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This invention relates to a device for storing shoes 
in an orderly manner in a conventional clothes closet. 
The desirability of a device which will facilitate the 

orderly storage of shoes in a clothes closet is well appre 
ciated, and many racks have been devised for this pur 
pose. A substantial number of said racks is so designed 
as to cause the racks to seat directly upon the closet floor, 
but this arrangement has the disadvantage that the floor 
cannot be swept clean unless the racks are removed. 
Further, in other instances the racks are in the form 
of shoe bags or the like, hung upon a closet wall or door, 
but in this arrangement the construction results, many 
times, in an annoying noise when the door is being opened 
or closed. Further, when a shoe bag is hung upon a . 
closet wall, it is often inconveniently disposed, in back 
of hanging garments and the like. 
The main object of the present invention, accordingly, 

is to provide a generally improved shoe support device 
for clothes closets which will be so designed as to permit 
the device to be hung upon the conventional clothes sup 
port bar of the closet, out of contact with the floor surface, 
thereby to permit the floor surface to be cleaned with 
eaSc. 

Another object of importance is to design the shoe 
hanger as to eliminate the need of hanging the same upon 
a door or the like, the shoe hanger being further de 
signed to itself constitute a divider in the closet, where 
by, for example, the garments of one person can be hung 
at one side of the divider and the garments of another 
person at the opposite side thereof. 
Yet another object is to so design the shoe hanger as 

to permit the same to be collapsed into a flat condition, 
for shipment or storage. This facilitates packing the de 
vice when one is preparing to travel. Further, the ar 
rangement results in the device being packed into a small 
area when being shipped preliminary to sale thereof. 
This is particularly important to manufacturers, stores, 
and the like, and reduces the cost of manufacture and 
sale of the device. 

Still another object is to provide a shoe hanger as 
stated which, by reason of its novel design, will be 
adapted to hold a particularly large quantity of shoes, as 
compared to the size to which the hanger can be col 
lapsed, and the space which said hanger occupies within the closet. 
Yet another object is to so design the shoe hanger 

as to facilitate measurably the insertion or removal of 
shoes, and the observation of said shoes when a pair of 
shoes is being selected for wear. r 
Other objects will appear from the following descrip 

tion, the claim appended thereto, and from the annexed 
drawing, in which like reference characters designate like 
parts throughout the several views, in which: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view; 
Figure 2 is a sectional view on line 2-2 of Figure 1; 
Figure 3 is a sectional view on line 3-3 of Figure 1; 

and 
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2 
Figure 4 is an end elevational view of the device in 

its folded condition. 
The shoe hanger 10 constituting the present invention 

is adapted to be suspended from a conventional clothes bar 
12, to support a plurality of pairs of shoes S. The hanger 
10, in the illustrated example, affords eight compart 
ments, each adapted to contain a single pair of shoes. 
However, as will be apparent from the description to 
be provided hereinafter, the number of compartments can 
be increased or decreased as desired, and further, the 
width of the compartments can be varied. Thus, in a 
commercial embodiment, each compartment may be ex 
panded to twice its illustrated width, so as to double the shoe-carrying capacity thereof. 
The hanger includes a plurality of vertically spaced 

shelves 14, lying in horizontal planes. The shelves 14 
are all identical in thickness, material, dimensions, and 
outer configurations, thus simplifying the manufacture 
considerably. The shelves are formed of a rigid mate 
rial, such as a flat length of plywood, molded plastic, 
or the like, and connected fixedly to the opposite longi 
tudinal edges of the respective shelves are side walls 16. 
These can also be formed of a rigid material if desired. 
However, to facilitate the collapsing of the device for 
storage, shipment, etc., it is preferred that the side walls 
16 be of a wholly flexible material, such as a thin flexible 
plastic, fabric, or the like. In any event, each side wall 
is vertically elongated and is of rectangular outer con 
figuration, each side wall being formed to a length equal 
to the total of the heights of the compartments defined be 
tween the several vertically spaced shelves 4. 
The shelves 14 are fixedly secured at their opposite 

sides to the respective side walls, at uniformly spaced 
locations along the length of the side walls, and there is 
thus defined a foldable, vertically elongated assembly 
comprising a plurality of elongated rectangular com 
partments formed open at their opposite ends, but closed 
at their tops, bottoms, and sides. Each comparment 
is adapted to receive, in the illustrated embodiment, a 
pair of shoes S, arranged toe to heel in end-to-end rela 
tion as shown in Figure 3. Of course, the shelves 14 
could be of double width, thus to permit the device to 
accommodate two pairs of shoes in each compartment, 
instead of one pair, the shoes of each pair being side 
by side or end to end, whichever is desired. 

in the upper ends of the side walls 16, medially be 
tween the opposite side edges of said walls, openings i8 
are formed, said openings being aligned transversely of 
the hanger and being located immediately below the 
uppermost shelf 4. The openings can be reinforced 
by grommets or the like, if desired, and extending through 
the openings is a straight, elongated shank 20, which 
shank projects at its opposite ends beyond the opposite 
side walls a short distance. Integral with the projecting 
ends of the shank are extensions 22 normal to the length 
of the shank, said extensions lying in a common plane 
including the shank. On the free, upper ends of the 
extensions 22, clothes-bar-receiving hooks 24 are formed. 
In this way, the device can be suspended from a con 

ventional clothes bar, and when so suspended, will au 
tomatically unfold to the operative position of the parts 
shown in Figure 1. This prepares the several compart 
ments to receive shoes 14 arranged in the manner shown 
in Figures 2 and 3. It will be noted that the hanger 
extends from front to back of a closet, it being customary 
to dispose a clothes bar longitudinally of a closet me 
dially between the front and back walls thereof. When 
so disposed, the device 10 constitutes a divider in the 
closet, so that one person's clothes can be hung at one 
side of the device, and another person's clothes at the 
opposite side. Further, the lower end of the device will 
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be supported above the floor, thus to permit the floor 
to be readily cleaned. 
The article can be folded to form a compact object 

shown in Figure 4, the portions of the side walls be 
tween each pair of adjacent plates 14 folding inwardly. 
The device, when so collapsed, is no greater in height 
than the combined thicknesses of the side wall folds and 
plates, and furthermore, the suspending means 20, 22, 
24 may swing downwardly about the axis of shank 20 to 
lie along the opposite sides of the device. The article 
is now prepared for packing, shipment, or stocking on 
the shelves of a retail establishment. 

It is believed apparent that the invention is not neces 
sarily confined to the specific use or uses thereof de 
scribed above, since it may be utilized for any purpose 
to which it may be suited. Nor is the invention to be 
necessarily limited to the specific construction illustrated 
and described, since such construction is only intended to 
be illustrative of the principles of operation and the means 
presently devised to carry out said principles, it being 
considered that the invention comprehends any minor 
change in construction that may be permitted within the 
Scope of the appended claim. 
What is claimed is: 
A collapsible rack for shoes and like articles compris 

ing: a plurality of flat, elongated, rectangular shelves 
each of which is formed as a rigid, imperforate plate 
member, said shelves lying in spaced horizontal planes 
and being aligned in a vertical direction to define a se 
ries of similarly aligned, article-receiving compartments; 
a pair of flexible side walls extending the full length of 
said series, said side walls being of a width substantially 
equal to the length of the shelves and being respective 
ly connected to the opposite longitudinal edges of the 
Several shelves to close said compartments at opposite 
sides thereof while leaving the compartments open at 
the ends of the shelves, said side walls folding inwardly 
within the compartments for collapsing of the rack in 
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said vertical direction; and means for suspending the 
rack from an overhead support comprising a shank 
straight from end to end thereof, said shank extending 
transversely of the shelves, the side walls having open 
ings immediately below the uppermost shelf, the shank 
rotatably engaging adjacent its ends in said openings of 
the respective side walls with the shank underlying the 
uppermost shelf over the full distance between the open 
ings, the ends of the shank projecting beyond the re 
Spective side walls, radial extensions on the ends of the 
Shank lying in a common plane including the shank, and 
Suspension hooks formed on the outer ends of the ex 
tensions for engaging an overhead support, said exten 
Sions swinging, on rotation of the shank, about the axis 
of the shank in planes spaced outwardly from the side 
Walls, said hooks and extensions projecting above the 
upper ends of the side walls in one position to which the 
extensions are swung, and extending downwardly from 
the shank when the extensions are swung 180° from said 
positions so as to be disposable wholly below the plane 
of the uppermost shelf in the collapsed condition of the 
rack, said shank being supported against downward move 
ment from said uppermost shelf wholly by the side walls 
and being engaged against upward movement by said up 
permost shelf, the underside of the uppermost shelf be 
ing spaced vertically from the axis of the shank a distance 
not less than the maximum dimensions of the shank meas 
ured at any location along its length in a direction radial 
ly from said axis. 
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