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(57) ABSTRACT

A method of guiding an angiographic wire while delivering
fluid solvent to the wire. The method incorporates a guide
device comprising a housing that is mated to a base in a
manner that defines an aperture for slidably receiving the
angiographic wire. A plunger is disposed within the housing
in a vertically adjustable manner such that the plunger has an
open position, a closed position, and one or more interme-
diate positions relative to the housing. The angiographic
wire is placed in the aperture, and the housing is mated to the
base such that the wire is slidably retained in the aperture.
The plunger is depressed such that a compression pad on the
plunger is placed in contact with the wire, the wire being
slidably retained between the compression pad and a base
pad attached to the base.

20 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets
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1
METHOD FOR CLEANING AND
LUBRICATING AN ANGIOGRAPHIC WIRE
WITH FLUID SOLVENT DELIVERY

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

Pursuant to 35 U.S.C. § 120, this application is a divi-
sional of U.S. patent application Ser. No. 16/016,202 filed on
Jun. 22, 2018, the entire contents of which are incorporated
herein by this reference.

BACKGROUND
1. Field of Invention

The present invention relates generally to the field of
angiographic wire management, and more particularly, to an
angiographic wire guide device capable of delivering fluid
solvent to the surface of the wire.

2. Description of Related Art

Angiographic procedures involve inserting a tube, wire,
or catheter into the human body. Prior to insertion, these
long, flexible members must be sterilized to avoid infection
in the patient, and they must be lubricated to promote ease
of insertion into and removal from the patient’s body. Each
time a wire is removed from a patient, the wire must be
cleaned of bodily fluids and coiled or stored in a manner that
enables sterile handling.

Since these tubes, wires, or catheters are long and flexible,
they are difficult to handle and maneuver, and they can easily
become contaminated through careless handling or inadver-
tent contact with unsanitary objects. In many instances, the
user must use one or both hands to attend to the patient,
meaning that the wire or tubes are frequently left unattended
at least for some time during the angiographic procedure.
This increases the risk of entanglement or contamination of
the wire.

The present guide device seeks to overcome these prob-
lems by providing a guide device capable of delivering fluid
solvent to an angiographic wire or catheter while being easy
to operate and manipulate.

SUMMARY OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

The angiographic wire guide device comprises a housing
and a base that mate together to define one or more apertures
to receive the angiographic wires, and a plunger disposed
inside the housing.

The base comprises a cradle for receiving a base pad. In
one embodiment of the base, the cradle has four sidewalls,
and two of the opposing sidewalls comprise a recess. The
base pad is a padded member having absorbent properties
capable of retaining fluid solvents.

The housing and the base are releasably connected to each
other by a connection mechanism configured for releasably
securing the housing in a closed position with respect to the
base. In this closed position, the arched portion in the
housing and the recess in the sidewalls in the base mate
together to define the aperture extending through the guide
device.

The plunger is disposed inside the housing in a vertically
adjustable manner. In one embodiment, the plunger has a
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piston attached to a compression pad, which has the same
absorbent properties as that of the base pad.

The guide device further comprises a locking mechanism
configured to releasably retain the plunger in fixed relation
to the housing. The plunger can thus be disposed in an open
position, a closed position, or one or more intermediate
positions with respect to the housing.

In one embodiment, the guide device further comprises
one or more ports for receiving fluid solvents for cleaning
and lubricating the angiographic wires. For example, in one
embodiment, a port disposed in the base is placed in fluid
communication with the base pad via a channel. The fluid
received via the port flows through the channel to the cradle,
where the fluid impregnates the base pads. The fluid in the
base pad is then emitted from the base pad as the angio-
graphic wire exerts pressure on the base pad, thereby coating
the angiographic wire in the fluid solvent and cleaning and
lubricating the angiographic wires.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of one embodiment of the
angiographic wire guide device with the connection mecha-
nism disengaged and the housing rotatably removed from
the base.

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of one embodiment of the
angiographic wire guide device with the connection mecha-
nism disengaged and the housing rotatably removed from
the base.

FIG. 3 is front view of one embodiment of the angio-
graphic wire guide device with the connection mechanism
fully engaged and the plunger disposed in the open position.

FIG. 4 is a front view of one embodiment of a plunger in
the guide device.

FIG. 5 is a perspective view of one embodiment of the
guide device with the plunger disposed in an open position.

FIG. 6 is a perspective view of one embodiment of the
guide device with the plunger disposed in an intermediate
position.

FIG. 7 is a perspective view of one embodiment of the
guide device with the plunger disposed in a closed position.

FIG. 8 is a cross section of one embodiment of the base,
showing the fluid communication between the port and the
cradle of the base.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

With reference to the drawings, the guide device will now
be described with regard for the best mode and the preferred
embodiments. In general, the device disclosed herein is a
guide device for slidably retaining angiographic wires dur-
ing an angiographic procedure. The embodiments disclosed
herein are meant for illustration and not limitation of the
inventive scope. An ordinary practitioner will appreciate that
it is possible to create many variations of the following
embodiments without undue experimentation, and that the
present guide device is suitable for use with other wires and
tubes intended for insertion into the human body. Examples
include catheters and sheaths. For the purposes of illustra-
tion, the following discussion is presented in terms of an
angiographic wire.

Referring to FIGS. 1-3, in one embodiment, the angio-
graphic wire guide device 1 comprises a housing 10 and a
base 11 that mate together to define one or more apertures 24
to receive the angiographic wires 5, and a plunger 25
disposed inside the housing 10. The housing 10 has an
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elongated hollow portion that is generally rectangular in
cross section. Other cross-sectional shapes, such as circular,
triangular, square, or the like, can be used without undue
experimentation. The housing 10 further comprises an
arched portion 14. In one embodiment, the inside surface 15
of the housing 10 further comprises one or more guide
members, such as a ridge, knob, detent, or other protrusion.

The base 11 comprises a cradle 17 for receiving a base pad
18. In one embodiment of the base 11, the cradle 17 has four
sidewalls 19, and two of the opposing sidewalls 19 comprise
a recess 20 with a circular shape, an arced shape, or some
other suitable shape. The base pad 18 is a padded member
having absorbent properties capable of retaining fluid sol-
vents, and then emitting such fluid solvents when the base
pad 18 is placed under pressure. The material of the base pad
18 may be any suitable absorbent material, such as sponge
or sponge-like material, absorbent foam, woven or non-
woven fabric, paper based material, absorbent synthetic
material, or the like.

With continued reference to FIGS. 1-3, the housing 10
and the base 11 are releasably connected to each other by a
connection mechanism 21. Suitable connection mechanisms
21 include a variety of latches, clasps, hooks, quick-con-
nects, and similar mechanisms. For example, one embodi-
ment of the connection mechanism 21 comprises a hinge 22
disposed as a connection between the housing 10 and the
base 11, and a clasp mechanism 23 located on the opposite
side of the housing 10 and base 11 for releasably securing
the housing 10 in a closed position with respect to the base
11. In this closed position (shown in FIG. 3), the arched
portion 14 in the housing 10 and the recess 20 in the
sidewalls 19 in the base 11 mate together to define an
aperture 24 extending through the guide device 1. The
aperture 24 is sized to receive angiographic wires 5 of a
variety of sizes and shapes.

The plunger 25 is snugly disposed inside the housing 10
in a vertically adjustable manner. In one embodiment, shown
in FIG. 4, the plunger 25 comprises a shaft 26 and a piston
27. The shaft 26 may comprise a groove 28 for slidably
receiving the guide member. The shaft 26 is disposed in the
housing 10 such that the guide member protrudes into the
groove 28, thereby guiding the vertical adjustability of the
plunger 25 in relation to the housing 10. It is preferable, but
not required, that the groove 28 comprises a stop 29 dis-
posed to prevent the plunger 25 from travelling too far in
relation to the housing 10. For example, the stop 29 could be
positioned at the bottom of the groove 28 to prevent the
plunger 25 from exiting the top portion of the housing 10.

Referring again to FIG. 1, in one embodiment of the
plunger 25, the piston 27 further comprises a compression
pad 30, the compression pad 30 being a padded member
having absorbent properties similar to that of the base pad
18. It is preferable, but not required, that the compression
pad 30 is made of the same material as that of the base pad
18.

Referring to FIGS. 1-3, the guide device 1 further com-
prises a locking mechanism 31 configured to releasably
retain the plunger 25 in fixed relation to the housing 10. In
one embodiment, the locking mechanism 31 comprises a
locking arm 32 operably attached to the plunger 25, a
locking tab 33 attached to the locking arm 32, and one or
more slots 34 disposed in a sidewall 35 of the housing 10.
The operable connection between the locking arm 32 and the
plunger 25 could be either a direct connection or an indirect
connection, such as by a spacer or other suitable linking
member. In this embodiment, the locking mechanism 31 is
activated when the plunger 25 is vertically adjusted with
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respect to the housing 10 such that the locking tab 33
becomes aligned with a slot 34. The locking tab 33 then
protrudes into the slot 34, thereby retaining the plunger 25
in fixed relation to the housing 10. The locking mechanism
31 is released by forcing the locking arm 32 toward the shaft
26 of the plunger 25, thereby causing the locking tab 33 to
be retracted from the slot 34. Once the locking tab 33
becomes free and clear from the slot 34, the plunger 25 is
once again free to be vertically adjusted in relation to the
housing 10.

Referring to FIGS. 5-7, it is preferable, but not required,
that the housing 10 comprise a plurality of slots 34 such that
the plunger 25 can be locked in a variety of positions with
respect to the housing 10. For example, in an embodiment
where the housing 10 comprises two slots 34 in a sidewall
35, the plunger 25 has an open position, one or more
intermediate positions, and a closed position. The open
position occurs when the locking tab 33 is located above the
top slot 34 so that the locking mechanism 31 is not engaged.
The intermediate position occurs when the plunger 25 is
lowered such that the locking tab 33 enters the top slot 34,
thus resulting in the plunger 25 being releasably locked in
the intermediate position. The closed position occurs when
the plunger 25 is disposed such that the locking tab 33 is
within the bottom slot 34. It is preferable, but not required,
that in the closed position the compression pad 30 is placed
in contact with the base pad 18.

In a variation of the foregoing embodiment of the locking
mechanism 31, the locking tab 31 could be placed on the
inside surface 15 of the housing 10, and the one or more slots
34 could be disposed on the locking arm 32. This orientation
of the locking tab 33 and the slot 34 is equivalent to the
embodiment of the locking mechanism 31 described above.
Notably, the locking mechanism 31 can have many slots 34
for receiving a locking tab 33, which enables the plunger 25
to be releasably locked in many different positions. This is
advantageous when the guide device 1 is intended to be used
with a wide variety of wire or tube-like members, such as
catheters, wires, hoses, conduits, or the like.

In any of the foregoing embodiments of the locking tabs
33, the locking tabs 33 can be beveled to promote the ease
of one-way movement (see FIG. 4). In this configuration, it
is preferred, but not required, that the bevel is oriented such
that the plunger 25 can be depressed toward the base 11 with
ease, and automatically seat into the slot 34. This enables
one-handed manipulation of the guide device 1 by the user,
thereby freeing the other hand of the user to attend to the
patient undergoing the angiographic procedure.

In one embodiment of the guide device 1, the guide device
1 further comprises one or more ports 36 for receiving fluid
solvents for cleaning and lubricating the angiographic wires
5. The one or more ports 36 could be disposed on the
housing 10, the base 11, or both. Each port 36 receives the
fluid solvents by any known method, such as from a feed
tube or syringe. The housing 10 or the base 11, as the case
may be, comprises a channel 37 (see FIG. 8) disposed in
fluid communication with the compression pad 30 or the
base pad 18. For example, referring to FIG. 8, a port 36
disposed in the base 11 is placed in fluid communication
with the base pad 18 via channel 37. The fluid received via
the port 36 flows through the channel 37 to the cradle 17,
where the fluid impregnates the base pads 18. The fluid in
the base pad 18 is then emitted from the base pad 18 as the
angiographic wire 5 exerts pressure on the base pad 18,
thereby coating the angiographic wire 5 in the fluid solvent
and cleaning and lubricating the angiographic wires 5 during
the procedure.
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In use, the guide device 1 is placed on a suitable surface
with the base 11 down, the connection mechanism 21 open,
and the plunger 25 placed in the open position. The angio-
graphic wire 5 is seated in the recess 20 in the base 11, which
causes the angiographic wire 5 to be placed in contact with
the base pad 18 resting in the cradle 17. The connection
mechanism 21 is then engaged such that the housing 10 is
mated to the base 11 such that the angiographic wire 5 is
slidably disposed in the aperture 24. With the plunger 25
placed in this open position, the aperture 24 acts as a guide
for slidably maneuvering the angiographic wire 5 as desired.

The plunger 25 is then depressed until the compression
pad 30 is placed in contact with the angiographic wire 5. In
this position, only light pressure is exerted on the angio-
graphic wire 5 by the compression pad 30 and the base pad
18. Thus, the angiographic wire 5 can be slid back and forth
through the aperture 24, thereby causing the angiographic
wire 5 to be coated in fluid solvent. To retain the angio-
graphic wire 5 in a fixed position, the plunger 25 is further
depressed until the locking mechanism 31 reaches the closed
position of the plunger 25. In this position, the pressure
exerted on the angiographic wire 5 by the compression pad
30 and the base pad 18 causes a friction force between the
pads 30, 18 and the wire 5 so that the angiographic wire 5
is more firmly retained in place.

In another embodiment of the guide device 1, which
further demonstrates the foregoing friction levels, the angio-
graphic wire 5 is inserted into the aperture 24 and the
plunger 25 is depressed until the locking mechanism 31
reaches a first intermediate position with the compression
pad 30 placed in contact with the angiographic wire 5. This
arrangement produces a first level of friction between the
angiographic wire 5 and the compression pad 30. The
plunger 25 can then be further depressed until the locking
mechanism 31 reaches a second intermediate position,
which produces a second level of friction between the
angiographic wire 5 and the compression pad 30, the second
level of friction having a friction magnitude higher than that
of the first level of friction. The plunger 25 can then be
further depressed until the locking mechanism 31 reaches a
third intermediate position, which produces a third level of
friction between the angiographic wire 5 and the compres-
sion pad 30, the third level of friction having a friction
magnitude higher than that of the second level of friction.
This process can continue for any desired number of inter-
mediate positions until the locking mechanism 31 reaches
the closed position.

In use, the guide device 1 can be attached to a surgical
drape or other sterile surface within a surgical field. This
attachment is accomplished by one or more attachment
mechanisms, such as adhesives, high friction pads, hook and
loop closures, clips, or the like. One embodiment of the
guide device 1 has a weighted base to assist with the
attachment mechanism. For example, the weighted base may
be of particular use when the attachment mechanism
includes adhesives, high friction pads, hook and loop mate-
rial, or other mechanisms that would be assisted by the
weighted base. Additionally, multiple guide devices 1 can be
used in series to secure a single wire or tube, or in parallel
to secure multiple wires or tubes.

The foregoing embodiments are merely representative of
the angiographic wire guide device and not meant for
limitation of the invention. For example, persons skilled in
the art would readily appreciate that there are several
embodiments and configurations of locking mechanisms,
connection mechanisms, and other components will not
substantially alter the nature of the guide device. Likewise,
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elements and features of the disclosed embodiments could
be substituted or interchanged with elements and features of
other embodiments, as will be appreciated by an ordinary
practitioner. Consequently, it is understood that equivalents
and substitutions for certain elements and components set
forth above are part of the invention described herein, and
the true scope of the invention is set forth in the claims
below.

We claim:

1. A method of cleaning and lubricating a wire or tube
intended for insertion into a patient’s body, the method
comprising the steps of:

providing a guide device comprising:

a housing and a base, the housing mated to the base to
define an aperture, the base comprising a base pad;

a plunger disposed within the housing in a vertically
adjustable manner such that the plunger has an open
position, a closed position, and one or more inter-
mediate positions relative to the housing, the plunger
comprising a compression pad disposed such that the
compression pad abuts the base pad when the
plunger is disposed in the closed position;

a locking mechanism configured to releasably lock the
plunger in the closed position or the one or more
intermediate positions, the locking mechanism com-
prising: a flexible locking arm operably connected to
the plunger, the locking arm having a locking tab
disposed on the locking arm; and a plurality of slots
disposed in the housing, the slots configured for
removably receiving the locking tab; and

a port fluidly connected to the compression pad and the
base pad, the compression pad and the base pad
configured for absorbing lubricating fluid;

placing the wire or tube in contact with the base pad;

mating the housing to the base such that the wire or tube

is slidably retained in the aperture; and

depressing the plunger such that the compression pad is

placed in contact with the wire or tube, the wire or tube

being slidably retained between compression pad and
the base pad.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of
activating the locking mechanism such that the plunger is
retained in an intermediate position.

3. The method of claim 1, further comprising the steps of:

introducing lubricating fluid into the port; and

dispensing the lubricating fluid onto the wire or tube via
the compression pad or the base pad.

4. The method of claim 2, further comprising the steps of:

introducing lubricating fluid into the port; and

dispensing the lubricating fluid onto the wire or tube via
the compression pad or the base pad.

5. The method of claim 1, further comprising the steps of:

introducing sterilization fluid into the port; and

dispensing the sterilization fluid onto the wire or tube via
the compression pad or the base pad.

6. The method of claim 2, further comprising the steps of:

introducing sterilization fluid into the port; and

dispensing the sterilization fluid onto the wire or tube via
the compression pad or the base pad.

7. The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of
providing one or more additional guide devices in series to
secure the wire or tube.

8. The method of claim 1, further comprising the steps of
attaching the base of the guide device to a surgical drape.

9. The method of claim 5, further comprising the steps of
providing one or more additional guide devices in series to
secure the wire or tube.
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10. The method of claim 9, further comprising the steps
of attaching the base of each guide device to a surgical
drape.

11. A method of cleaning and lubricating a wire or tube
intended for insertion into a patient’s body, the method
comprising the steps of:

providing a guide device comprising:

a housing and a base, the housing mated to the base to
define an aperture, the base comprising a base pad;

a plunger disposed within the housing in a vertically
adjustable manner such that the plunger has an open
position, a closed position, and one or more inter-
mediate positions relative to the housing, the plunger
comprising a compression pad disposed such that the
compression pad abuts the base pad when the
plunger is disposed in the closed position;

a locking mechanism configured to releasably lock the
plunger in the closed position or the one or more
intermediate positions, the locking mechanism com-
prising: a flexible locking arm operably connected to
the plunger, the locking arm having a locking tab
disposed on the locking arm; and a plurality of slots
disposed in the housing, the slots configured for
removably receiving the locking tab; and

a port fluidly connected to the compression pad and the
base pad, the compression pad and the base pad
configured for absorbing lubricating fluid;

placing the wire or tube in contact with the base pad;

mating the housing to the base such that the wire or tube

is slidably retained in the aperture;

depressing the plunger such that the locking mechanism

reaches a first intermediate position with the compres-

sion pad placed in contact with the wire or tube, thereby
producing a first level of friction between the compres-
sion pad and the wire or tube; and

depressing the plunger such that the locking mechanism

reaches a second intermediate position, thereby pro-
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ducing a second level of friction between the compres-
sion pad and the wire or tube, the second level of
friction having a magnitude higher than that of the first
level of friction.

12. The method of claim 11, further comprising the steps
of:

introducing sterilization fluid into the port; and

dispensing the sterilization fluid onto the wire or tube via

the compression pad or the base pad.

13. The method of claim 11, further comprising the step
of providing one or more additional guide devices in series
to secure the wire or tube.

14. The method of claim 11, further comprising the step
of attaching the base of the guide device to a surgical drape.

15. The method of claim 13, further comprising the step
of attaching the base of each guide device to a surgical
drape.

16. The method of claim 11, further comprising the step
of depressing the plunger such that the locking mechanism
reaches a third intermediate position, thereby producing a
third level of friction between the compression pad and the
wire or tube, the third level of friction having a magnitude
higher than that of the second level of friction.

17. The method of claim 16, further comprising the steps
of:

introducing sterilization fluid into the port; and

dispensing the sterilization fluid onto the wire or tube via

the compression pad or the base pad.

18. The method of claim 16, further comprising the step
of providing one or more additional guide devices in series
to secure the wire or tube.

19. The method of claim 16, further comprising the step
of attaching the base of the guide device to a surgical drape.

20. The method of claim 18, further comprising the step
of attaching the base of each guide device to a surgical
drape.



