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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WiLLis E. DE RIAR, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Stry-
ker, in the county of Williams and State of
Ohio, have invented certain new and useful
Tmprovements in Oarlocks, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

My invention relates to oarlocks for boats,
and hasforits objects to provide an improved
construection of the same that will permit the
ready insertion of the oar therein, will se-
curely retain said oar when once inserted, and
will allow a universal movement to the oar in
thehand of the oarsman. These objectsIac-
complish in the manner and by the means
hereinafter described and claimed, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings, in
which— ‘

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
proved device. Fig. 2 is a central vertical
section of the same, the shank therveof being
shown in full lines. Fig. 3 is a horizontal
transverse section, the vetaining-plate being
removed; and Fig. 4 is a detail perspective
view of the refaining-plate.

Tn thesaid drawings, the referenice-numeral
1 denotes the supporting-shank, the same be-
ing adapted to be inserted in an aperture in
the gunwale of the boat, as seen in Fig. 2,
where the latter is shown in dotted lines, a
shoulder 2 being provided on said shank to
limit its insertion thevein. Any suitable
means may be employed for retaining this
shank in the gunwale.

The upper end of the shank is formed in the
shape of a ball 3 for receiving the oarlock and
permitting a universal movement to the lat-
ter thereon.

The oarlock proper consists of the tholes 4,
formed integral at their lower ends with a
half-socket 5, the upper surface of the same
being substantially cireular in cross-area to
conform to the shape of the ordinary oar.
This socket is formed with a civeular opening
6 in its lower end somewhat larger in diam-
eter than the upper end of the shank 1 below
the ball 3,butsmaller than the diameter of said
ball. The upper inner surface of said socket
is open and isadapted tobe closed by the plate
7, concaved on its under surface to suit the
configuration of the ball3 and form the upper
halt of the socket therefor. Anannularshoul-
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der 8 formed in theinnersurface of the socket
5 serves to prevent the plate 7 from being
forced too far into said socket and thus jam-
ming the ball 3 therein. Lugs 9 projecting to
each side of the upper surface of said plate
ave adapted to fit into recesses 10 in the lower
meeting portion of the tholes, and are pro-
vided with countersunk serew-holes 11 to af-
ford a means for fastening the parts together
by means of suitable screws.

It will be understood that the upper sur-

faces of the plate 7 and the lugs 9 are slightly

concaved to suit the configuration of the
tholes and present an unbroken hearing-sur-
face for the oar. _

The tholes 4 are formed at their upper ends
into the lugs 12, which are adapted to be
brought together by the threaded thumb-
screw 13, passing through an aperture in one
of them and engaging in a similar threaded
aperture in the other.

From the above description the operation of
my device will be understood to be as follows:
The oar is inserted by loosening the thumb-
serew 13 sufficiently to permit the insertion of
the former therein endwise from the handle,
the tholes spreading apart by their own resili-
ency. Nowby screwing up the thumb-screw
the oar will be elamped therein, and the shank
1 may be inserted in its hole in the gunwale
and the device will be ready for use.

In orderto remove the shank 1 from the oar-
lock itis only necessary to remove the serews
retaining the plate 7 in place and the former
can be then drawn out from the top of the
socket 5.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
T claim asnew, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— :

1. Anoarlock,consisting of ashank adapted
to be inserted into a boat gunwale and formed
at its upper end into a ball, the tholesformed
at their Jowermeeting pointinto a half-socket
adapted to receive the ball therein, and a ve-
taining plate removably secured in the upper
part of said half-socket and adapted to form
the upper half of the ballsocket, substantially
as described.

2. An oarlock, consisting of two resilient
tholes movably connected to the Dhoat gun-
waleand forined at their upperends into aper-
tured lugs, in combination with a thumb
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serew adapted to pass through the apertures
in said lugs to bring the parts together, sub-
stantially as described.

3. In an oarloclk, the combination of two re-
silient tholes formed at their upper free ends
into apertured lugs and at their lower ends

with a half-socket, a thumb serew for draw+

ing together the upper ends of said tholes, a
shank adapted to be inserted. into the boat
gunwale and formed at its upper end into a

ball adapted to be inserted into the half-
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socket, and a retaining plate removably at-
tached to the half socket.and adapted toform
the upperhalf of said socket,; substantially as
described.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in the presence of two witnesses.

: WILLIS E. DE RIAR.
- Witnesses: :

F. P. BREEDER,

N. HUurrMAN.




