles for supporting specific functions are 
prescribed in the current H.264 standard. The term “profile' 
indicates the standardization of technical components for 
use in the video encoding/decoding algorithms. In other 
words, the profile is the set of technical components pre 
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scribed for decoding a bitstream of a compressed sequence, 
and may be considered to be a sub-standard. The above 
mentioned three profiles are a baseline profile, a main 
profile, and an extended profile. A variety of functions for 
the encoder and the decoder have been defined in the H.264 
standard, Such that the encoder and the decoder can be 
compatible with the baseline profile, the main profile, and 
the extended profile respectively. 

0007. The bitstream for the H.264/AVC standard is struc 
tured according to a Video Coding Layer (VCL) for pro 
cessing the moving-image coding (i.e., the sequence cod 
ing), and a Network Abstraction Layer (NAL) associated 
with a Subsystem capable of transmitting/storing encoded 
information. The output data of the encoding process is VCL 
data, and is mapped into NAL units before it is transmitted 
or stored. Each NAL unit includes a Raw Byte Sequence 
Payload (RBSP) corresponding to either compressed video 
data or header information. 

0008. The NAL unit includes a NAL header and a RBSP. 
The NAL header includes flag information (e.g., nal re 
f idc) and identification (ID) information (e.g., nal unit 
type). The flag information “nal ref idc’ indicates the 

presence or absence of a slice used as a reference picture of 
the NAL unit. The ID information “nal unit type' indicates 
the type of the NAL unit. The RBSP stores compressed 
original data. An RBSP trailing bit can be added to the last 
part of the RBSP such that the length of the RBSP can be 
represented by a multiple of 8 bits. 
0009. There are a variety of the NAL units, for example, 
an Instantaneous Decoding Refresh (IDR) picture, a 
Sequence Parameter Set (SPS), a Picture Parameter Set 
(PPS), and Supplemental Enhancement Information (SEI), 
etc. 

0010. The standard has generally defined a target product 
using various profiles and levels, such that the target product 
can be implemented with appropriate costs. The decoder 
satisfies a predetermined constraint at a corresponding pro 
file and level. 

0011. The profile and the level are able to indicate a 
function or parameter of the decoder, such that they indicate 
which compressed images can be handled by the decoder. 
Specific information indicating which one of multiple pro 
files corresponds to the bitstream can be identified by profile 
ID information. The profile ID information “profile idc' 
provides a flag for identifying a profile associated with the 
bitstream. The H.264/AVC standard includes three profile 
identifiers (IDs). If the profile ID information “profile idc' 
is set to “66, the bitstream is based on the baseline profile. 
If the profile ID information “profile idc' is set to “77, the 
bitstream is based on the main profile. If the profile ID 
information “profile idc' is set to '88, the bitstream is 
based on the extended profile. The above-mentioned “pro 
file idc' information may be contained in the SPS 
(Sequence Parameter Set), for example. 

SUMMARY 

0012. In one aspect, in general, a method for decoding a 
multiview video signal comprises: receiving a bitstream 
comprising encodings of multiple views of the multiview 
Video signal, each view comprising multiple pictures seg 
mented into multiple segments (e.g., an image block seg 
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ment such as a single block or a macroblocks, or a segment 
Such as a slice of an image); extracting flag information 
associated with a portion of the multiview video signal from 
the bitstream indicating whether illumination compensation 
of segments within said portion of the multiview video 
signal is enabled; and for a portion in which illumination 
compensation is enabled according to the extracted flag 
information, extracting from the bitstream a value associated 
with a segment within the portion and determining from said 
extracted value whether illumination compensation of the 
segment is to be performed. 

0013 Aspects can include one or more of the following 
features. 

0014. The segments comprise image blocks. 
0.015 The method further comprises, for a first block 
associated with a value that indicates that illumination 
compensation is to be performed, obtaining a predictor for 
performing illumination compensation of the first block 
using an offset value for illumination compensation of at 
least one neighboring block adjacent to the first block. 
0016. An offset value for illumination compensation of a 
neighboring block is obtained by forming a sum that 
includes a predictor for illumination compensation of the 
neighboring block and a residual value. 
0017 Obtaining a predictor for illumination compensa 
tion of the first block using an offset value for illumination 
compensation of at least one neighboring block adjacent to 
the first block includes selecting the at least one neighboring 
block according to a predetermined order among the neigh 
boring blocks. 
0018 Selecting the at least one neighboring block 
according to the predetermined order comprises determining 
whether one or more conditions are satisfied for a neigh 
boring block in an order in which one or more vertical or 
horizontal neighbors are followed by one or more diagonal 
neighbors. 

0019. The flag information enables illumination compen 
sation for one or more of a sequence, a view, a group of 
pictures, a picture, and a slice that contains the block. 
0020. The flag information enables illumination compen 
sation for the slice that contains the block. 

0021. The extracted value comprises flag information for 
a macroblocks that contains the block or flag information for 
the block. 

0022. The extracted value comprises flag information for 
the macroblocks that contains the block. 

0023. In another aspect, in general, a method for decod 
ing a multiview video signal comprises: receiving a bit 
stream comprising encodings of multiple views of the mul 
tiview video signal, each view comprising multiple pictures 
segmented into multiple segments; and obtaining a predictor 
for illumination compensation of a first segment using an 
offset value for illumination compensation of at least one 
neighboring segment adjacent to the first segment, including 
selecting the at least one neighboring segment according to 
a predetermined order among the neighboring segments. 
0024 Aspects can include one or more of the following 
features. 
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0025 The first segment and the at least one neighboring 
segment comprise image blocks. 

0026. An offset value for illumination compensation of a 
neighboring block is obtained by forming a sum that 
includes a predictor for illumination compensation of the 
neighboring block and a residual value. 

0027 Selecting the at least one neighboring block 
according to the predetermined order comprises determining 
whether one or more conditions are satisfied for a neigh 
boring block in an order in which one or more vertical or 
horizontal neighbors are followed by one or more diagonal 
neighbors. 

0028 Selecting the at least one neighboring block 
according to the predetermined order comprises determining 
whether one or more conditions are satisfied for a neigh 
boring block in the order of: a left neighboring block, 
followed by an upper neighboring block, followed by a 
right-upper neighboring block, followed by a left-upper 
neighboring block. 

0029 Selecting the at least one neighboring block 
according to the predetermined order comprises determining 
whether one or more conditions are satisfied for a neigh 
boring block in the order of a upper neighboring block, 
followed by a left neighboring block, followed by a right 
upper neighboring block, followed by a left-upper neigh 
boring block. 

0030) Determining whether one or more conditions are 
satisfied for a neighboring block comprises extracting a 
value associated with the neighboring block from the bit 
stream indicating whether illumination compensation of the 
neighboring block is to be performed. 

0031. The extracted value comprises flag information for 
a macroblocks that contains the block or flag information for 
the block. 

0032) Obtaining the predictor comprises determining 
whether to use an offset value for illumination compensation 
of a single neighboring block or multiple offset values for 
illumination compensation of respective neighboring 
blocks. 

0033. The method further comprises, when multiple off 
set values are to be used, obtaining the predictor for per 
forming illumination compensation of the first block by 
combining the multiple offset values. 

0034 Combining the multiple offset values comprises 
taking an average or median of the offset values. 

0035) In another aspect, in general, a method for decod 
ing a multiview video signal comprises: receiving a bit 
stream comprising encodings of multiple views of the mul 
tiview video signal, each view comprising multiple pictures 
segmented into multiple segments; obtaining an offset value 
for illumination compensation of a first segment with respect 
to a reference picture, wherein the offset value is predicted 
using an offset value for illumination compensation of at 
least one neighboring segment determined based on char 
acteristics associated with the neighboring segment; and 
decoding the bitstream using illumination compensation for 
the first segment including forming a Sum that includes a 
predictor for pixels of the first segment obtained from the 
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reference picture, a residual for pixels of the first segment, 
and a corresponding offset value for illumination compen 
sation. 

0036) Aspects can include one or more of the following 
features. 

0037. The first segment and the at least one neighboring 
segment comprise image blocks. 

0038 An offset value for illumination compensation of a 
neighboring block is obtained by forming a sum that 
includes a predictor for illumination compensation of the 
neighboring block and a residual value. 

0.039 The method further comprises selecting at least one 
neighboring block based on whether one or more conditions 
are satisfied for a neighboring block in an order in which one 
or more vertical or horizontal neighbors are followed by one 
or more diagonal neighbors. 

0040 Selecting at least one neighboring block comprises 
determining whether one or more conditions are satisfied for 
a neighboring block in the order of a left neighboring block, 
followed by an upper neighboring block, followed by a 
right-upper neighboring block, followed by a left-upper 
neighboring block. 

0041) Determining whether one or more conditions are 
satisfied for a neighboring block comprises extracting a 
value associated with the neighboring block from the bit 
stream indicating whether illumination compensation of the 
neighboring block is to be performed. 

0042. The extracted value comprises flag information for 
a macroblocks that contains the block or flag information for 
the block. 

0043. Selecting at least one neighboring block comprises 
determining whether to use an offset value for illumination 
compensation of a single neighboring block or multiple 
offset values for illumination compensation of respective 
neighboring blocks. 

0044) The method further comprises, when multiple off 
set values are to be used, obtaining the predictor for per 
forming illumination compensation of the first block by 
combining the multiple offset values. 

0045 Combining the multiple offset values comprises 
taking an average or median of the offset values. 

0046. In another aspect, in general, a method for decod 
ing a multiview video signal, comprises: receiving a bit 
stream comprising encodings of multiple views of the mul 
tiview video signal, each view comprising multiple pictures 
segmented into multiple segments; obtaining a predictor for 
illumination compensation of a first segment with respect to 
a reference picture; determining an offset value for illumi 
nation compensation of the first segment including forming 
a Sum that includes the predictor and a residual value; and 
decoding the bitstream using illumination compensation for 
the first segment including forming a Sum that includes a 
predictor for pixels of the first segment obtained from the 
reference picture, a residual for pixels of the first segment, 
and a corresponding offset value for illumination compen 
sation. 
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0047 Aspects can include one or more of the following 
features. 

0048. The segments comprise image blocks. 
0049. Using illumination compensation for the first seg 
ment comprises obtaining an offset value for illumination 
compensation of a neighboring block by forming a sum that 
includes a predictor for illumination compensation of the 
neighboring block and a residual value. 
0050. The method further comprises selecting at least one 
neighboring block based on whether one or more conditions 
are satisfied for a neighboring block in an order in which one 
or more vertical or horizontal neighbors are followed by one 
or more diagonal neighbors. 
0051 Selecting at least one neighboring block comprises 
determining whether one or more conditions are satisfied for 
a neighboring block in the order of a left neighboring block, 
followed by an upper neighboring block, followed by a 
right-upper neighboring block, followed by a left-upper 
neighboring block. 
0052 Determining whether one or more conditions are 
satisfied for a neighboring block comprises extracting a 
value associated with the neighboring block from the bit 
stream indicating whether illumination compensation of the 
neighboring block is to be performed. 
0053. The extracted value comprises flag information for 
a macroblocks that contains the block or flag information for 
the block. 

0054 Selecting at least one neighboring block comprises 
determining whether to use an offset value for illumination 
compensation of a single neighboring block or multiple 
offset values for illumination compensation of respective 
neighboring blocks. 
0055. The method further comprises, when multiple off 
set values are to be used, obtaining the predictor for per 
forming illumination compensation of the first block by 
combining the multiple offset values. 
0056 Combining the multiple offset values comprises 
taking an average or median of the offset values. 
0057. In another aspect, in general, a method for decod 
ing a multiview video signal comprises: receiving a bit 
stream comprising encodings of multiple views of the mul 
tiview video signal, each view comprising multiple pictures 
segmented into multiple segments; and obtaining a predictor 
for illumination compensation of a first segment with respect 
to a reference picture using an offset value for illumination 
compensation of at least one neighboring segment adjacent 
to the first segment according whether the reference picture 
associated with the first segment is the same as a reference 
picture associated with the neighboring segment. 
0058 Aspects can include one or more of the following 
features. 

0059. The segments comprise image blocks. 
0060 Using illumination compensation for the first seg 
ment comprises obtaining an offset value for illumination 
compensation of a neighboring block by forming a sum that 
includes a predictor for illumination compensation of the 
neighboring block and a residual value. 
0061 The method further comprises selecting at least one 
neighboring block based on whether one or more conditions 
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are satisfied for a neighboring block in an order in which one 
or more vertical or horizontal neighbors are followed by one 
or more diagonal neighbors. 
0062 Selecting at least one neighboring block comprises 
determining whether one or more conditions are satisfied for 
a neighboring block in the order of a left neighboring block, 
followed by an upper neighboring block, followed by a 
right-upper neighboring block, followed by a left-upper 
neighboring block. 
0063 Determining whether one or more conditions are 
satisfied for a neighboring block comprises extracting a 
value associated with the neighboring block from the bit 
stream indicating whether illumination compensation of the 
neighboring block is to be performed. 
0064. The extracted value comprises flag information for 
a macroblocks that contains the block or flag information for 
the block. 

0065. Selecting at least one neighboring block comprises 
determining whether to use an offset value for illumination 
compensation of a single neighboring block or multiple 
offset values for illumination compensation of respective 
neighboring blocks. 
0.066 The method further comprises, when multiple off 
set values are to be used, obtaining the predictor for per 
forming illumination compensation of the first block by 
combining the multiple offset values. 
0067 Combining the multiple offset values comprises 
taking an average or median of the offset values. 
0068. In another aspect, in general, for each respective 
decoding method, a method for encoding a video signal 
comprises generating a bitstream capable of being decoded 
into the video signal by the respective decoding method. 
0069. For example, in another aspect, in general, a 
method for encoding a bitstream comprises: forming the 
bitstream comprising encodings of multiple views of the 
multiview video signal, each view comprising multiple 
pictures segmented into multiple segments; providing flag 
information associated with a portion of the multiview video 
signal in the bitstream indicating whether illumination com 
pensation of segments within said portion of the multiview 
Video signal is enabled; and for a portion in which illumi 
nation compensation is enabled according to the extracted 
flag information, providing in the bitstream a value associ 
ated with a segment within the portion and determining from 
said extracted value whether illumination compensation of 
the segment is to be performed. 

0070. In another aspect, in general, a method for encod 
ing a bitstream comprises: forming the bitstream comprising 
encodings of multiple views of the multiview video signal, 
each view comprising multiple pictures segmented into 
multiple segments; and providing a predictor for illumina 
tion compensation of a first segment using an offset value for 
illumination compensation of at least one neighboring seg 
ment adjacent to the first segment, including selecting the at 
least one neighboring segment according to a predetermined 
order among the neighboring segments. 

0071. In another aspect, in general, a method for encod 
ing a bitstream comprises: forming the bitstream comprising 
encodings of multiple views of the multiview video signal, 
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each view comprising multiple pictures segmented into 
multiple segments; providing an offset value for illumination 
compensation of a first segment with respect to a reference 
picture, wherein the offset value is able to be predicted using 
an offset value for illumination compensation of at least one 
neighboring segment determined based on characteristics 
associated with the neighboring segment; and providing 
information for illumination compensation for the first seg 
ment based on a sum that includes a predictor for pixels of 
the first segment obtained from the reference picture, a 
residual for pixels of the first segment, and a corresponding 
offset value for illumination compensation. 
0072. In another aspect, in general, a method for encod 
ing a bitstream comprises: forming the bitstream comprising 
encodings of multiple views of the multiview video signal, 
each view comprising multiple pictures segmented into 
multiple segments; providing a predictor for illumination 
compensation of a first segment with respect to a reference 
picture; providing an offset value for illumination compen 
sation of the first segment based on a sum that includes the 
predictor and a residual value; and providing information for 
illumination compensation for the first segment based on a 
Sum that includes a predictor for pixels of the first segment 
obtained from the reference picture, a residual for pixels of 
the first segment, and a corresponding offset value for 
illumination compensation. 
0073. In another aspect, in general, a method for encod 
ing a bitstream comprises: forming the bitstream comprising 
encodings of multiple views of the multiview video signal, 
each view comprising multiple pictures segmented into 
multiple segments; and providing a predictor for illumina 
tion compensation of a first segment with respect to a 
reference picture using an offset value for illumination 
compensation of at least one neighboring segment adjacent 
to the first segment according whether the reference picture 
associated with the first segment is the same as a reference 
picture associated with the neighboring segment. 
0074. In another aspect, in general, for each respective 
decoding method, a computer program, stored on a com 
puter-readable medium, comprises instructions for causing a 
computer to perform the respective decoding method. 
0075. In another aspect, in general, for each respective 
decoding method, image data embodied on a machine 
readable information carrier is capable of being decoded into 
a video signal by the respective decoding method. 
0076. In another aspect, in general, for each respective 
decoding method, a decoder comprises means for perform 
ing the respective decoding method. 
0077. In another aspect, in general, for each respective 
decoding method, an encoder comprises means for gener 
ating a bitstream capable of being decoded into a video 
signal by the respective decoding method. 
0078. In another aspect, in general, a method for encod 
ing a video sequence comprises: a) obtaining an average 
pixel value of at least one block from among neighboring 
blocks of a current block and reference blocks of another 
view; b) deriving a predicted average pixel value of the 
current block from the obtained average pixel value of the at 
least one block; and c) obtaining a difference value between 
a predicted average pixel value of the current block and an 
average pixel value of the current block. 
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0079. In another aspect, in general, there is provided a 
method for decoding a video sequence comprising: 1) 
obtaining a difference value capable of reconstructing an 
average pixel value of a current block from a video signal; 
m) deriving a predicted average pixel value of the current 
block from reference blocks of another view; and n) recon 
structing the average pixel value of the current block on the 
basis of the predicted average pixel value and the difference 
value. 

0080. In yet another aspect, in general, there is provided 
an apparatus for encoding a video sequence comprising: an 
average pixel value obtaining unit for obtaining average 
pixel values of neighboring blocks of a current block and 
reference blocks of another view; an average pixel value 
prediction unit for deriving a predicted average pixel value 
of the current block from the obtained average pixel value: 
and a differintial-value encoding unit for obtaining a differ 
ence value between the predicted average pixel value and 
the average pixel value of the current block. 
0081. In yet another aspect, in general, there is provided 
an apparatus for decoding a video sequence comprising: a 
difference-value decoding unit for obtaining a difference 
value from a received bitstream; an average pixel value 
prediction unit for deriving a predicted average pixel value 
of a current block from a reference block of another view: 
and an illumination compensation unit for reconstructing the 
average pixel value of the current block on the basis of the 
predicted average pixel value and the difference value. 
0082 In yet another aspect, in general, a method for 
decoding a video signal comprises: obtaining a predictor for 
performing illumination compensation of a current block 
using an offset value of at least one neighboring block 
adjacent to the current block; and reconstructing an offset 
value of the current block using the predictor, wherein the 
predictor is determined by determining whether a reference 
index of the current block is equal to a reference index of the 
neighboring block. 

0083. In yet another aspect, in general, there is provided 
a method for decoding a video signal comprising: recon 
structing a current block offset value indicating a difference 
between an average pixel value of a current block and an 
average pixel value of at least one reference block; and 
obtaining respectively an offset values of the reference 
blocks of the current block using the offset value, if the 
current block is predictively encoded by two or more 
reference blocks. 

0084. In yet another aspect, in general, a method for 
decoding a video signal comprises: obtaining flag informa 
tion indicating whether illumination compensation of a 
current block is performed; and if the illumination compen 
sation is performed by the flag information, reconstructing 
an offset value indicating a difference between an average 
pixel value of the current block and an average pixel value 
of a reference block. 

0085. In yet another aspect, in general, there is provided 
a method for decoding a video signal comprising: a) obtain 
ing flag information for allowing a specific level of a video 
signal to be illumination-compensated; and b) decoding a 
specific level of the video signal illumination-compensated 
by the flag information, wherein the specific level of the 
Video signal corresponds to any one of a sequence level, a 
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view level, a GOP (Group of Pictures) level, a picture level, 
a slice level, a macroblocks level, and a block level. 
0086. In yet another aspect, in general, there is provided 
a method for encoding a video signal comprising: obtaining 
a current-blocks offset value indicating a difference 
between an average pixel value of the current block and a 
reference block; and searching for a reference optimally 
matched with the current block using the offset value; and 
obtaining a motion vector from the matched reference block, 
and encoding the motion vector. 
0087 Aspects can have one or more of the following 
advantages. 
0088. The method or apparatus for encoding/decoding a 
Video sequence predicts an average value of a current block 
to be encoded on the basis of peripheral blocks, and trans 
mits a difference value between the current block and the 
peripheral blocks, thereby minimizing an amount of infor 
mation to be transmitted for illumination compensation. 
0089. The method effectively performs illumination com 
pensation of a multiview video sequence requiring a large 
amount of data, thereby increasing an encoding rate. The 
method implements an effective encoding/decoding system 
using correlation between blocks or views. 
0090 View sequences of the multiview video data are 
captured by different cameras, such that there is a difference 
in illumination due to inner or outer factors of the cameras. 
In order to solve the problems, the method predicts an offset 
value of a current block using information of the neighbor 
ing block, transmits only a residual value between the 
current block and the neighboring block, Such that it can 
minimize an amount of information to be transmitted for 
illumination compensation. In the case of predicting the 
offset value of the current block, the method determines 
whether a reference index of the current block is equal to 
that of the neighboring block, resulting in the implementa 
tion of correct prediction. 
0091. The method predicts flag information indicating 
whether the illumination compensation of the current block 
is performed, and transmits only a residual value between 
the flag information, thereby minimizing an amount of 
information to be transmitted. The method determines 
whether a reference index of the current block is equal to 
that of the neighboring block, resulting in the implementa 
tion of correct prediction. The method uses correlation 
between blocks or views, resulting in the implementation of 
the effective coding process. 
0092 View sequences of the multiview video data are 
captured by different cameras, such that there is a difference 
in illumination due to inner or outer factors of the cameras. 
In order to solve the above-mentioned problems, the method 
predicts an offset value of a current block using information 
of the neighboring block, transmits only a residual value 
between the current block and the neighboring block, such 
that it can minimize an amount of information to be trans 
mitted for illumination compensation. The method predicts 
flag information indicating whether the illumination com 
pensation of the current block is performed, and transmits 
only a residual value, thereby minimizing an amount of 
information to be transmitted. 

0093. If the predictive coding process is performed using 
two or more reference blocks, the method employs the offset 
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value and the flag information using at least one method, 
resulting in the implementation of the effective coding 
process. A flag bit indicating whether the illumination com 
pensation is performed to each area of the video signal is 
assigned, such that the illumination compensation technique 
can be effectively used. The method calculates the costs by 
reflecting an illumination difference in the motion estimation 
process, resulting in the implementation of the correct 
predictive coding. 

0094. Other features and advantages will become appar 
ent from the following description, and from the claims. 

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 

0.095 FIG. 1 is an exemplary decoding apparatus. 

0.096 FIG. 2 is a flowchart illustrating a method for 
encoding a video sequence. 

0097 FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating a process for 
deriving a predicted average pixel value of a current block 
from reference blocks of other views. 

0.098 FIG. 4 is a detailed block diagram illustrating a 
process for deriving a predicted average pixel value of a 
current block from reference blocks of other views. 

0099 FIG. 5 is a diagram illustrating a 16x16 macrob 
locks. 

0100 FIGS. 6A-6B are diagrams illustrating 16x8 mac 
roblocks. 

0101 FIGS. 7A-7B are diagrams illustrating 8x16 mac 
roblocks. 

0102 FIGS. 8A-8B are diagrams illustrating 8x8 mac 
roblocks. 

0103 FIG. 9 is a diagram illustrating a process for 
obtaining an offset value of a current block. 
0104 FIG. 10 is a flowchart illustrating a process for 
performing illumination compensation of a current block. 

0105 FIG. 11 is a flowchart illustrating a method for 
obtaining a predictor by determining whether a reference 
index of a current block is equal to a reference index of a 
neighboring block. 

0106 FIG. 12 is a flow chart illustrating a method for 
performing for an illumination compensation on the basis of 
a prediction type of a current block. 

0107 FIG. 13 is a flow chart illustrating a method for 
performing illumination compensation using flag informa 
tion indicating whether the illumination compensation of a 
block is performed. 

0108 FIG. 14 is a flow chart illustrating a method for 
predicting flag information of a current block by determin 
ing whether a reference index of the current block is equal 
to a reference index of a neighboring block. 

0109 FIG. 15 is a flow chart illustrating a method for 
performing illumination compensation when a current block 
is predictively coded by two or more reference blocks. 

0110 FIG. 16 is a flow chart illustrating a method for 
performing illumination compensation using not only a flag 
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indicating whether illumination compensation of a current 
block is performed, but also an offset value of a current 
block. 

0.111 FIGS. 17A-17B are diagrams illustrating a method 
for performing illumination compensation using a flag and 
an offset value in association with blocks of P and B slices. 

0112 FIG. 18 is a flow chart illustrating a method for 
performing illumination compensation when a current block 
is predictively encoded by two or more reference blocks. 
0113 FIG. 19 is a flow chart illustrating a method for 
performing illumination compensation using a flag indicat 
ing whether illumination compensation of a current block is 
performed. 

0114 FIGS. 20A-20C are diagrams illustrating the scope 
of flag information indicating whether illumination compen 
sation of a current block is performed. 
0115 FIG. 21 is a flow chart illustrating a method for 
obtaining a motion vector considering an offset value of a 
current block. 

DESCRIPTION 

0116. In order to effectively handle a multiview 
sequence, an input bitstream includes information that 
allows a decoding apparatus to determine whether the input 
bitstream relates to a multiview profile. In cases that it is 
determined that the input bitstream relates to the multiview 
profile, Supplementary information associated with the mul 
tiview sequence is added according to a syntax to the 
bitstream and transmitted to the decoder. For example, the 
multiview profile ID can indicate a profile mode for han 
dling multiview video data as according to an amendment of 
the H.264/AVC standard. 

0117 The MVC (Multiview Video Coding) technology is 
an amendment technology of the H.264/AVC standards. 
That is, a specific syntax is added as Supplementary infor 
mation for an MVC mode. Such amendment to support 
MVC technology can be more effective than an alternative 
in which an unconditional syntax is used. For example, if the 
profile identifier of the AVC technology is indicative of a 
multiview profile, the addition of multiview sequence infor 
mation may increase a coding efficiency. 
0118. The sequence parameter set (SPS) of the H.264/ 
AVC bitstream is indicative of header information including 
information (e.g., a profile, and a level) associated with the 
entire-sequence encoding. 
0119) The entire compressed moving images (i.e., a 
sequence) can begin at a sequence header, Such that a 
sequence parameter set (SPS) corresponding to the header 
information arrives at the decoder earlier than data referred 
to by the parameter set. As a result, the sequence parameter 
set RBSP acts as header information of a compressed data of 
moving images at entry S1 (FIG. 2). If the bitstream is 
received, the profile ID information “profile idc' identifies 
which one of profiles from among several profiles corre 
sponds to the received bitstream. 
0.120. The profile ID information “profile idc' can be set, 
for example, to “MULTI VIEW PROFILE), so that the 
Syntax including the profile ID information can determine 
whether the received bitstream relates to a multiview profile. 
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The following configuration information can be added when 
the received bitstream relates to the multiview profile. 
0121 FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating an exemplary 
decoding apparatus (or “decoder”) of a multiview video 
system for decoding a video signalcontaining a multiview 
Video sequence. The multiview video system includes a 
corresponding encoding apparatus (or "encoder”) to provide 
the multiview video sequence as a bitstream that includes 
encoded image data embodied on a machine-readable infor 
mation carrier (e.g., a machine-readable storage medium, or 
a machine-readable energy signal propagating between a 
transmitter and receiver.) 
0122) Referring to FIG. 1, the decoding apparatus 
includes a parsing unit 10, an entropy decoding unit 11, an 
Inverse Quantization/Inverse Transform unit 12, an inter 
prediction unit 13, an intra-prediction unit 14, a deblocking 
filter 15, and a decoded-picture buffer 16. 

0123 The inter-prediction unit 13 includes a motion 
compensation unit 17, an illumination compensation unit 18, 
and an illumination-compensation offset prediction unit 19. 

0.124. The parsing unit 10 performs a parsing of the 
received video sequence in NAL units to decode the 
received video sequence. Typically, one or more sequence 
parameter sets and picture parameter sets are transmitted to 
a decoder before a slice header and slice data are decoded. 
In this case, the NAL header or an extended area of the NAL 
header may include a variety of configuration information, 
for example, temporal level information, view level infor 
mation, anchor picture ID information, and view ID infor 
mation, etc. 

0125. In this case, the term “time level information” is 
indicative of hierarchical-structure information for provid 
ing temporal Scalability from a video signal. Such that 
sequences of a variety of time Zones can be provided to a 
user via the above-mentioned temporal level information. 

0126 The term “view level information” is indicative of 
hierarchical-structure information for providing view scal 
ability from the video signal. The multiview video sequence 
can define the temporal level and view level, such that a 
variety of temporal sequences and view sequences can be 
provided to the user according to the defined temporal level 
and view level. 

0127. In this way, if the level information is defined as 
described above, the user may employ the temporal scal 
ability and the view scalability. Therefore, the user can view 
a sequence corresponding to a desired time and view, or can 
view a sequence corresponding to another limitation. The 
above-mentioned level information may also be established 
in various ways according to reference conditions. For 
example, the level information may be changed according to 
a camera location, and may also be changed according to a 
camera arrangement type. In addition, the level information 
may also be arbitrarily established without a special refer 
CCC. 

0128. The term “anchor picture' is indicative of an 
encoded picture in which all slices refer to only slices in a 
current view and not slices in other views. A random access 
between views can be based on anchor pictures for multi 
view-sequence decoding. 
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0129. Anchor picture ID information can be used to 
perform the random access process to access data of a 
specific view without requiring a large amount of data to be 
decoded. 

0130. The term “view ID information” is indicative of 
specific information for discriminating between a picture of 
a current view and a picture of another view. In order to 
discriminate one picture from other pictures when the video 
sequence signal is encoded, a Picture Order Count (POC) 
and frame number information (frame num) can be used. 
0131) If a current sequence is determined to be a multi 
view video sequence, inter-view prediction can be per 
formed. An identifier is used to discriminate a picture of the 
current view from a picture of another view. 

0132) A view identifier can be defined to indicate a 
picture's view. The decoding apparatus can obtain informa 
tion of a picture in a view different from a view of the current 
picture using the above-mentioned view identifier, Such that 
it can decode the video signal using the information of the 
picture. The above-mentioned view identifier can be applied 
to the overall encoding/decoding process of the video signal. 
Also, the above-mentioned view identifier can also be 
applied to the multiview video coding process using the 
frame number information “frame num' considering a 
V1eW. 

0.133 Typically, the multiview sequence has a large 
amount of data, and a hierarchical encoding function of each 
view (also called a “view scalability”) can be used for 
processing the large amount of data. In order to perform the 
view scalability function, a prediction structure considering 
views of the multiview sequence may be defined. 

0.134. The above-mentioned prediction structure may be 
defined by structuralizing the prediction order or direction of 
several view sequences. For example, if several view 
sequences to be encoded are given, a center location of the 
overall arrangement is set to a base view, such that view 
sequences to be encoded can be hierarchically selected. The 
end of the overall arrangement or other parts may be set to 
the base view. 

0.135) If the number of camera views is denoted by an 
exponential power of “2, a hierarchical prediction structure 
between several view sequences may be formed on the basis 
of the above-mentioned case of the camera views denoted by 
the exponential power of “2. Otherwise, if the number of 
camera views is not denoted by the exponential power of 
“2, virtual views can be used, and the prediction structure 
may be formed on the basis of the virtual views. If the 
camera arrangement is indicative of a two-dimensional 
arrangement, the prediction order may be established by 
turns in a horizontal or vertical direction. 

0.136 A parsed bitstream is entropy-decoded by an 
entropy decoding unit 11, and data Such as a coefficient of 
each macroblocks, a motion vector, etc., are extracted. The 
inverse quantization/inverse transform unit 12 multiplies a 
received quantization value by a predetermined constant to 
acquire a transformed coefficient value, and performs an 
inverse transform of the acquired coefficient value, such that 
it reconstructs a pixel value. The inter-prediction unit 13 
performs an inter-prediction function from decoded samples 
of the current picture using the reconstructed pixel value. 



US 2007/0177674 A1 

0137 At the same time, the deblocking filter 15 is applied 
to each decoded macroblocks to reduce the degree of block 
distortion. The deblocking filter 15 performs a smoothing of 
the block edge. Such that it improves an image quality of the 
decoded frame. The selection of a filtering process is depen 
dent on a boundary strength and a gradient of image samples 
arranged in the vicinity of the boundary. The filtered pictures 
are stored in the decoded picture buffer 16, such that they 
can be outputted or be used as reference pictures. 
0138. The decoded picture buffer 16 stores or outputs 
pre-coded pictures to perform the inter-prediction function. 
In this case, frame number information “frame num' and 
POC (Picture Order Count) information of the pictures are 
used to store or output the pre-coded pictures. Pictures of 
other view may exist in the above-mentioned pre-coded 
pictures in the case of the MVC technology. Therefore, in 
order to use the above-mentioned pictures as reference 
pictures, not only the “frame num' and POC information, 
but also view identifier indicating a picture view may be 
used as necessary. 
0.139. The inter-prediction unit 13 performs the inter 
prediction using the reference pictures stored in the decoded 
picture buffer 16. The inter-coded macroblocks may be 
divided into macroblocks partitions. Each macroblocks par 
tition can be predicted by one or two reference pictures. 
0140. The motion compensation unit 17 compensates for 
a motion of the current block using the information received 
from the entropy decoding unit 11. The motion compensa 
tion unit 17 extracts motion vectors of neighboring blocks of 
the current block from the video signal, and obtains a 
motion-vector predictor of the current block. The motion 
compensation unit 17 compensates for the motion of the 
current block using a difference value between the motion 
vector and a predictor extracted from the video signal and 
the obtained motion-vector predictor. The above-mentioned 
motion compensation may be performed by only one refer 
ence picture, or may also be performed by a plurality of 
reference pictures. 
0141. Therefore, if the above-mentioned reference pic 
tures are determined to be pictures of other views different 
from the current view, the motion compensation may be 
performed according to a view identifier indicating the other 
W1WS. 

0142. A direct mode is indicative of a coding mode for 
predicting motion information of the current block on the 
basis of the motion information of a block which is com 
pletely decoded. The above-mentioned direct mode can 
reduce the number of bits required for encoding the motion 
information, resulting in the increased compression effi 
ciency. 
0143 For example, a temporal direct mode predicts 
motion information of the current block using a correlation 
of motion information of a temporal direction. Similar to the 
temporal direct mode, the decoder can predict the motion 
information of the current block using a correlation of 
motion information of a view direction. 

0144. If the received bitstream corresponds to a multiv 
iew sequence, view sequences may be captured by different 
cameras respectively. Such that a difference in illumination 
may occur due to internal or external factors of the cameras. 
In order to reduce potential inefficiency associated with the 
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difference in illumination, an illumination compensation 
unit 18 performs an illumination compensation function. 
0145. In the case of performing illumination compensa 
tion function, flag information may be used to indicate 
whether an illumination compensation at a specific level of 
a video signal is performed. For example, the illumination 
compensation unit 18 may perform the illumination com 
pensation function using flag information indicating whether 
the illumination compensation of a corresponding slice or 
macroblocks is performed. Also, the above-mentioned 
method for performing the illumination compensation using 
the above-mentioned flag information may be applied to a 
variety of macroblocks types (e.g., an inter 16x16 mode, a 
B-skip mode, a direct mode, etc.) 
0146 In order to reconstruct the current block when 
performing the illumination compensation, information of a 
neighboring block or information of a block in views 
different from a view of the current block may be used, and 
an offset value of the current block may also be used. 
0.147. In this case, the offset value of the current block is 
indicative of a difference value between an average pixel 
value of the current block and an average pixel value of a 
reference block corresponding to the current block. As an 
example for using the above-mentioned offset value, a 
predictor of the current-block offset value may be obtained 
by using the neighboring blocks of the current block, and a 
residual value between the offset value and the predictor 
may be used. Therefore, the decoder can reconstruct the 
offset value of the current block using the residual value and 
the predictor. 

0.148. In order to obtain the predictor of the current block, 
information of the neighboring blocks may be used as 
necessary. 

0.149 For example, the offset value of the current block 
can be predicted by using the offset value of a neighboring 
block. Prior to predicting the current-block offset value, it is 
determined whether the reference index of the current block 
is equal to a reference index of the neighboring blocks. 
According to the determined result, the illumination com 
pensation unit 18 can determine which one of neighboring 
blocks will be used or which value will be used. 

0150. The illumination compensation unit 18 may per 
form the illumination compensation using a prediction type 
of the current block. If the current block is predictively 
encoded by two reference blocks, the illumination compen 
sation unit 18 may obtain an offset value corresponding to 
each reference block using the offset value of the current 
block. 

0151. As described above, the inter-predicted pictures or 
intra-predicted pictures acquired by the illumination com 
pensation and motion compensation are selected according 
to a prediction mode, and reconstructs the current picture. 
0152. A variety of examples of encoding/decoding 
method for reconstructing a current picture are described 
later in this document. 

0.153 FIG. 2 is a flow chart illustrating a method for 
encoding a video sequence. 

0154 Referring to FIG. 2, an example of a video-se 
quence encoding method obtains an average pixel value of 



US 2007/0177674 A1 

at least one block from among neighboring blocks of a 
current block and reference blocks of another view at step 
S131. Upon receipt of the obtained value, the video-se 
quence encoding method derives a predicted average pixel 
value of the current block using at least one mode from 
among several modes at step S132. The video-sequence 
encoding method obtains a difference value between the 
predicted average pixel value and the actual average pixel 
value of the current block at step S133. The video-sequence 
encoding method measures individual encoding efficiency 
of the above-mentioned several modes, and selects an opti 
mum mode from among the several modes at step S134. The 
above-mentioned optimum mode can be selected in various 
ways, for example, a method for selecting a minimum 
difference value from among the obtained difference values, 
and a method for using an equation indicating the relation 
ship of Rate-Distortion (RD), etc. 
0155 In this case, the above-mentioned RD equation 
recognizes not only the number of encoding bits generated 
during the encoding of a corresponding block but also a 
distortion value indicating a difference value associated with 
an actual image. Such that it calculates costs using the 
number of encoding bits and the distortion value. In more 
detail, the video-sequence encoding method multiplies the 
bit number by a Lagrange multiplier determined by a 
quantization coefficient, and adds the distortion value to the 
multiplied result, such that it calculates the costs. If the 
optimum mode is selected, the video-sequence encoding 
method can encode identification (ID) information indicat 
ing the selected mode, and transmit the encoded result. 
Alternatively, if the optimum mode is selected, the video 
sequence encoding method can encode not only the ID 
information indicating the selected mode but also the dif 
ference value obtained by the selected mode, and transmit 
the encoded result at step S135. 
0156 FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating a process for 
deriving a predicted average pixel value of a current block 
from reference blocks of another view. 

0157 Referring to FIG. 3, it is assumed that an average 
pixel value of the B block is m, an average pixel value of 
the B, block is m, and an average pixel value of the 
remaining blocks is represented by the above-mentioned 
block notation. There are a variety of methods for predicting 
m, information according to information of one or more 
neighboring blocks. For the convenience of description, it is 
assumed that the reference frame #1 is used as a candidate 
reference frame in the case of encoding the B block. 

0158. A first method for predicting m, information 
according to information of one or more neighboring blocks 
is a first mode method (Mode1) for predicting the m 
information on the basis of an average pixel value of a 
reference block of another view corresponding to the current 
block. In more detail, the first mode method (Mode1) is 
indicative of the method for predicting the m information 
using the average pixel value the B, block of the reference 
frame #1. The difference value can be represented by the 
following equation 1: 

e=m-m. Equation 1 

0159. A second method for predicting a difference value 
between an average pixel value of a current block and an 
average pixel value of a reference block of another view 
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corresponding to the current block is a second mode method 
(Mode2) for predicting the difference value on the basis of 
a difference between average pixel values of each neighbor 
ing blocks of the current block and the reference block. In 
more detail, the second mode method (Mode2) predicts a 
difference value between an average pixel value of the 
current block and an average pixel value of the B, block of 
the reference frame #1 using a difference value in average 
pixel values between neighboring blocks (B', B."). The 
difference value can be represented by the following equa 
tion 2: 

e=(me-m)-(m,'-m. 1) Equation 2 

0.160 A third method for predicting a difference value 
between an average pixel value of a current block and an 
average pixel value of a reference block of another view 
corresponding to the current block is a third mode method 
(Mode3) for predicting the difference value using a differ 
ence between an average pixel value of a neighboring block 
of the current block and an average pixel value of the 
reference block. In more detail, the third mode method 
(Mode3) predicts the m information on the basis of a 
difference between an average pixel value of the neighbor 
ing block B." and an average pixel value of the B, block of 
the reference frame #1. In this case, the difference value can 
be represented by the following equation 3: 

0.161 In the case of encoding a neighboring block of the 
current block by using the neighboring blocks of the refer 
ence block of another view, there is a fourth mode method 
(Mode4) for predicting the m information on the basis of 
predicted average pixel values of the neighboring blocks of 
the current block. In other words, if the B' block is pre 
encoded by referring to the B, block of the reference frame 
#2, a difference value between the average pixel value of the 
current block (B) and a reference block (B) correspond 
ing to the current block can be predicted by a difference 
value between the average pixel value of the neighboring 
block of the current block (B") and an average pixel value 
of neighboring block of another view reference block (B2). 
0162. In this case, the difference value can be represented 
by the following equation 4: 

Equation 3 

0163. In the case of using the neighboring-block infor 
mation using the above-mentioned Mode2, Mode3, and 
Mode4 methods, although the above-mentioned Mode2, 
Mode3, and Mode4 methods have disclosed that only one 
information of the next upper-block is exemplarily used, it 
should be noted that the combination of information of 
several neighboring blocks Surrounding the current block 
may also be used as an example. 

Equation 4 

0.164 FIG. 4 is a detailed block diagram illustrating a 
process for deriving a predicted average pixel value of a 
current block from reference blocks of other views. 

0.165. In more detail, FIG. 4 shows a current block, 
pre-encoded blocks, each of which shares a boundary with 
the current block, and other blocks, each of which shares a 
boundary with the reference block. In this case, the Mode2 
method equation, the Mode3-method equation, and the 
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Mode4-method equation can be represented by the follow 
ing equation 5: 

Equation 5 X w(m-mi) 
i 

X w. Mode 2:e = (n - ml) - 

X. w; (m-mi) 
Mode 3:e = (me-m) - X w; 

win. 
i 

X w. 

Xw (mi-mi) 
i 

X w. Mode 4:e = (n - ml) - 

0166 In the above-mentioned Mode4 equation, m, 
indicates an average pixel value of a reference block of the 
B, block on the condition that the reference block is located 
at the reference frame ilk. 

0167. In Equation 5, w, indicates a weighted coefficient. 
The neighboring blocks used for prediction are not limited 
to blocks sharing a boundary, and may also include other 
blocks adjacent to the above-mentioned neighboring blocks 
as necessary. Otherwise, the above-mentioned neighboring 
blocks may also employ only some parts of the other blocks. 
The scope of the above-mentioned neighboring blocks may 
be adjusted by the w. In this way, the difference value (e) is 
quantized and entropy-encoded. Such that the entropy-en 
coded information is transmitted to the decoding unit. 
0168 The reference frames of the above-mentioned 
Mode1, Mode2, Mode3, and Mode4 methods are deter 
mined to be optimum frames in consideration of rate and 
distortion factors after calculating several steps to an actual 
bitstream stage. There are a variety of methods for selecting 
the optimum mode, for example, a method for selecting a 
specific mode of a minimum difference value from among 
the obtained difference values, and a method for using the 
RD relationship. 
0169. The above-mentioned RD-relationship method cal 
culates actual bitstreams of individual modes, and selects an 
optimum mode in consideration of the rate and the distor 
tion. In the case of calculating a block residual value, the 
above-mentioned RD-relationship method deducts an aver 
age pixel value of each block from the current block, deducts 
the average pixel value of each block from the reference 
block, and calculates a difference value between the 
deducted results of the current and reference blocks, as 
represented by the following equation 6: 

Equation 6 X. 

0170 In Equation 6, AXAy is indicative of a disparity 
vector, and I is a pixel value. If a value predicted by 
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information of a neighboring block and a difference value 
are quantized, and the quantized resultant values of the 
predicted value and the difference value are reconstructed, 
and the reconstructed resultant values are added, the added 
result is denoted by m of Equation 6. In this case, the value 
ofm, is adapted to obtain the same values from the encoding 
unit and the decoding unit. m, is indicative of an average 
pixel value of a reference block. In the case of the decoded 
image, the encoding unit has the same m, as that of the 
decoding unit. Indeed, the reference block is searched for in 
a time domain, and an optimum block is searched for in a 
space-time domain. Therefore, ID information indicating 
whether an illumination compensation will be used is set to 
“0” or “1” in association with individual frames and blocks, 
and the resultant ID information is entropy-encoded. 

0171 If the optimum mode is selected, it is possible to 
encode only the selected mode, such that the encoded result 
of the selected mode may be transmitted to the decoding 
unit. In addition to the encoded result of the selected mode, 
a difference value obtained by the selected mode can also be 
encoded and transmitted. The selected mode information is 
represented by index types, and can also be predicted by 
neighboring-mode information. In addition, a difference 
value between the index of the currently-selected mode and 
the index of the predicted mode can also be encoded and 
transmitted. 

0172 All of the above-mentioned modes may be consid 
ered, some of the above-mentioned modes may be selected, 
or only one of the above-mentioned modes may also be 
selected as necessary. In the case of using a single method 
from among all available methods, there is no need to 
separately encode the mode index. 

0.173) In the case of obtaining an average pixel value and 
deriving a predicted average pixel value, pre-decoded pixel 
values may be applied to current blocks of a reference frame 
and a target frame to be encoded. 
0.174 Basically, pre-decoded values of left-side pixels 
and pre-decoded values of upper-side pixels are used to 
predict an average pixel value of the current block. In the 
case of encoding an actual video sequence, the video 
sequence is encoded on the basis of a macroblocks. The 
16x16 macroblocks is divided into 16x8 blocks, 8x16 
blocks, and 8x8 blocks, and is then decoded. The 8x8 blocks 
may also be divided into 8x4 blocks, 4x8 blocks, and 4x4 
blocks. There are a variety of methods for predicting an 
average pixel value of Sub-blocks on the basis of a single 
macroblocks. 

0.175 FIG. 5 is a conceptual diagram illustrating a 16x16 
macroblocks for explaining usages of pre-decoded pixel 
values located at left- and upper-parts of an entire block in 
the case of deriving an average pixel value and a predicted 
average pixel value of a current block. 

0176 Referring to FIG. 5, the 16x16 macroblocks can 
use all the pixel values of the left- and upper-parts. There 
fore, in the case of predicting an average pixel value of the 
current block, an average pixel value of pixels (h1-h16) of 
the upper part and pixels (v1-V16) of the left part is 
calculated, and an average pixel value of the current block 
is predicted by the calculated average pixel value of the 
pixels (v1-V16, h1-h16). In this case, the average pixel 
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value of the 16x16 block (denoted by “B16x16') can be 
represented by the following equation 7: 

I6 I6 Equation 7 

X hi+Xvi 
i=1 i=1 

32 

0177 FIG. 6A is a conceptual diagram illustrating a 16x8 
macroblocks for explaining usages of all the pixels enclos 
ing divided blocks in the case of deriving an average pixel 
value and a predicted average pixel value of the divided 
blocks. FIG. 6B is a conceptual diagram illustrating a 16x8 
macroblocks for explaining usages of only pixels enclosing 
divided blocks in the case of deriving an average pixel value 
and a predicted average pixel value of the divided blocks. 
0178. In FIG. 6A, in the case of using all the pixels 
enclosing the divided blocks, an average value of the B16x 
8 O block and the B16x8 1 block can be represented by 
the following equation 8: 

I6 I6 Equation 8 

X hi+Xvi 
i=1 i=1 

32 

0179. In FIG. 6B, in the case of using all the pixels 
enclosing the divided blocks, an average value of the B16x 
8 O block can be represented by the following equation 9. 
and an average value of the B16x8 1 block can be repre 
sented by the following equation 10: 

I6 8 Equation 9 

X hi+Xvi 
i=1 i=1 

24 

24 

Equation 10 

0180. In the above-mentioned cases of FIGS. 6A-6B, the 
value of ho located at the corner of the macroblocks may 
also be added to the calculation result as necessary. In this 
case, an average pixel value of the B16x8 O block of FIG. 
6A can be represented by the following equation 11, and the 
average pixel value of the B16x8 0 of FIG. 6B can be 
represented by the following equation 12: 

I6 I6 Equation 11 

X hi+Xvi 
i=0 i=1 

33 

25 

Equation 12 

0181. In the above-mentioned cases of FIGS. 6A-6B, the 
values of hand Vs located at the corners of the macroblocks 
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may also be added to the calculation result as necessary. In 
this case, an average pixel value of the B16x8 1 block of 
FIG. 6A can be represented by the following equation 13, 
and the average pixel value of the B16x8 1 of FIG. 6B can 
be represented by the following equation 14: 

Equation 13 

33 

I6 I6 Equation 14 
X. gi+ X. wi 
i=0 i=8 

25 

0182 FIG. 7A is a conceptual diagram illustrating a 8x16 
macroblocks for explaining usages of all the pixels enclos 
ing divided blocks in the case of deriving an average pixel 
value and a predicted average pixel value of the divided 
blocks. FIG. 7B is a conceptual diagram illustrating a 8x16 
macroblocks for explaining usages of only pixels enclosing 
divided blocks in the case of deriving an average pixel value 
and a predicted average pixel value of the divided blocks. 
The method for deriving an average pixel value of the 
divided blocks is the same as that of FIGS. 6A-6B. 

0183 FIG. 8A is a conceptual diagram illustrating a 8x8 
macroblocks for explaining usages of all the pixels enclos 
ing divided blocks in the case of deriving an average pixel 
value and a predicted average pixel value of the divided 
blocks. FIG. 8B is a conceptual diagram illustrating a 8x8 
macroblocks for explaining usages of only pixels enclosing 
divided blocks in the case of deriving an average pixel value 
and a predicted average pixel value of the divided blocks. 
The method for deriving an average pixel value of the 
divided blocks is the same as that of FIGS. 6A-6B. 

0.184 The 8x8 block can be divided into a plurality of 
sub-blocks. 

0185. An average pixel value of a corresponding block of 
a current block of a current frame to be encoded is predicted, 
Such that the predicted average pixel value is set to me. An 
average pixel value of a corresponding block of the refer 
ence frame is predicted, such that the predicted average pixel 
value is set to m, 
0186 Each predicted average pixel value is deducted 
from all pixels of each block, and a difference value between 
the predicted pixel value using the reference block and a 
pixel value of the current block can be calculated by the 
following equation 15: 

XXI.(i,j)-m. - (I,(i+ Ax, j+ Ay) - in,) Equation 15 
i i 

0187. In Equation 15, (AX.Ay) is indicative of a disparity 
vector, and I is a pixel value. A reference block having a 
minimum block residual value is selected as an illumination 
compensated optimum block. In this case, the disparity 
vector is denoted by (AX.Ay). Indeed, a system compares the 
above-mentioned illumination-compensated case with 
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another case in which the illumination is not compensated, 
and selects a Superior one of the two cases. 

0188 As a modified example of the above-mentioned 
scheme, an average pixel value of the reference block is not 
predicted by pixel values of neighboring blocks, and is 
directly calculated by an average pixel value of all pixels 
contained in an actual block. 

0189 As another modified example of the above-men 
tioned scheme, the number of left- and upper-part pixels 
may be increased. In more detail, pixels of two or more 
neighboring layers of a current layer may be used instead of 
pixels of only one layer next to a current layer. 

0190. The decoding unit determines whether to perform 
an illumination compensation of a corresponding block 
using the ID information. If the illumination compensation 
is performed, the decoding unit calculates a decoded value 
of the difference value (e), and obtains a predicted value 
according to an above-mentioned prediction method. The 
decoded value of the difference value (e) is added to the 
predicted value, such that the value of m (=m,+e) can be 
decoded. The value of m-m is deducted from the reference 
block, which is prediction block so called predictor for the 
current block, and the deducted result is added to the 
decoded value of the residual block, such that the value of 
the current block can be finally obtained. The current block 
can be reconstructed as follow: 

B=prediction block+residual block+(n-in-Fe), 

where B is the value of the current block, reference block is 
the predictor for the current block, m-n, is a predicted 
difference of average pixel values, that is the predicted offset 
value of illumination compensation for the current block, 
and e is the difference value. The decoding unit obtains the 
difference between a offset value of illumination compen 
sation of the current block and a predicted difference, and 
can reconstruct the offset value of illumination compensa 
tion of the current block using the obtained residual block 
value and the predicted difference. 

0191 FIG. 9 is a diagram illustrating a process for 
obtaining an offset value of a current block. 

0192 The illumination compensation may be performed 
during the motion estimation. When it compares the current 
block with the reference block, a difference in illumination 
between two blocks is considered. New motion estimation 
and new motion compensation are used to compensate for 
the illumination difference. A new SAD (Sum of Absolute 
Differences) can be represented by the following equations 
16 and 17: 

((x, y) - M) - Equation 16 

((x + Ax, y + Ay) - M) 

( (x, y) - |- 
(x + Ax, y + Ay) 

(M - M) 
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-continued 
Equation 17 

M = X. X. (x + Ax, y + Ay) 

0193 With reference to Equations 16 and 17, M is 
indicative of an average pixel value of the current block, and 
M, is indicative of an average pixel value of the reference 
block. I(x,y) is indicative of a pixel value at a specific 
coordinate (x,y) of the current block, and I(X+AX.y--Ay) is 
indicative of a pixel value at a motion vector (AX.Ay) of the 
reference block. The motion estimation is performed on the 
basis of the new SAD denoted by Equation 16, such that a 
difference value between an average pixel value of the 
current block and an average pixel value of the reference 
block can be obtained. The difference value in average pixel 
value between the current block and the reference block is 
referred to as an offset value (IC offset). 
0194 If the motion estimation applying for the illumina 
tion compensation is performed, the offset value and the 
motion vector are obtained. The illumination compensation 
can be performed by the following equation 18 using the 
offset value and the motion vector: 

0.195 With reference to Equation 18, R(x,y) is indicative 
of an illumination-compensated residual value. 

0196) The offset value (IC offset=M-M) is transmitted 
to the decoding unit. The illumination compensation of the 
decoding unit can be performed by the following equation 
19: 

0197) With reference to Equation 19, R'(x,y) is indicative 
of an reconstructed and illumination-compensated residual 
value, and I'(x,y) is indicative of a pixel value of the current 
block. 

0.198. In order to reconstruct the current block, the offset 
value is transmitted to the decoding unit, and the offset value 
can be predicted by data of the neighboring blocks. In order 
to further reduce the number of bits for coding the offset 
value, a difference value (R) between the current 
block offset value (IC offset) and the neighboring-block 
offset value (IC offset pred) can be transmitted to the 
decoding unit 50, as denoted by the following equation 20: 

Equation 18 

Equation 19 

Ric nei-IC offset-IC offset pred 
0199 FIG. 10 is a flow chart illustrating a process for 
performing for an illumination compensation of a current 
block. 

Equation 20 

0200 Referring to FIG. 10, if an illumination compen 
sation flag of a current block is set to “0”, the illumination 
compensation of the current block is not performed. Other 
wise, if the illumination compensation flag of the current 
block is set to “1”, a process for reconstructing the offset 
value of the current block is performed. In the case of 
obtaining a predictor of the current block, information of the 
neighboring block can be employed. It is determined 
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whether a reference index of the current block is equal to a 
reference index of the neighboring block at step S210. A 
predictor for performing the illumination compensation of 
the current block is obtained on the basis of the determined 
result at step S211. An offset value of the current block is 
reconstructed by using the obtained predictor at step S212. 
In this case, the step S210 for determining whether the 
reference index of the current block is equal to that of the 
neighboring block and the step S211 for obtaining the 
predictor on the basis of the determined result will herein 
after be described with reference to FIG. 11. 

0201 FIG. 11 is a flow chart illustrating a method for 
obtaining a predictor by determining whether a reference 
index of a current block is equal to a reference index of a 
neighboring block. 

0202 Referring to FIG. 11, in order to perform an illu 
mination compensation, the decoding unit extracts a variety 
of information from a video signal, for example, flag infor 
mation and offset values of neighboring blocks of the current 
block, and reference indexes of reference blocks of the 
current and neighboring blocks, such that the decoding unit 
can obtain the predictor of the current block using the 
extracted information. The decoding unit obtains a residual 
value between the offset value of the current block and the 
predictor, and can reconstruct the offset value of the current 
block using the obtained residual value and the predictor. 

0203. In the case of obtaining the predictor of the current 
block, information of the neighboring block can be 
employed. For example, the offset value of the current block 
can be predicted by the offset value of the neighboring 
block. Prior to predicting the offset value of the current 
block, it can be determined whether the reference index of 
the current block is equal to that of the neighboring block, 
such that it can be determined which one of values or which 
one of neighboring blocks will be used by referring to the 
determined result. Also, it is determined whether flag infor 
mation of the neighboring block is set to “true', such that it 
can be determined whether the neighboring block will be 
used by referring to the determined result. 

0204 According to a first example, it is determined 
whether the neighboring block having the same reference 
index as that of the current block exists at step S220. If it is 
determined that only one neighboring block having the same 
reference index as that of the current block exists, an offset 
value of the neighboring block having the same reference 
index is assigned to the predictor of the current block at step 
S221. If it is determined that two neighboring blocks, each 
of which has the same reference index as that of the current 
block, exist at step S220, an average value of the offset 
values of the two neighboring blocks is assigned to the 
predictor of the current block at step S222. If it is determined 
that three neighboring blocks, each of which has the same 
reference index as that of the current block, exist at step 
S220, a median value of the offset values of the three 
neighboring blocks is assigned to the predictor of the current 
block at step S223. If it is determined that there is no 
neighboring block having the same reference index as that of 
the current block according to the determined result at step 
S220, the predictor of the current block is set to “0” at step 
S224. If required, the step S220 for determining whether the 
reference index of the current block is equal to that of the 
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neighboring block may further include another step for 
determining whether a flag of the neighboring block is set to 
“1”. 

0205 According to a second example, it is determined 
whether the neighboring block has the same reference index 
as that of the current block, and it is determined whether a 
flag of the neighboring block is set to “1”. If it is determined 
that the neighboring block has the same reference index as 
that of the current block, and has the flag of “1”, an offset 
value of the neighboring block may be set to the predictor of 
the current block. In this case, a plurality of neighboring 
blocks may be checked in the order of a left neighboring 
block ean upper neighboring block->a right-upper neigh 
boring block->a left-upper neighboring block. If required, 
the neighboring blocks may also be checked in the order of 
the upper neighboring block->the left neighboring block-> 
the right-upper neighboring block->the left-upper neighbor 
ing block. If there is no neighboring block capable of 
satisfying the two conditions, and flags of the three neigh 
boring blocks (i.e., the left neighboring block, the upper 
neighboring block, and the right-upper (or left-upper) neigh 
boring block) are set to “1”, respectively, the median value 
of the offset values of the three blocks is set to the predictor. 
Otherwise, the predictor of the current block may be set to 
“O. 

0206 FIG. 12 is a flow chart illustrating a method for 
performing for an illumination compensation on the basis of 
a prediction type of a current block. 
0207 Referring to FIG. 12, the neighboring block acting 
as a reference block may be changed according to a predic 
tion type of the current block. For example, if the current 
block has the same shape as that of the neighboring block, 
the current block is predicted by a median value of the 
neighboring blocks. Otherwise, if the shape of the current 
block is different from that of the neighboring block, another 
method will be employed. 
0208 For example, if a block located at the left side of the 
current block is divided into several sub-blocks, the upper 
most sub-block from among the sub-blocks is used for the 
prediction. Also, if a block located at an upper part of the 
current block is divided into several sub-blocks, the leftmost 
sub-block is used for the prediction. In this case, a prediction 
value may be changed according to the prediction type of the 
current block. Therefore, the example of FIG. 12 determines 
a neighboring block to be referred by the prediction type of 
the current block at step S231. It is determined whether the 
reference index of the determined neighboring block is equal 
to a reference index of the current block at step S232. The 
step S232 for determining whether the reference index of the 
neighboring block is equal to that of the current block may 
further include another step for determining whether a flag 
of the neighboring block is set to “1”. The predictor for 
performing an illumination compensation of the current 
block can be obtained on the basis of the determined result 
at step S233. The offset value of the current block is 
reconstructed by the obtained predictor, such that the illu 
mination compensation can be performed at step S234. In 
this case, the process for performing the step S233 by 
referring to the result of step S232 will hereinafter be 
described in detail, and a detailed description thereof will be 
similar to that of FIG. 11. 

0209 For example, if the prediction type of the current 
block indicates that the prediction is performed by using a 
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neighboring block located at the left side of the current 
block, it is determined whether the reference index of the 
left-side neighboring block is equal to that of the current 
block. If the reference index of the current block is equal to 
that of the left-side neighboring block, an offset value of the 
left-side neighboring block is assigned to the predictor of the 
current block. Also, if the prediction type of the current 
block indicates that the prediction is performed by referring 
to the left- and upper-neighboring blocks of the current 
block, or if the prediction is performed by referring to three 
neighboring blocks (i.e., the left neighboring block, the 
upper neighboring block, and the right-upper neighboring 
block), the individual cases will be applied similarly as a 
method of FIG. 11. 

0210 FIG. 13 is a flow chart illustrating a method for 
performing for an illumination compensation using flag 
information indicating whether the illumination compensa 
tion of a block is performed. 
0211 Referring to FIG. 13, flag information (IC flag) 
indicating whether an illumination compensation of the 
current block is performed may also be used to reconstruct 
the offset value of the current block. In addition, the pre 
dictor may also be obtained using both the method for 
checking the reference index of FIG. 11 and the method for 
predicting flag information. Firstly, it is determined whether 
a neighboring block having the same reference index as that 
of the current block exists at step S241. A predictor for 
performing an illumination compensation of the current 
block is obtained by the determined result at step S242. In 
this case, a process for determining whether the flag of the 
neighboring block is “1” may also be included in the step 
S242. The flag information of the current block is predicted 
on the basis of the determined result at step S243. An offset 
value of the current block is reconstructed by using the 
obtained predictor and the predicted flag information, Such 
that the illumination compensation can be performed at Step 
S244. In this case, the step S242 may be applied similarly as 
a method of FIG. 11, and the step S243 will hereinafter be 
described with reference to FIG. 14. 

0212 FIG. 14 is a flow chart illustrating a method for 
predicting flag information of a current block by determin 
ing whether a reference index of the current block is equal 
to a reference index of a neighboring block. 
0213 Referring to FIG. 14, it is determined whether the 
neighboring block having the same reference index as that of 
the current block exists at step S250. If it is determined that 
only one neighboring block having the same reference index 
as that of the current block exists, flag information of the 
current block is predicted by flag information of the neigh 
boring block having the same reference index at step S251. 
If it is determined that two neighboring blocks, each of 
which has the same reference index as that of the current 
block, exist at step S250, flag information of the current 
block is predicted by any one of flag information of the two 
neighboring blocks having the same reference index at Step 
S252. 

0214) If it is determined that three neighboring blocks, 
each of which has the same reference index as that of the 
current block, exist at step S250, the flag information of the 
current block is predicted by a median value of the flag 
information of the three neighboring blocks at step S253. 
Also, if there is no neighboring block having the same 
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reference index as that of the current block according to the 
determined result of step S250, the flag information of the 
current block is not predicted at step S254. 

0215 FIG. 15 is a flow chart illustrating a method for 
performing an illumination compensation when a current 
block is predictively coded by two or more reference blocks. 
0216 Referring to FIG. 15, during performing the illu 
mination compensation, if the current block is predictively 
coded by using two reference blocks, the decoding unit 
cannot directly recognize an offset value corresponding to 
each reference block, because it uses an average pixel value 
of the two reference blocks when obtaining the offset value 
of the current block. Therefore, in one example, an offset 
value corresponding to each reference block is obtained, 
resulting in the implementation of correct prediction. The 
offset value of the current block is reconstructed by using the 
predictor of the current block and the residual value at step 
S261. If the current block is predictively encoded by using 
two reference blocks, an offset value corresponding to each 
reference is obtained by the offset value at step S262, as 
denoted by the following equation 21: 

0217. In Equation 21, m, is an average pixel value of the 
current block. m, and m, are indicative of an average pixel 
values of reference blocks, respectively. W and w are 
indicative of a weighted coefficients for a bi-predictive 
coding process, respectively. 

0218. In one example of the illumination compensation 
method, the system independently obtains an accurate offset 
value corresponding to each reference block, such that it can 
more correctly perform the predictive coding process. In the 
case of reconstructing the offset value of the current block at 
step S262, the system adds the reconstructed residual value 
and the predictor value, such that it obtains an offset value. 
In this case, the predictor of a reference picture of List0 and 
the predictor of a reference picture of List1 are obtained 
repectively and combined, such that the system can obtain a 
predictor used for reconstructing the offset value of the 
current block. 

0219. According to another example, the system can also 
be applied to skip-macroblocks. In this case, the prediction 
is performed to obtain an information for the illumination 
compensation. A value predicted by the neighboring block 
block is used as flag information indicating whether the 
illumination compensation is performed. An offset value 
predicted by the neighboring block may be used as the offset 
value of the current block. For example, if flag information 
is set to “true', the offset value is added to a reference block. 
In the case of a macroblocks to which a P-skip mode is 
applied, the prediction is performed by using flags and offset 
values of the left- and upper-neighboring blocks, such that 
flag and offset values of the macroblocks can be obtained. If 
only one block has the flag of “1”, a flag and an offset value 
of the current block may be set to the flag and the offset 
value of the block, respectively. If two blocks have the flag 
of “1”, the flag of the current block is set to “1, and the 
offset value of the current block is set to an average offset 
value of the two neighboring blocks. 



US 2007/0177674 A1 

0220 According to another example, the system can also 
be applied to a direct mode, for example, temporal direct 
mode, B-skip mode, etc. In this case, the prediction is 
performed to obtain information of the illumination-com 
pensation. Each predictor can be obtained by using the 
variable method for predicting the flag and the offset. This 
predictor may be set to an actual flag and an actual offset 
value of the current block. If each block has a pair of flags 
and offset information, a prediction value for each block can 
be obtained. In this case, if there are two reference blocks 
and the reference indexes of the two reference blocks are 
checked, it is determined whether the reference index of the 
current block is equal to that of the neighboring block. Also, 
if each reference block includes a unique offset value, first 
predicted flag information, a first predicted offset value, 
second predicted flag information, and a second predicted 
offset value can be obtained. In this case, a value predicted 
by the neighboring block may be used as the flag informa 
tion. The offset values of the two reference blocks may be 
used as the first predicted offset value and the second 
predicted offset value, respectively. In this case, the offset 
value of the current block may be set to an average offset 
value of individual reference blocks. 

0221) In the direct mode or the skip macroblocks mode, 
the system may encode/decode the flag information indicat 
ing whether the direct mode or the skip-macroblocks mode 
is applied to the current block. In more detail, an offset value 
is added or not according to the flag value. A residual value 
between the offset value and the predicted offset value may 
also be encoded/decoded. In this case, desired data can be 
more correctly reconstructed, and an optimum mode may be 
selected in consideration of a RD (Rate-Distortion)—rela 
tionship. If a reference picture cannot be used for the 
prediction process, i.e., if a reference picture number is less 
than “1”, the flag information or predicted flag information 
may be set to “false', and the offset value or the predicted 
offset value may also be set to “0”. 
0222. According to another example, the system can also 
be applied to the entropy-coding process. In association with 
the flag information, three context models may be used 
according to flag values of the neighboring blocks (e.g., 
blocks located at the left- and upper-parts of the current 
block). 
0223) If it is determined that the flag value is set to “true'. 
the value of “1” occurs. If it is determined that the flag value 
is set to “false', the value of “0” occurs. If the two values “1” 
and “0” of the two cases are added, three cases can be 
obtained. The flag information is encoded/decoded by using 
the three context models. A transform-coefficient level cod 
ing method can be used for the predictive residual value of 
the offset values. In other words, data binarization is per 
formed by UEGO, a single context model can be applied to 
a first bin value, and another context mode is applied to the 
remaining bin values of a unary prefix part A sign bit is 
encoded/decoded by a bypass mode. According to another 
example of the flag information, two contexts may be 
considered according to a predicted flag values, such that the 
encoding/decoding process can be performed. 
0224 FIG. 16 is a flow chart illustrating a method for 
performing illumination compensation using not only flag 
information indicating whether illumination compensation 
of a current block is performed, but also an offset value of 
the current block. 
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0225 Referring to FIG. 16, in order to perform illumi 
nation compensation, the decoding unit extracts a variety of 
information from a video signal, for example, flag informa 
tion and offset values of the current and neighboring blocks 
of the current block, and index information of reference 
blocks of the current and neighboring blocks, such that the 
decoding unit can obtain the predictor of the current block 
using the above-mentioned extracted information. The 
decoding unit 50 obtains a residual value between the offset 
value of the current block and the predictor, and can recon 
struct the offset value of the current block using the obtained 
residual value and the predictor. In the case of reconstructing 
the offset value of the current block, flag information 
(IC flag) indicating whether the illumination compensation 
of the current block is performed may be used. 
0226. The decoding unit obtains flag information indi 
cating whether the illumination compensation of the current 
block is performed at step S271. If the illumination com 
pensation is performed according to the above-mentioned 
flag information (IC flag), the offset value of the current 
block indicating a difference in average pixel value between 
the current block and the reference block can be recon 
structed at step S272. In this way, the above-mentioned 
illumination compensation technology encodes a difference 
value in average pixel value between blocks of different 
pictures. If a corresponding block is contained in the Pslice 
when the flag indicating whether the illumination compen 
sation is applied to each block, single flag information and 
a single offset value are encoded/decoded. However, if the 
corresponding block is contained in the B slice, a variety of 
methods can be made available, and a detailed description 
thereof will hereinafter be described with reference to FIGS. 
17A-17B. 

0227 FIGS. 17A-17B are diagrams illustrating a method 
for performing illumination compensation using flag infor 
mation and an offset value in association with blocks of P 
and B slices. 

0228) Referring to FIG. 17A, “C” is indicative of a 
current block, “N” is indicative of a neighboring block of the 
current block (C), “R” is indicative of a reference block of 
the current block (C), “S” is indicative of a reference block 
of the neighboring block (N) of the current block (C), and 
“m is indicative of an average pixel value of the current 
block (C), “m,” is indicative of an average pixel value of the 
reference block of the current block (C) If the offset value of 
the current block (C) is denoted by “IC offset', the “IC off 
set' information can be denoted by “IC offset=m-m”. 
0229. In this way, if the offset value of the neighboring 
block (S) is denoted by “IC offset pred', the encoding unit 
can transmit the residual value (Ric ) between the offset 
value (IC offset) of the current block and the offset value 
(IC offset pred) of the neighboring block to a decoding 
unit, such that it can reconstruct the offset value “IC offset 
of the current block (C). In this case, the “R” 
information can also be represented by the above-mentioned 
Equation 20. 
0230. In the case of generating the predictor of the 
current block on the basis of flag information or offset value 
of the neighboring block, a variety of methods can be made 
available. For example, information of only one neighboring 
block may be employed, or information of two or more 
neighboring blocks may also be employed. In the case of 
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employing the information of two or more neighboring 
blocks, an average value or a median value may be 
employed. In this way, if the current block is predictively 
encoded by a single reference block, the illumination com 
pensation can be performed using a single offset value and 
single flag information. 
0231. However, if the corresponding block is contained 
in the B slice, i.e., if the current block is predictively 
encoded by two or more reference blocks, a variety of 
methods can be made available. 

0232 For example, as shown in FIG. 17B, it is assumed 
that “C” is indicative of a current block, "N” is indicative of 
a neighboring block of the current block (C), “R0” is 
indicative of a reference block located at a reference picture 
(1) of List 0 referred by the current block, “S0 is indicative 
of a reference block located at the reference picture (1) of 
List 0 referred by the neighboring block, “R1 is indicative 
of a reference block located at a reference picture (3) of List 
1 referred by the current block, and “S1 is indicative of a 
reference block located at the reference picture (3) of List 1 
referred by the neighboring block. In this case, the flag 
information and the offset value of the current block are 
associated with each reference block, such that each refer 
ence block includes two values. Therefore, at least one of the 
flag information and the offset value can be employed 
respectively. 
0233 According to a first example, a predictor of the 
current block can be obtained by combining information of 
two reference blocks via the motion compensation. In this 
case, single flag information indicates whether the illumi 
nation compensation of the current block is performed. If the 
flag information is determined to be “true', a single offset 
value is obtained from the current block and the predictor, 
Such that the encoding/decoding processes can be per 
formed. 

0234. According to a second example, in the motion 
compensation process, it is determined whether the illumi 
nation compensation will be applied to each of two reference 
blocks. Flag information is assigned to each of the two 
reference blocks, and a single offset value obtained by using 
the above-mentioned flag information may be encoded or 
decoded. In this case, it should be noted that two flag 
information may be used on the basis of the reference block, 
and a single offset value may be used on the basis of the 
current block. 

0235 According to a third example, single flag informa 
tion may indicate whether the illumination compensation 
will be applied to a corresponding block on the basis of the 
current block. Individual offset values can be encoded/ 
decoded for two reference blocks. If the illumination com 
pensation is not applied to any one of the reference blocks 
during the encoding process, a corresponding offset value is 
set to “0”. In this case, single flag information may be used 
on the basis of the current block, and two offset values may 
be used on the basis of the reference block. 

0236 According to a fourth example, the flag informa 
tion and the offset value can be encoded/decoded for indi 
vidual reference blocks. In this case, two flags and two offset 
values can be used on the bass of the reference block. 

0237 According to the above-mentioned first to fourth 
examples, the offset value is not encoded without any 
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change, and is predicted by an offset value of the neighbor 
ing block, Such that its residual value is encoded. 
0238 FIG. 18 is a flow chart illustrating a method for 
performing an illumination compensation when a current 
block is predictively encoded by two or more reference 
blocks. 

0239 Referring to FIG. 18, in order to perform the 
illumination compensation on the condition that the current 
block is contained in the B slice, flag information and offset 
values of the neighboring blocks of the current block are 
extracted from the video signal, and index information of 
corresponding reference blocks of the current and neighbor 
ing blocks are extracted, such that the predictor of the 
current block can be obtained by using the extracted infor 
mation. The decoding unit obtains a residual value between 
the offset value of the current block and the predictor, and 
can reconstruct the offset value of the current block using the 
obtained residual value and the predictor. In the case of 
reconstructing the offset value of the current block, flag 
information (IC flag) indicating whether the illumination 
compensation of the current block is performed may be used 
as necessary. 

0240 The decoding unit obtains flag information indi 
cating whether the illumination compensation of the current 
block is performed at step S291. If the illumination com 
pensation is performed according to the above-mentioned 
flag information (IC flag), the offset value of the current 
block indicating a difference in average pixel value between 
the current block and the reference block can be recon 
structed at step S292. 
0241 However, if the current block is predictively 
encoded by two reference blocks, a decoder cannot directly 
recognize an offset value corresponding to each reference 
block, because it uses an average pixel value of two refer 
ence blocks when obtaining the offset value of the current 
block. Therefore, according to a first example, an offset 
value corresponding to each reference is obtained, resulting 
in the implementation of correct prediction. Therefore, if the 
current block is predictively encoded by two reference 
blocks, an offset value corresponding to each reference can 
be obtained by using the above-mentioned offset value at 
step S293, as denoted by the following equation 22: 

0242. In Equation 22., m is an average pixel value of the 
current block. m, and me are indicative of average pixel 
values of reference blocks, respectively. w and w are 
indicative of weighted coefficients for a bi-predictive coding 
process, respectively. 
0243 In the case of performing the illumination compen 
sation using the above-mentioned method, the system inde 
pendently obtains an accurate offset value corresponding to 
each reference block, such that it can more correctly perform 
the predictive coding process. In the case of reconstructing 
the offset value of the current block, the system adds the 
reconstructed residual value and the predictor value. Such 
that it obtains the offset value. In this case, the predictor of 
List 0 and the predictor of List 1 are obtained and combined, 
Such that the system can obtain a predictor value used for 
reconstructing the offset value of the current block. 
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0244 FIG. 19 is a flow chart illustrating a method for 
performing an illumination compensation using flag infor 
mation indicating whether the illumination compensation of 
a current block is performed. 
0245. The illumination compensation technology is 
adapted to compensate for an illumination difference or a 
difference in color. If the scope of the illumination compen 
sation technology is extended, the extended illumination 
compensation technology may also be applied between 
obtained sequences captured by the same camera. The 
illumination compensation technology can prevent the dif 
ference in illumination or color from greatly affecting the 
motion estimation. However, indeed, the encoding process 
employs flag information indicating whether the illumina 
tion compensation is performed. The application scope of 
the illumination compensation may be extended to a 
sequence, a view, a GOP (Group Of Pictures), a picture, a 
slice, a macroblocks, and a Sub-block, etc. 

0246. If the illumination compensation technology is 
applied to a small-sized area, a local area may also be 
controlled, however, it should be noted that a large number 
of bits used for the flag information are consumed. The 
illumination compensation technology may not be required. 
Therefore, a flag bit indicating whether the illumination 
compensation is assigned to individual areas, such that the 
system can effectively use the illumination compensation 
technology. The system obtains flag information capable of 
allowing a specific level of the video signal to be illumina 
tion-compensated at step S201. 
0247 For example, the following flag information may 
be assigned to individual areas. 'seq. IC flag information 
is assigned to a sequence level, “view IC flag information 
is assigned to a view level, “GOP IC flag information is 
assigned to a GOP level, “pic IC flag information is 
assigned to a picture level, 'slice IC flag information is 
assigned to a slice level, “mb IC flag information is 
assigned to a macroblocks level, and “blk IC flag infor 
mation is assigned to a block level. A detailed description of 
the above-mentioned flag information will be described with 
reference to FIGS. 20A-20C. A specific level of the video 
signal in which the illumination compensation is performed 
by the flag information can be decoded at step S302. 
0248 FIGS. 20A-20C are conceptual diagrams illustrat 
ing the scope of flag information indicating whether illumi 
nation compensation of a current block is performed. 

0249 Referring to FIGS. 20A-20C, the flag information 
indicating whether the illumination compensation is per 
formed can hierarchically be classified. For example, as can 
be seen from FIGS. 20A-20C, “seq. IC flag information 
311 is assigned to a sequence level, “view IC flag” infor 
mation 312 is assigned to a view level, “GOP IC flag” 
information 313 is assigned to a GOP level, “pic IC flag” 
information 314 is assigned to a picture level, "slice IC 
flag information 315 is assigned to a slice level, “mb IC 
flag information 316 is assigned to a macroblocks level. 

and “blk IC flag information 317 is assigned to a block 
level. 

0250). In this case, each flag is composed of 1 bit. The 
number of the above-mentioned flags may be set to at least 
one. The above-mentioned sequence/view/picture? slice 
level flags may be located at a corresponding parameter set 
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or header, or may also be located another parameter set. For 
example, the “seq. IC flag information 311 may be located 
at a sequence parameterset, the “view IC flag information 
312 may be located at the view parameter set, the “pic IC 
flag information 314 may be located at the picture param 

eter set, and the "slice IC flag information 315 may be 
located at the slice header. 

0251) If two or more flags exist, specific information 
indicating whether the illumination compensation of an 
upper level is performed may control whether the illumina 
tion compensation of a lower level is performed. In other 
words, if each flag bit value is set to “1, the illumination 
compensation technology may be applied to a lower level. 

0252 For example, if the “pic IC flag information is 
set to “1, the "slice IC flag information of each slice 
contained in a corresponding picture may be set to “1” or 
“0”, the “mb IC flag information of each macroblocks 
may be set to “1” or “0”, or the “blk IC flag” information 
of each block may be set to “1” or “0”. If the “seq. IC flag” 
information is set to “1” on the condition that a view 
parameter set exists, the “view IC flag value of each view 
may be set to “1” or “0”. Otherwise, if the “view IC flag” 
information is set to “1”, a flag bit value of GOP. picture, 
slice, macroblocks, or block of a corresponding view may be 
set to “1” or “0”, as shown in FIG. 20A. Needless to say, the 
above-mentioned flag bit value of GOP. picture, slice, mac 
roblocks, or block of the corresponding view may not be set 
to “1” or “0” as necessary. If the above-mentioned flag bit 
value of GOP picture, slice, macroblocks, or block of the 
corresponding view may not be set to “1” or “0”, this 
indicates that the GOP flag, the picture flag, the slice flag, the 
macroblocks flag, or the block flag is not controlled by the 
view flag information, as shown in FIG. 20B. 

0253) If the flag bit value of an upper scope is set to “0”. 
the flag bit values of a lower scope are automatically set to 
“0”. For example, if the “seq. IC flag information is set to 
“0”, this indicates that the illumination compensation tech 
nology is not applied to a corresponding sequence. There 
fore, the “view IC flag information is set to “0”, the 
“GOP IC flag information is set to “0”, the “pic IC flag” 
information is set to “0”, the "slice IC flag information is 
set to “0”, the “mb IC flag information is set to “0”, and 
the “blk IC flag information is set to “0”. If required, only 
one mb IC flag information or only one “blk IC flag” 
information may be employed according to a specific imple 
mentation methods of the illumination compensation tech 
nology. If required, the “view IC flag information may be 
employed when the view parameter set is newly applied to 
the multiview video coding. The offset value of the current 
block may be additionally encoded/decoded according to a 
flag bit value of the macroblocks or sub-block acting as the 
lowest-level unit. 

0254 As can be seen from FIG. 20O, the flag indicating 
the IC technique application may also be applied to both the 
slice level and macroblocks level. For example, if the 
"slice IC flag information is set to “0”, this indicates that 
the IC technique is not applied to a corresponding slice. If 
the "slice IC flag information is set to “1, this indicates 
that the IC technique is applied to a corresponding slice. In 
this case, if the “mb IC flag information is set to “1”, 
“IC offset information of a corresponding macroblocks is 
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reconstructed. If the “mb IC flag information is set to “0”. 
this indicates that the IC technique is not applied to a 
corresponding macroblocks. 

0255 According to another example, if the flag informa 
tion of an upper level higher than the macroblocks level is 
determined to be “true', the system can obtain an offset 
value of a current block indicating a difference in average 
pixel value between the current block and the reference 
block. In this case, the flag information of the macroblocks 
level or the flag information of the block level may not be 
employed as necessary. The illumination compensation 
technique can indicate whether the illumination compensa 
tion of each block is performed using the flag information. 
The illumination compensation technique may also indicate 
whether the illumination compensation of each block is 
performed using a specific value Such as a motion vector. 
The above-mentioned example can also be applied to a 
variety of applications of the illumination compensation 
technique. In association with the upper scope (i.e., 
sequence, view, GOP, and picture), the above-mentioned 
example can indicate whether the illumination compensa 
tion of a lower scope is performed using the flag informa 
tion. The macroblocks or block level acting as the lowest 
scope can effectively indicate whether the illumination com 
pensation is performed using the offset value without using 
the flag bit. Similar to the method for use of the motion 
vector, the predictive coding process can be performed. For 
example, if the predictive coding process is applied to the 
current block, the offset value of the neighboring block is 
assigned to an offset value of the current block. If the 
predictive coding scheme is determined to be the bi-predic 
tive coding scheme, offset values of individual reference 
blocks are obtained by the calculation of the reference 
blocks detected from List 0 and List 1. Therefore, in the case 
of encoding the offset values of the current block, the offset 
value of each reference is not directly encoded by the offset 
values of the neighboring blocks, and a residual value is 
encoded/decoded. The method for predicting the offset value 
may be determined to be the above-mentioned offset pre 
diction method or a method for obtaining a median value 
used for predicting the motion vector. In the case of a direct 
mode of a bi-directional prediction, Supplementary informa 
tion is not encoded/decoded using the same method as in the 
motion vector, and the offset values can be obtained by 
predetermined information. 

0256 According to another example, a decoding unit 
(e.g., H.264-based decoding unit) is used instead of the 
MVC decoding unit. A view sequence compatible with a 
conventional decoding unit should be decoded by the con 
ventional decoding unit, such that the “view IC flag infor 
mation is set to “false' or “0”. In this case, there is a need 
to explain the base-view concept. It should be noted that a 
single view sequence compatible with the H.264/AVC 
decoder may be required. Therefore, at least one view, which 
can be independently decoded, is defined and referred to as 
a base view. The base view is indicative of a reference view 
from among several views (i.e., the multiview). A sequence 
corresponding to the base view in the MVC scheme is 
encoded by general video encoding schemes (e.g., MPEG-2, 
MPEG-4, H.263, and H.264, etc.), such that it is generated 
in the form of an independent bitstream. The above-men 
tioned base-view sequence can be compatible with the 
H.264/AVC scheme, or cannot be compatible with the same. 
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However, the view sequence compatible with the H.264/ 
AVC scheme is always set to the base view. 

0257 FIG. 21 is a flow chart illustrating a method for 
obtaining a motion vector considering an offset value of a 
current block. 

0258 Referring to FIG. 21, the system can obtain an 
offset value of the current block at step S321. The system 
searches for a reference block optimally matched with the 
current block using the offset value at step S322. The system 
obtains the motion vector from the reference block, and 
encodes the motion vector at step S323. For the illumination 
compensation, a variety of factors are considered during the 
motion estimation. For example, in the case of a method for 
comparing a first block with a second block by offsetting 
average pixel values of the first and second blocks, average 
pixel values of the two blocks are deducted from pixel 
values of each block during the motion estimation, such that 
the similarity between the two blocks can be calculated. In 
this case, the offset value between the two blocks is inde 
pendently encoded, such that the costs for the independent 
encoding are reflected in the motion estimation process. The 
conventional costs can be calculated by the following equa 
tion 23: 

COST=SAD + MoTIon GenBit 

0259. In the case of using the illumination compensation, 
the SAD (Sum of Absolute Differences) can be represented 
by the following equation 24: 

Equation 23 

SAD =XII.(m,n)-M.-)-(1, (m,n)-M.) Equation 24 

0260. In equation 24, I is indicative of a pixel value of 
the current block, and I is indicative of a pixel value of the 
reference block. M is indicative of an average pixel value 
of the current block, and M, is indicative of an average pixel 
value of the reference block. The offset costs can be included 
in the above-mentioned SAD calculation process, as denoted 
by the following equations 25 and 26: 

COSTIC=SADrc-- MoTION"GenBit Equation 25 

n)-M.) Equation 26 

0261) With reference to Equations 25 and 26, C. is indica 
tive of a weighted coefficient. If the value of C. is set to “1”, 
the absolute value of the offset value is reflected. For another 
method for reflecting the illumination compensation cost, 
there is a method for reflecting the illumination compensa 
tion cost by predicting the number of bits required for 
encoding the offset value. The following equation 27 rep 
resents a method for predicting the offset coding bit. In this 
case, the coding bit can be predicted in proportion to the 
magnitude of an offset residual value. 

GenBitc=GenBit--Bitc. 

0262. In this case, a new cost can be calculated by the 
following equation 28: 

Equation 27 

Cost=SAD+ MoTION'GenBitic Equation 28 
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What is claimed is: 
1. A method for decoding a multiview video signal, 

comprising: 

receiving a bitstream comprising encodings of multiple 
views of the multiview video signal, each view com 
prising multiple pictures segmented into multiple seg 
ments; 

obtaining an offset value for illumination compensation of 
a first segment with respect to a reference picture, 
wherein the offset value is predicted using an offset 
value for illumination compensation of at least one 
neighboring segment determined based on characteris 
tics associated with the neighboring segment; and 

decoding the bitstream using illumination compensation 
for the first segment including forming a Sum that 
includes a predictor for pixels of the first segment 
obtained from the reference picture, a residual for 
pixels of the first segment, and a corresponding offset 
value for illumination compensation. 

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein the first 
segment and the at least one neighboring segment comprise 
image blocks. 

3. The method according to claim 2, wherein an offset 
value for illumination compensation of a neighboring block 
is obtained by forming a sum that includes a predictor for 
illumination compensation of the neighboring block and a 
residual value. 

4. The method according to claim 2, further comprising 
selecting at least one neighboring block based on whether 
one or more conditions are satisfied for a neighboring block 
in an order in which one or more vertical or horizontal 
neighbors are followed by one or more diagonal neighbors. 

5. The method according to claim 4, wherein selecting at 
least one neighboring block comprises determining whether 
one or more conditions are satisfied for a neighboring block 
in the order of: a left neighboring block, followed by an 
upper neighboring block, followed by a right-upper neigh 
boring block, followed by a left-upper neighboring block. 

6. The method according to claim 4, wherein determining 
whether one or more conditions are satisfied for a neigh 
boring block comprises extracting a value associated with 
the neighboring block from the bitstream indicating whether 
illumination compensation of the neighboring block is to be 
performed. 

7. The method according to claim 6, wherein the extracted 
value comprises flag information for a macroblocks that 
contains the block or flag information for the block. 

8. The method according to claim 4, wherein selecting at 
least one neighboring block comprises determining whether 
to use an offset value for illumination compensation of a 
single neighboring block or multiple offset values for illu 
mination compensation of respective neighboring blocks. 

9. The method according to claim 8, further comprising, 
when multiple offset values are to be used, obtaining the 
predictor for performing illumination compensation of the 
first block by combining the multiple offset values. 

10. The method according to claim 9, wherein combining 
the multiple offset values comprises taking an average or 
median of the offset values. 

11. A method for decoding a multiview video signal, 
comprising: 
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receiving a bitstream comprising encodings of multiple 
views of the multiview video signal, each view com 
prising multiple pictures segmented into multiple seg 
ments; 

obtaining a predictor for illumination compensation of a 
first segment with respect to a reference picture; 

determining an offset value for illumination compensation 
of the first segment including forming a Sum that 
includes the predictor and a residual value; and 

decoding the bitstream using illumination compensation 
for the first segment including forming a sum that 
includes a predictor for pixels of the first segment 
obtained from the reference picture, a residual for 
pixels of the first segment, and a corresponding offset 
value for illumination compensation. 

12. The method according to claim 11, wherein the 
segments comprise image blocks. 

13. The method according to claim 12, wherein using 
illumination compensation for the first segment comprises 
obtaining an offset value for illumination compensation of a 
neighboring block by forming a Sum that includes a predic 
tor for illumination compensation of the neighboring block 
and a residual value. 

14. The method according to claim 13, further comprising 
selecting at least one neighboring block based on whether 
one or more conditions are satisfied for a neighboring block 
in an order in which one or more vertical or horizontal 
neighbors are followed by one or more diagonal neighbors. 

15. The method according to claim 14, wherein selecting 
at least one neighboring block comprises determining 
whether one or more conditions are satisfied for a neigh 
boring block in the order of: a left neighboring block, 
followed by an upper neighboring block, followed by a 
right-upper neighboring block, followed by a left-upper 
neighboring block. 

16. The method according to claim 14, wherein determin 
ing whether one or more conditions are satisfied for a 
neighboring block comprises extracting a value associated 
with the neighboring block from the bitstream indicating 
whether illumination compensation of the neighboring block 
is to be performed. 

17. The method according to claim 16, wherein the 
extracted value comprises flag information for a macrob 
locks that contains the block or flag information for the 
block. 

18. The method according to claim 14, wherein selecting 
at least one neighboring block comprises determining 
whether to use an offset value for illumination compensation 
of a single neighboring block or multiple offset values for 
illumination compensation of respective neighboring 
blocks. 

19. The method according to claim 18, further compris 
ing, when multiple offset values are to be used, obtaining the 
predictor for performing illumination compensation of the 
first block by combining the multiple offset values. 

20. The method according to claim 19, wherein combin 
ing the multiple offset values comprises taking an average or 
median of the offset values. 


