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ABSTRACT: A cleaning article which includes a washing 
member, such as a sponge, having a recess in one peripheral 
edge thereof and with a cover member having an edge portion 
secured in the recess, the cover member being adapted to be 
wrapped around the washing member or to be disposed in out 
wardly extending relation thereto, as desired. 
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COMBINED WASHING, DRYING, SCRUBBING AND 
SCRAPNGIMPLEMENT 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION 

The present invention is related to, and constitutes an in 
provement over that disclosed in my copending U.S. Pat. ap 
plication, Ser. No. 816,523, filed Apr. 16, 1969, now aban 
doned. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to cleaning articles, and, more 
particularly, to cleaning articles which are particularly well 
adapted for washing, scrubbing and polishing articles to be 
cleaned. 

it is a primary object of the present invention to afford a 
novel cleaning article. 
Another object is to affordanovel cleaning article embody 

ing both a washing member and a cover member constituted 
and arranged in a novel and expeditious manner. 
Cleaning articles embodying washing members and cover 

members have been heretofore known in the art. However, 
such cleaning articles which have been heretofore known in 
the art have commonly had several inherent disadvantages, 
such as, for example, being difficult and expensive to manu 
facture; not being practical in construction or operation; being 
difficult to thoroughly clean; being subject to excessive wear 
and deterioration; or having the parts thereof so constituted 
and arranged that, as a practical matter, it was difficult to 
separately use the individual parts thereof, and the like. It is an 
important object of the present invention to overcome such 
disadvantages. 
Another object of the present invention is to afford a novel 

cleaning article which embodies a washing member and a 
cover member which are connected together in a novel and 
expeditious manner. 
An object ancillary to the foregoing is to afford such a 

cleaning article wherein an edge portion of the cover member 
is mounted in and firmly secured to the washing member. 
Another object of the present invention is to afford a novel 

unitary cleaning article which embodies a washing member 
and a cover member, wherein the cover member embodies a 
polishing or drying member and a scrubbing member, with the 
three members so constituted and arranged that the polishing 
member and scrubbing member may be simultaneously 
wrapped around the washing member to afford a substantially 
unitary pad structure, or, if desired, the scrubbing member 
and polishing member may be disposed in outwardly extend 
ing relation to the washing member for individual use of any 
one, or all, of the three members. 
An object ancillary to the foregoing is to afford a novel uni 

tary cleaning article of the aforementioned type which also 
embodies a scraping member mounted on the washing 
member thereof. 
A further object of the present invention is to afford a novel 

cleaning article embodying a washing member, a polishing 
member and a scrubbing member, which is practical and effi 
cient in operation and which may be readily and economically 
produced commercially. 
Other and further objects of the present invention will be 

apparent from the following description and claims and are il 
lustrated in the accompanying drawings which, by way of illus 
tration, show preferred embodiments of the present invention 
and the principles thereof and what I now consider to be the 
best mode in which I have contemplated applying these princi 
ples. Other embodiments of the invention embodying the 
same or equivalent principles may be used and structural 
changes may be made as desired by those skilled in the art 
without departing from the present invention and the purview 
of the appended claims. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
The present invention affords a cleaning article which em 

bodies a washing member, such as a sponge, which, if desired, 

10 

5 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

70 

75 

2 
may have a scraping member mounted on one face thereof, 
and with a cover member having one edge portion mounted in 
the washing member, the cover member preferably embody 
ing two sheets of material such as chamois and nylon mesh, 
respectively, and having a portion projecting outwardly from 
the washing member and adapted to be moved between 
wrapped and unwrapped relation to the washing member for 
drying, polishing and scrubbing purposes. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of cleaning article embodying 
the principles of the present invention; 

FIG. 2 is an enlarged, transverse sectional view taken sub 
stantially along the line 2-2 in FIG. 1, and with the parts 
disposed in different positions; 

FIG. 3 is a view similar to FIG. 2, showing a modified form 
of the present invention; and 

FIG. 4 is a fragmentary perspective view showing another 
modified form of the present invention. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBOEDIMENTS SHOWN 
HEREN 

A cleaning article 1, embodying the principles of the 
present invention, is shown in FIGS. 1 and 2 of the drawings to 
illustrate the presently preferred embodiment of the present 
invention. 
The cleaning article 1 embodies, in general, a washing 

member 2 and a cover member 3. In the preferred form of the 
present invention shown in FIGS. 1 and 1, the washing 
member 2 is in the form of a substantially rectangular-shaped 
block or pad, embodying two rectangular-shaped portions 4 
and 5, each having two oppositely disposed side faces 6 and 7 
and two side edge faces 8 and 9 disposed between the two op 
posite ends 10 and 11 of the washing member 4. The portions 
4 and 5 are preferably of equal size, and are disposed in verti 
cally aligned, stacked relation to each other, with the faces 7 
and 6 of the portions 4 and 5, respectively, adhesively secured 
together injuxtaposition to each other. The portions 4 and 5 
may be of any suitable resilient material, such as, for example, 
natural sponge, but preferably are made of synthetic sponge 
material, such as the cellulose acetate sponge material com 
monly available on the market, and they may be secured 
together by any suitable adhesive, such as, for example, a 
suitable flexabilized epoxy resin or a suitable water-insoluble 
acrylic resin, or the like. 
The cover member 3 shown in FIGS. 1 and 2 embodies two 

elongated, equal-sized sheets of material 12 and 13 disposed 
injuxtaposition to each other. One end portion 14 of each of 
the sheets 12 and 13 are disposed in a recess 15 formed in the 
washing member 2 along the junction 16 between the faces 7 
and 6 of the portions 4 and 5, respectively, and are secured to 
the adjacent portions of the washing member 2 by the afore 
mentioned adhesive. In the washing member 2, the recess 15 
preferably is formed merely by the compression of the ad 
jacent portions of portions 4 and 5 of the washing member 2 
caused by the insertion of the end portions 14 of the sheets 12 
and 13 therebetween prior to securing together the portions 4 
and 5. The recess 15 opens outwardly through the side edge 
face 17 of the peripheral edge portion of the washing member 
2 afforded by the vertically aligned side edge faces 9 of the 
portions 4 and 5, and preferably extends along the face 17 
throughout the entire length of the washing member 2. 

In the cover 3, the sheet 13 affords a drying or polishing 
member. It may be made of any suitable material, but, 
preferably, is made of natural chamois material or one of the 
synthetic chamois materials made of nonwoven rayon materi 
al, or the like, readily available on the market, which, as is well 
known in the art, constitute resilient, moisture-absorbent 
materials. Similarly, the sheet 12 of the cover member 3 af 
fords a scrubbing member. It may be made of any suitable 
material, but, preferably, it is made of a material which affords 
a mild abrasive action, such as, for example, nylon mesh, 
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which is readily available on the market. With the scrubbing 
member 12 made of material such as nylon mesh, it may be 
readily used on windshields, enameled pots, Teflon-coated 
skillets and the like, without causing scratching thereof. 

In addition to the portion 14, each of the sheets 2 and 13 
embodies another portion 18, which is preferably the major 
portion thereof, and which projects outwardly from the side 
edge face 17 of the washing member 2. The portions 18 of the 
sheets 12 and 13 may be disposed in various positions relative 
to the washing member 2, such as, for example, in outwardly 
projecting relation thereto, as shown in FIG. 2, or in wrapped 
around relation thereto, as shown in FIG. 1. The portions 18 
of the sheets 12 and 13 may be wrapped around the washing 
member 2 in the direction shown in FIG. 1, to thereby dispose 
the scrubbing member 12 on the outside of the polishing 
member 13, or they may be wrapped in the opposite direction, 
not shown, to thereby dispose the polishing member 13 on the 
outside of the washing member 12. In addition, if desired, 
either of the sheets 12 or 13 may be individually wrapped 
around the washing member 2, with the other sheet 13 or 12 
left in outwardly projecting relation to the washing member 2. 

Preferably, as shown in FIG. 1, the sheets 12 and 13 are of 
such length that they may be wrapped completely around the 
washing member 2. However, as will be appreciated by those 
skilled in the art, this is merely by way of illustration of the 
preferred embodiment of the invention, and not by way of 
limitation, and, if desired, the sheets 12 and 13 may be of such 
length that they may be wrapped only partially around the 
washing member 2 without departing from the purview of the 
broader aspects of the present invention. 
The cleaning article 1 shown in FIGS. 1 and 2 also embodies 

a scraping member or abrading member 20 mounted on and 
adhesively secured to side edge face 21 of the washing 
member 2 afforded by the vertically aligned side edge faces 8 
of the portions 4 and 5. The scraping member 20 may be made 
of any suitable material, such as, for example, polyurethane 
foam, readily available on the market, and is preferably 
disposed on the side edge face 21 of the washing member 2 in 
completely covering relation thereto. 
With the cleaning article 1 constructed in the manner dis 

closed herein, it will be seen that it affords a single, highly 
practical cleaning article which may be used for washing pur 
poses, scraping purposes, scrubbing purposes and drying or 
polishing purposes, and the parts thereof may be disposed in 
various different positions for these purposes, depending on 
the problem presented for the various operations. 
Thus, for example, for the usual washing operation, such as, 

for example, in the common dishwashing operations, or in the 
usual washing of an automobile, or the like, the sheets 12 and 
13 may be disposed in outwardly extending relation to the 
washing member 2 so as to fully expose the latter for the wash 
ing operation; or the sheets 12 and 13 could be disposed in 
such position, not shown, that they merely extend across one 
side face of the washing member 2, thus leaving the other side 
face thereof available for the washing operation. 

Also, it will be seen that when it is desired to perform a 
scraping operation on a hard-to-clean article, such as, for ex 
ample, a barbeque grill or an iron frying pan, or the like, the 
sheets 12 and 13 may be disposed in extended position relative 
to the washing member 2, to thus expose the scraping member 
20 for such operation. It will also be observed in connection 
with the latter operation that, if desired, the washing member 
2 may be soaked with detergent or soapy water, or the like, so 
that a readily available supply of a suitable cleaning liquid is 
afforded for wetting the scraping member 20 during the scrap 
ing operation. 

In addition, it will be seen that the sheets 12 and 13 may be 
disposed in wrapped relation to the washing member 2 with 
the sheet 12 disposed on the outside, as shown in FIG. 1, to 
thereby afford a padded scrubbing member, it being remem 
bered that the sheet 12, which in this position is disposed on 
the outside, is made of a suitable material, such as the afore 
mentioned nylon mesh, or the like, and affords an effective 
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4. 
scrubbing member; or the sheets 12 and 13 may be wrapped 
around the washing member 2 in the reverse direction, not 
shown, to thereby dispose the sheet 13 on the outside and thus 
afford a padded drying or polishing member, the sheet 12 
being made of a suitable drying or polishing material, such as, 
for example, the aforementioned natural or synthetic chamois, 
or the like. 

In addition, either one of the sheets 12 or 13 may be in 
dividually wrapped around the washing member 2. This is of 
particular importance with respect to the scrubbing member 
12 because, with this member wrapped around the washing 
member 2 and with the sheet 13 left projecting outwardly 
therefron, a scrubbing or abrading pad is afforded wherein 
the central portion of the pad, afforded by the washing 
member 2, may, if desired, be saturated with clear water or 
with a suitable cleaning liquid, such as a suitable detergent, or 
the like, with the liquid being readily available for direct appli 
cation to the scrubbing member 12 during a scrubbing opera 
tion therewith. Also, with the scrubbing member 12 thus 
disposed with respect to the washing member 2, the hands or 
fingers of the person performing the scrubbing operation are 
protected against abrasive contact with the article being 
scrubbed. 

Also, it will be seen that with the cleaning article 1 con 
structed in the manner shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, if desired, the 
sheets 12 and 13 may be disposed in outwardly projecting 
relation to the washing member 2, so as to facilitate the use 
thereof during particular operations, and also, for the purpose 
of individually washing out the washing member 2 and the 
scrubbing and polishing members 12 and 13, respectively, 
Thus, for example, in the cleaning or drying of a corner of a 
pan, or the like, the scrubbing member 12 or the polishing 
member 13 can be thus disposed relative to the washing 
member 2 and applied directly to such a corner by the fingers 
of the operator or by a suitable blunt instrument, or the iike. 
Similarly, with the members 2, 12 and 13 disposed in extended 
relation to each other, each may be individually washed out 
and wrung dry, if desired. 

In FIG. 3, a cleaning article 1 which comprises a modified 
form of the present invention is shown, and parts thereof 
which are identical to parts shown in FIGS. 1 and 2 are in 
dicated by the same reference numerals and parts which are 
similar to but have been substituted for parts shown in FIGS. 1 
and 2 are indicated by the same reference numerals with the 
suffix 'a' added thereto. 

Like the cleaning article 1 shown in FGS. 1 and 2, the 
cleaning article 1a shown in FIG. 3 embodies a washing 
member 2a and a cover member 3, the cover member 3 em 
bodying a scrubbing member 12 and a polishing or drying 
member 13, 

Unlike the cleaning article 1, the washing member 2a of the 
cleaning article la comprises a single unitary member, and the 
recess 15a, instead of being formed by the junction between 
two portions of the washing member as in the cleaning article 
1, is physically formed in the washing member 2a by a suitable 
molding or cutting operation, or the like. The recess 5a 
opens outwardly through the side edge face 17a of the washing 
member 2a and preferably extends the full length of the wash 
ing member 2a. The edge portions 14 of the sheets 12 and 13 
in the cleaning article la may be adhesively secured in the 
recess 15a in the same manner as the sheets 12 and 13 are 
secured in the recess 15 in the cleaning article 1. 
No scraping member, such as the scraping member 20 in the 

cleaning article 1, is embodied in the cleaning article 1a shown 
in FIG. 3, although, as will be appreciated, such a cleaning 
member could be mounted on the body member 2a if such 
construction were desired. However, except for the scraping 
operation, the cleaning article 1a shown in the drawing may be 
used in the same manner and for the same operations as the 
cleaning article 1, as will be appreciated by those skilled in the 
art. 

In FIG. 4, another modified form of the present invention is 
shown, and parts which are the same as parts shown in FIGS. 1 
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and 2 are indicated by the same reference numerals, and parts 
which are similar to but have been substituted for parts shown 
in FIGS. 1 and 2 are indicated by the same reference numerals 
with the suffix 'b' added thereto. 

In FIG. 4 a cleaning article 1b is illustrated which is substan 
tially identical in construction to that of the cleaning article a 
shown in FIG. 3, except that, in addition, stitching 22 is em 
bodied therein. As in the cleaning article 1a, the cleaning arti 
cle 1b embodies a washing member 2b of unitary construction 
and having a recess 15b formed therein and opening out 
wardly through the side edge portion 17b thereof, the edge 
portions 14 of the sheets 12 and 13 of the cover member 3 
being disposed in the recess 15b and preferably adhesively 
secured therein. In addition, stitching 22, which preferably is 
in the form of overcasting sewing extends longitudinally along 
the washing member 2b is closely adjacent, parallel relation to 
the side edge face 17b thereof, the stitching extending entirely 
through the washing member 2b and the edge portions 14 of 
the sheets 12 and 13, to thereby firmly secure them together. 
As will be appreciated by those skilled in the art, if desired, the 
adhesive securing of the cover 3 within the recess 15b may be 
eliminated in the cleaning article 1b, the stitching 22 being re 
lied upon to secure the cover 3 in operative position relative to 
the Washing member 2b. However, preferably, the stitching 22 
is merely used as a supplementary securing means and the 
edge portions 14 of the sheets 12 and 13 are also adhesively 
secured to the washing member 2b, as previously mentioned. 
From the foregoing it will be seen that the present invention 

affords a novel cleaning article. 
Also, it will be seen that the present invention affords a 

novel cleaning article which embodies a washing member, a 
scrubbing member, a drying or polishing member, and, if 
desired, a scraping member, constituted and arranged in a 
novel and expeditious manner. 

In addition, it will be seen that the present invention affords 
a novel cleaning article which is practical and efficient in 
operation and which may be readily and economically 
produced commercially. 
Thus, while I have illustrated and described the preferred 

embodiments of my invention, it is to be understood that these 
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6 
are capable of variation and modification, and therefore do 
not wish to be limited to the precise details set forth, but desire 
to avail myself of such changes and alterations as fall within 
the purview of the following claims. 

I claim: 
1. A cleaning article comprising 
a. a porous, resilient washing member having 

1. two oppositely disposed faces, and 
2. a peripheral edge portion extending between said two 

faces, 
b. said washing member having a recess therein 

1. disposed between said two faces and 
2. opening outwardly through one side of said edge por 

tion and 
c. a two-ply flexible cover sheet having 

1. one edge portion mounted in said recess, and 
2. another portion extending from said one edge portion 

in position to be selectively wrapped around said wash 
ing member in either of two directions in position to 
cover at least a portion of one of said faces, 

d. the plies of said other portion being separable from each 
other, 

e, one of said plies comprising a resilient, moisture absor 
bent polishing member sheet, and 

f. the other of said plies comprising a resilient, mildly abra 
sive scrubbing member sheet. 

2. A cleaning article as defined in claim 1, and in which 
a. said other of said plies comprises a mesh cloth. 
3. A cleaning article as defined in claim 2, and in which 
a. said washing member comprises sponge material, 
b. said polishing member comprises chamois material, and 
c. said scrubbing member comprises nylon mesh material. 
4. A cleaning article as defined in claim.14, and in which a. said one edge portion is sewed to said washing member by 

stitching extending through the latter and clamping said 
washing member to opposite sides of said edge portion. 

5. A cleaning article as defined in claim 1, and in which 
a. Said one edge portion is adhesively secured to said wash 

ing member, 
k 
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