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To Oli, whom, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, THEOPHILUS R. HYDE, 

Jr., a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Waterbury, in the county of New Haven and 
State of Connecticut, have invented a certain 
new and useful Improvement in Button-Fas 
teners, of which the following is a full, clear, 
and exact description. 
A metallic fastening device for use in fas 

tening buttons to garments and for other pur 
poses and composed of a head of approxi 
mately the outline of the letter S and having 
a prong projecting at right angles therefrom 
at each terminal has heretofore been devised, 
and similar pronged’ fasteners, so called, 
having their heads variously formed, have 
also been devised; but in those pronged fas 
teners of this general character with which I. 
am familiar the pressure necessary to drive 
the prongs through plies of fabric or other 
material and clench them about the button or 
other object to be fastened has a tendency to 
distort the prongs, owing perhaps to the fact 
that the prongs lack Support on opposite sides. 
The object of the present invention is to 

provide a pronged fastener the prongs of 
which are embraced upon opposite sides by 
the material of the head. 
The invention consists of a button-fastener 

or pronged fastener having a head of approxi 
mately S shape with the terminals, contain 
ing right-angle prongs, bent back again, so 
as to locate the prongs between the Outer folds 
and the intermediate cross-fold, and thus sup 
port said prongs on both sides, whereby any 
tendency to distortion of the prongs in the ap 
plication of the device is resisted. 

In the accompanying drawings, illustrating 
the invention, in the several figures of which 
like parts are similarly designated, Figure 1 
is a perspective view. Fig. 2 is a top plan 
view. Fig. 3 is a bottom or outside plan 
view. Fig. 4 shows an ordinary metallic bar 
button in cross-section with the fastener ap 
plied. Fig. 5 is a perspective view of a 
capped fastener. Fig. 6 is a top plan view of 
the fastener of Fig. 5, and Fig. 7 is a bottom 
or outside view of the capped fastener. 

Serial No, 220,100, (No model.) 

The fastener is made of wire of any suit 
able cross-section, bent to form a cross-fold 1 
and opposite outer folds 2, and the terminals 
3 of the wire are turned back between the 
cross-folds 1 and the outer folds 2, and from 
these terminals project at right angles the 
prongs 4. Hy turning back the terminals 3 
toward the center of the device the prongs re 
ceive lateral support from the cross-fold 1 
and the 'outer folds 2, which serve to rein 
force the prongs sufficiently to resist the dis-, 
torting tendency of the pressure necessary to 
drive the prongs through a fabric or other 
material to which an article is to be fastened 
and also the pressure necessary to clench the 
prongs for effecting the fastening. 
As illustrated in Fig. 4, one special and 

large use to which these pronged fasteners are 
put is insecuring bar-buttons to garments. 5 
may represent a piece of fabric or a piece of 
garment, and 6 is a metallic button of com 
mon construction having at its base a trans 
verse bar 7 about which the prongs 4 of the 
fastener are bent in opposite directions to se 
cure the button to the garment. 

It will be observed that the head of the fas 
tener formed by the cross-fold 1, outer folds 
2, and terminals 3 is substantially circular in 
outline or profile, and thus lends itself very 
readily to the application of a cap, as indi 
cated at 8 in Figs. 5, 6, and 7, which cap is 
simply a cup or shell of sheet metal having 
its flange turned down over the rim or flange 
of metal formed by the folds outside of and 
beyond the prongs. . 
By the construction hereinabove described 

the prongs are firmly held both on the inner 
side and outer side diametrically and their 
liability to displacement greatly reduced and 
practically wholly overcome. 
Since the prongs are substantially equidis 

tant from the center, the outwardly-surround 
ing metal of the head lends itself very readily 
to receive a cap of metal or cloth, and thus 
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the fastener may be ornamented or protected 
in any desired manner. 
By the term “button-fastener” herein used 

I do not mean to limit the invention to fas 
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tening on buttons, since its use may be greatly 
extended, and this is to be understood in con 
nection with the use of that term in the claims. 
What I claim is 
1. A button-fastener, having a head of ap 

proximately S form in outline, the terminals 
being returned between the cross-fold and the 
Outer folds and the prongs projecting from 
the inner ends of said terminals at right an 
gles thereto. 

2. A button-fastener, made of wire, having 
a head provided with a central cross-fold, outer 
folds, and terminals on said outer folds re 
turned between the cross-fold and the outer 
folds and embraced thereby, and prongs pro 
jecting at right angles from the ends of said 
terminals. 

3. A button-fastener, having a head of ap 
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proximately S form, with the terminals re 
turned between the cross-fold, and the outer 
folds and supported thereby, prongs project 
ing at right angles from the ends of said ter 
minals, and a cap applied to Said head. 

4. A button-fastener, having a head of ap 
proximate S shape and circular in outline, 
and having the terminals returned between 
the outer folds and the cross-fold and sup 
ported thereby, prongs projecting from the 
ends of said terminals at right angles thereto, 
and a cap applied to said head. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 
my hand this 8th day of August, A. D. 1904. 

t THEOPHILUS R. HYDE, JR. 
Witnesses: 

G. F. HoDGES, 
HENRY FEHL. 
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