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DRIVERLESS PRINTING 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

This invention relates generally to a method and System 
for interfacing with devices, and more particularly to a 
method for characterizing and customizing printer drivers. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Computer Systems output data to a variety of output 
devices, including printers, plotters, and computer con 
trolled machines, Such as a manufacturing machines. The 
operating System of the computer is assigned the task of 
interfacing with these peripheral hardware products So that 
the appropriate communications protocol and appropriate 
Set of instructions are used by the computer to communicate 
with the peripheral. Because it is impractical to provide an 
interface for every device, the operating System provides a 
Standard interface with a given functionality. Each periph 
eral then uses a device driver to interface with the Standard 
interface of the operating System. The operating System thus 
controls each peripheral indirectly through the driver. 
A goal of the operating System is to provide an application 

program environment which is independent of the output 
device used. A graphics device interface (GDI) achieves this 
goal. The GDI, typically part of the operating System, 
provides a defined set of functions. Each program, then, 
outputs its data by using these predefined functions. A 
peripheral driver translates these functions into a stream of 
commands to control the particular peripheral for which the 
driver was designed. The GDI, therefore, acts as a common 
denominator: the application programs translate their data 
into GDI functions and the drivers then translate these 
functions into peripheral commands. The net result is that 
the peripheral produces output resembling the image the 
application created on the computer. 

Because device drivers were designed to operate a par 
ticular device, each peripheral required its own driver. For 
example, once a user connected a printer to the computer, the 
user would have find the correct printer driver to operate the 
printer and translate the image which the computer Sought to 
print into a Series of commands for that printer. Installing a 
printer driver is not a simple task for the user. In order to 
install the correct driver, and configure it properly, the user 
is often required to answer detailed questions about both the 
printer and the computer. For example, the user will have to 
identify the printer and determine which options are 
installed on the printer. Such information is not immediately 
apparent to the user, and thus often requires the user to Seek 
assistance. Should the user enter the wrong information, the 
incorrect printer driver could be installed, or the correct 
printer driver could be installed incorrectly. In either case, 
the user will not have access to all of the functionality of the 
printer, and may not be able to print at all. 

In an effort to Simplify the proceSS for users, the operating 
System of the computer will often contain pre-installed 
printer drivers for a variety of common printers. Thus, if the 
user Seeks to connect one of the Supported printers, the 
proceSS becomes Simplified: the user need only Select the 
printer driver with the same name as the printer. However, 
this System does not provide any assistance to the user who 
wishes to use a printer which is not Supported by the 
pre-installed printer drivers. Additionally, because printer 
options may change between the time that the drivers are 
incorporated into the operating System and the time the user 
buys the printer, it is not possible to create printer driverS eX 
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2 
ante which can Support all of the options on the user's 
printer. The result is that, while the correct printer driver 
may already be installed on the computer, it is not configured 
to provide access to that printer's newest options. 

In an effort to conserve memory on the computer, and thus 
provide additional, pre-installed printer drivers, a System 
was developed whereby a driver, called a universal printer 
driver, or unidriver, contained the vast majority of common 
printer driver code. Smaller drivers could then be written, 
using the functionality of the unidriver to control the printer. 
These smaller drivers, called minidrivers, together with the 
one unidriver, occupied significantly leSS computer memory 
Storage than the Separate printer drivers they replaced. AS a 
result, a larger number of the minidrivers could be pre 
installed with the operating System, lessening the chance 
that the user's printer would be an unsupported printer. 

However, the unidriver-minidriver system did not provide 
any mechanism by which new functions and printers could 
be added. New features of printers could not be supported, 
even if a specific minidriver was written, because the 
unidriver did not have anywhere this new function could be 
mapped. Thus, new printer functions could only be added 
with a new version of the operating System, which contained 
a new unidriver. 

In an effort to provide a more extensible unidriver 
minidriver System, a new printer description format called 
the Generic Printer Description (GPD) was created. The 
GPD was a text-based printer description format, allowing 
for easier coding, providing greater human readability, and 
providing extensibility. The GPD file described all of the 
features on a printer and how to display those features to the 
user, and instruct the printer to perform those features. An 
updated unidriver was also created, which would parse the 
GPD file and present the options to the user. Thus, new 
functionality could be added without the need to rewrite the 
entire unidriver. 

Despite the increased simplicity, and efficiency of the 
unidriver-GPD system, the user is still required to know 
which GPD file is appropriate for the printer the user seeks 
to attach to the system. This may be especially difficult in 
large corporations with a myriad of printers, or institutions 
where a network administrator may keep all of the disks 
which shipped with the printer and contained the appropriate 
GPD file. Even if the user has access to the GPD files, such 
as through the manufacturer's Internet web site, the user 
may not know which files are appropriate for the particular 
printer to which the user is attempting to print. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Therefore, the present invention is generally directed to a 
System by which the computer can obtain the necessary 
information to utilize a particular peripheral from the periph 
eral itself. 
The present invention is also generally directed to a 

System by which the computer can present peripheral 
options to the user and utilize those options even though the 
options may be unknown to the computer. 

Generally, an extensible communications protocol will be 
used to Support communications between the peripheral and 
the computer. When the computer first Senses that a device 
has been connected, the computer can request from the 
device a generic description file, Such as a Generic Printer 
Description (GPD). The file can contain information such as 
the type and name of the device, together with functions the 
device Supports, attributes of those functions, and the com 
mands necessary to use those functions. This file can thus 



US 6,952,831 B1 
3 

convey to the computer the capabilities of the device. The 
computer can then be further directed to other files which 
contain additional information, Such as color data or font 
data. 

Resident on the computer can be a universal peripheral 
driver. This universal peripheral driver can be configured to 
operate a particular peripheral based on the information 
obtained from that particular peripheral's generic descrip 
tion file, regarding the peripheral's capabilities. Some of the 
information that the computer obtains may be “unexpected” 
in the Sense that the computer was not pre-programmed to 
look for it. Such unexpected capabilities can be presented to 
the user through a user interface. The user can then decide 
whether to use these capabilities. 

Additional features and advantages of the invention will 
be made apparent from the following detailed description of 
illustrative embodiments which proceeds with reference to 
the accompanying figures. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

While the appended claims set forth the features of the 
present invention with particularity, the invention, together 
with its objects and advantages, may be best understood 
from the following detailed description taken in conjunction 
with the accompanying drawings of which: 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram generally illustrating an exem 
plary computer System on which the present invention 
resides, 

FIG. 2 is a block diagram generally illustrating an exem 
plary peripheral on which the present invention also resides, 

FIG. 3 is a block diagram generally illustrating a connec 
tion between a computer and a peripheral; 

FIG. 4 is an exemplary user interface according to the 
present invention invention; 

FIG. 5 is a block diagram generally illustrating an alter 
native connection between a computer and a peripheral; and 

FIG. 6 is a block diagram generally illustrating another 
alternative connection between a computer and a peripheral. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

Turning to the drawings, wherein like reference numerals 
refer to like elements, the invention is illustrated as being 
implemented in a Suitable computing environment. 
Although not required, the invention will be described in the 
general context of computer-executable instructions, Such as 
program modules, being executed by a personal computer. 
Generally, program modules include routines, programs, 
objects, components, data structures, etc. that perform par 
ticular tasks or implement particular abstract data types. 
Moreover, those skilled in the art will appreciate that the 
invention may be practiced with other computer System 
configurations, including hand-held devices, multi-proces 
Sor Systems, microprocessor based or programmable con 
Sumer electronics, network PCs, minicomputers, mainframe 
computers, and the like. The invention may also be practiced 
in distributed computing environments where tasks are 
performed by remote processing devices that are linked 
through a communications network. In a distributed com 
puting environment, program modules may be located in 
both local and remote memory Storage devices. 

With reference to FIG. 1, an exemplary system for imple 
menting the invention includes a general purpose computing 
device in the form of a conventional personal computer 20, 
including a processing unit 21, a System memory 22, and a 
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4 
System buS 23 that couples various System components 
including the System memory to the processing unit 21. The 
System buS 23 may be any of Several types of bus Structures 
including a memory bus or memory controller, a peripheral 
bus, and a local bus using any of a variety of bus architec 
tures. The System memory includes read only memory 
(ROM) 24 and random access memory (RAM) 25. A basic 
input/output System (BIOS) 26, containing the basic routines 
that help to transfer information between elements within 
the personal computer 20, Such as during Start-up, is Stored 
in ROM 24. The personal computer 20 further includes a 
hard disk drive 27 for reading from and writing to a hard disk 
60, a magnetic disk drive 28 for reading from or writing to 
a removable magnetic disk 29, and an optical disk drive 30 
for reading from or writing to a removable optical disk 31 
such as a CD ROM or other optical media. 
The hard disk drive 27, magnetic disk drive 28, and 

optical disk drive 30 are connected to the system bus 23 by 
a hard disk drive interface 32, a magnetic disk drive inter 
face 33, and an optical disk drive interface 34, respectively. 
The drives and their associated computer-readable media 
provide nonvolatile Storage of computer readable instruc 
tions, data Structures, program modules and other data for 
the personal computer 20. Although the exemplary environ 
ment described herein employs a hard disk 60, a removable 
magnetic disk 29, and a removable optical disk 31, it will be 
appreciated by those skilled in the art that other types of 
computer readable media which can Store data that is 
accessible by a computer, Such as magnetic cassettes, flash 
memory cards, digital Video disks, Bernoulli cartridges, 
random access memories, read only memories, and the like 
may also be used in the exemplary operating environment. 
A number of program modules may be stored on the hard 

disk 60, magnetic disk 29, optical disk 31, ROM 24 or RAM 
25, including an operating System 35, one or more applica 
tions programs 36, other program modules 37, and program 
data 38. A user may enter commands and information into 
the personal computer 20 through input devices Such as a 
keyboard 40 and a pointing device 42. Other input devices 
(not shown) may include a microphone, joystick, game pad, 
Satellite dish, Scanner, or the like. These and other input 
devices are often connected to the processing unit 21 
through a Serial port interface 46 that is coupled to the 
System bus, but may be connected by other interfaces, Such 
as a parallel port, game port or a universal Serial bus (USB). 
A monitor 47 or other type of display device is also 
connected to the System buS 23 via an interface, Such as a 
video adapter 48. In addition to the monitor, personal 
computers typically include other peripheral output devices, 
not shown, Such as Speakers and printers. 
The personal computer 20 may operate in a networked 

environment using logical connections to one or more 
remote computers, Such as a remote computer 49. The 
remote computer 49 may be another personal computer, a 
Server, a router, a network PC, a peer device or other 
common network node, and typically includes many or all of 
the elements described above relative to the personal com 
puter 20, although only a memory storage device 50 has 
been illustrated in FIG.1. The logical connections depicted 
in FIG. 1 include a local area network (LAN) 51 and a wide 
area network (WAN) 52. Such networking environments are 
commonplace in offices, enterprise-wide computer net 
Works, intranets and the Internet. 
When used in a LAN networking environment, the per 

sonal computer 20 is connected to the local network 51 
through a network interface or adapter 53. When used in a 
WAN networking environment, the person computer 20 
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typically includes a modem 54 or other means for establish 
ing communications over the WAN 52. The modem 54, 
which may be internal or external, is connected to the System 
bus 23 via the serial port interface 46. In a networked 
environment, program modules depicted relative to the 
personal computer 20, or portions thereof, may be Stored in 
the remote memory Storage device. It will be appreciated 
that the network connections shown are exemplary and other 
means of establishing a communications link between the 
computerS may be used. 

In the description that follows, the invention will be 
described with reference to acts and Symbolic representa 
tions of operations that are performed by one or more 
computer, unless indicated otherwise. AS Such, it will be 
understood that Such acts and operations, which are at times 
referred to as being computer-executed, include the manipu 
lation by the processing unit of the computer of electrical 
Signals representing data in a structured form. This manipu 
lation transforms the data or maintains it at locations in the 
memory System of the computer, which reconfigures or 
otherwise alters the operation of the computer in a manner 
well understood by those skilled in the art. The data struc 
tures where data is maintained are physical locations of the 
memory that have particular properties defined by the format 
of the data. However, while the invention is being described 
in the foregoing context, it is not meant to be limiting as 
those of skill in the art will appreciate that various of the acts 
and operation described hereinafter may also be imple 
mented in hardware. 

Turning to FIG. 2, an exemplary input/output device for 
implementing the present invention includes a general pur 
pose peripheral 70, including a processing unit 71, a periph 
eral memory 72, and a peripheral bus 73 that couples various 
peripheral components including the peripheral memory to 
the processing unit 71. The peripheral bus 73 may be any of 
Several types of bus structures including a memory bus or 
memory controller, and a local buS using any of a variety of 
bus architectures. The peripheral memory includes read only 
memory (ROM) 74 and random access memory (RAM) 75. 
The peripheral 70 can include a network interface 77, a 

Serial port interface 78, or another type of interface, Such as 
a Universal Serial Bus (USB) interface, or a Small Computer 
System Interface (SCSI). As will be known by one skilled in 
the art, any combination of Such interfaces can also be 
incorporated. The peripheral 70 also includes an input/ 
output engine 79, which can operate on various principles 
known in the art depending on the nature of the peripheral. 
For example, a printer peripheral could contain a print 
engine Such as inkjet printing, laser printing, dot matrix 
printing, daisy-wheel printing, thermal transfer printing, or 
dye Sublimation printing. Alternatively, a Scanner peripheral 
could provide for a Scan engine Such as negative Scanning, 
flatbed Scanning, handheld Scanning, or digital photography. 
The peripheral 70 can also have additional Storage, through 
the storage interface 80. Storage interface 80 could be 
connected to a PC card reader 81, a floppy drive 82, or any 
other internal or external Storage device as would be known 
in the art. 

As will be known by those skilled in the art, peripheral 70 
could be a printer, a fax machine, a copier, a Scanner, a 
digital camera, or a computer driven machine, Such as a 
Wood cutting machine, or a metal Stamping machine. The 
invention is directed to a System and a method for control 
ling Such peripherals, and is thus not intended to be limited 
to any one type of peripheral. For clarity only, the following 
description will be directed to a peripheral 70 which is a 
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6 
printer. However, as will be shown below, the invention is 
equally applicable to any peripheral. 

In accordance with the invention, and turning to FIG. 3, 
a connection between the printer 90 and the personal com 
puter 20 is shown. Resident on the personal computer 20 is 
a universal printer driver (unidriver) 100, and resident on the 
printer is a Generic Printer Description (GPD) file 102. The 
unidriver 100 interfaces with the operating system 35 and 
implements common printer driver functions. The GPD file 
102 contains the necessary instructions and information So 
that the universal printer driver 100 can tailor the common 
printer driver functions to the particular printer 90. The GPD 
file 102 can also direct the universal printer driver 100 to 
additional files 103 which contain information to aid the 
universal printer driver in preparing the commands to the 
printer. Such files can include an Image Color Management 
(ICM) profile, or font metrics, such as a Universal Font File 
(UFF). 
The GPD file 102 is a text file which contains all of the 

options which the printer 90 can possibly implement and the 
printer instructions to call those options. The options and 
instructions are presented in a Series of name-value pairs 
called entries, where the name is the name of the option and 
the value is the value which needs to be sent by the computer 
20 to the printer 90 to call the option. The GPD file 102 
divides Such entries into Sections, where each Section pro 
vides the necessary information to allow the unidriver 100 to 
present the options to the user through a user interface. The 
unidriver 100 parses the GPD file 102 in a manner known to 
those of skill in the art and thus learns the printer's capa 
bilities. The unidriver 100 creates a series of logical con 
nections between the functions it learned from the GPD file 
102, the necessary commands to the printer it learned from 
the GPD file, and the functions it can make available to the 
operating System 35. For illustrative purposes, an exemplary 
GPD file for a printer is attached in the appendix. 
When an application program 36 Seeks to produce hard 

copy output, it initiates the output of data by invoking a 
function of the Graphics Device Interface (GDI) and speci 
fying a destination. The GDI function will then call the 
corresponding function in the unidriver 100. The unidriver 
100 can then create printer commands based on the com 
mands learned from the GPD file 102. For example, a 
Specific printer 70 may be able to Support duplex printing, or 
printing on both sides of a sheet of paper Simultaneously. 
However, the unidriver 100 does not initially know how to 
instruct the printer to perform this task. The GPD file 102 
can contain the appropriate option name and value or code 
so that the unidriver 100 can instruct the printer 70 to 
perform duplex printing. The unidriver 100 learns these 
codes by reading the GPD file 102. The user interface, also 
obtained from the GPD file 102, can then present the option 
of duplex printing to the user. If the user Selects duplex 
printing through this user interface, the unidriver 100 sends 
the command to the printer 90, and the printer performs 
duplex printing. 
The user interface, as shown in FIG. 4, contains all of the 

options of the printer 90. The unidriver 100, in parsing the 
GPD file 102, has learned all of the printer 90 options, and 
has learned how to present them to the user. However, the 
unidriver 100 does not “know what those options do. For 
example, the user cannot instruct the unidriver 100 to print 
on both sides and expect that the unidriver 100 will know 
that printing on both sides is called “duplex” in the GPD file 
102. Thus, the unidriver 100 will only present the option 
called “duplex” to the user, and should the user choose to 
select it, the unidriver 100 will know how to request it from 
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the printer 90. Thus, as can be seen in FIG. 4, the options are 
underlined, indicating they can be changed by the user. For 
example, the “600 dpi” under the Print Quality heading 
could be changed to “300 dpi should the user so choose. 
However, the unidriver 100 will not present an option of 
“1200 dpi” unless the GPD file 102 contained such an entry. 
If the GPD file 102 did contain an entry for “1200 dpi” then 
that option would be presented to the user as well. 

Contained in the additional files 103 can be executable 
code, which can be transferred from the printer 90 to the 
computer 20 and executed without any incorporation by the 
unidriver 100. The unidriver 100 allows for such “drop-in” 
code. For example, if there was a particular option on the 
printer 90, for which no adequate user interface could be 
generated from the menu of user interface commands avail 
able through the unidriver 100, the GPD file 102 could 
Simply reference a Section of executable code which would 
bypass the unidriver entirely, by presenting the option to the 
user itself and then executing it on the printer 90 itself, 
without the aid of the unidriver. 

The unidriver 100 and corresponding minidrivers are 
described in more detail in U.S. Pat. No. 5,604.843 for a 
METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR INTERFACING WITH A 
COMPUTER OUTPUT DEVICE, assigned to the assignee 
of the present invention, and hereby incorporated by refer 
ence in its entirety. An alternative implementation using a 
unidriver 100 and a GPD file 102 is described in more detail 
in co-pending application Ser. No. 09/157,895, for a 
MODULAR AND EXTENSIBLE PRINTER DEVICE 
DRIVER AND TEXT BASED METHOD FOR CHARAC 
TERIZING PRINTER DEVICES FOR USE THEREWITH, 
also assigned to the assignee of the present invention, and 
also incorporated herein by reference in its entirety. 
The GPD file 102, together with the additional files 103 

can be located in the memory Storage of a peripheral 70. AS 
will be known by those skilled in the art, memory Storage 
can include the peripheral memory 72 as well as any other 
Storage Such as a PC card Storage 81, a floppy driver Storage 
82, a hard driver storage (not shown), or the like. When the 
peripheral 70 is connected to the computer 20, such as 
printer 90 as shown in FIG. 3, the computer 20 and the 
printer 90 exchange preliminary communications, in a man 
ner known in the art, to establish their presence to one 
another. The communications between the printer 90 and 
computer 20 use a known protocol, Such as the Simple 
Network Mail Protocol (SNMP). Once the computer 20 and 
the printer 90 have established their connection, the com 
puter 20 can load the appropriate Software, Such as the 
universal printer driver 100, since the peripheral 70 was a 
printer 90. Alternatively, a universal scanner driver could be 
loaded if the peripheral 70 was a scanner. The universal 
printer driver 100 queries the printer 90 for the GPD file 102 
resident in the printer memory Storage. For example, using 
the SNMP protocol, a GET command would be used. 
Specifically, the computer 20 would GET the value of one or 
more predefined Object Identifiers, or OIDs. When the 
connection is first established, the computer 20 does not 
know anything about the peripheral 70 to which it is 
attached. Thus a predefined OID must be used, such that the 
computer 20 can GET that OID every time and find, either 
a GPD file 102 or a pointer to the GPD file 102. 
The GPD 102 and additional files 103 are not required to 

be located in or near the physical peripheral 70. Thus, they 
could be located on a remote Storage unit, or on a different 
peripheral 110. For example, a corporation could set up a 
series of printers 90 as a printer bank 114, as shown in FIG. 
5. The peripheral 110 could act as a central receiving station 
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8 
for print jobs from the entire corporation. In Such a case, the 
peripheral 110 could contain a GPD file 112 and additional 
files 113 which represents the capabilities of all of the 
printers in the printer bank 96. Thus, even if only one of the 
printers in the printer bank 96 had the ability to print at 1200 
dpi, the GPD 112 contained in the peripheral 110 would 
contain an entry detailing Such an option, and the appropri 
ate command to the computer 20. The peripheral 110 would, 
in turn, control the printer bank 114. For example, when a 
computer 20 Submitted a print job which required printing at 
1200 dpi, the computer would instruct the peripheral 110 to 
do the job. The peripheral 110 could then send that job to the 
appropriate printer 90 in the printer bank 114, which could 
print at Such a resolution. 
The GPD 112 and additional files 113 contained on the 

peripheral 110 could contain entries whose values were not 
printer 90 codes, but rather peripheral 110 codes. The GPD 
112 would, therefore, provide the computer 20 with the 
necessary codes to instruct the peripheral 110 to perform the 
appropriate tasks. The peripheral 110 would then translate 
the instruction received from the computer 20 into the 
appropriate instruction to the particular printer 90 to which 
the print job was ultimately being Sent. 

Thus, the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 5 contains two 
levels of commands: the GPD 112 resident on the peripheral 
110 would teach the computer 20 how to instruct the 
peripheral 110, and the GPD files 102 resident on the 
printers 90 would teach the peripheral 110 how to instruct 
each of the printers 90. As would be obvious to one of skill 
in the art, the present invention lends itself to Such layering. 
The GPD 102 and additional files 103 could also be 

located on a server computer, such as on a LAN or on the 
Internet. As shown in FIG. 6, a manufacturer's web site 120, 
for example, could contain the latest versions of the GPD 
122 and additional files 123, implementing the latest options 
for the printer 90. Thus, if the manufacturer developed a new 
envelope feeder for the printer 90, the appropriate entry 
could be immediately placed in the GPD 122. For example, 
using SNMP, when the computer 20 tried to GET the 
predefined OID at which it could expect a GPD 102, the 
computer could instead find a pointer to the server 120. As 
would be known by those skilled in the art, a pointer would 
be a protocol Specified name or address. Thus, the computer 
20, following the pointer found at the predefined OID, could 
make a connection 126 via the Internet 130, for example, to 
the server 120 and find the latest version of the GPD 122 and 
additional files 123. In this way, the computer 20 would read 
the GPD file 122 from the server 120, and thereby obtain the 
latest printer information. 

Other types of peripherals, in addition to printers, also 
lend themselves to be controlled in the above disclosed 
manner. For example, a universal Scanner driver could read 
input from a Generic Scanner Description (GSD) file for a 
scanner. As in the case of a printer GPD 102, the scanner 
GSD could be a text-based file containing options in name 
value entries. The GSD could then be stored in a Scanner 
memory Storage, or on a remote Server, allowing the com 
puter 20 to learn the Scanner options and instructions with 
out requiring the user to find the correct GSD. 

All of the references cited herein, including patents, 
patent applications, and publications, are hereby incorpo 
rated in their entireties by reference. 

In view of the many possible embodiments to which the 
principles of this invention may be applied, it should be 
recognized that the embodiments described herein with 
respect to the drawing figures are meant to be illustrative 
only and should not be taken as limiting the Scope of 
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invention. For example, those of Skill in the art will recog 
nize that the elements of the illustrated embodiment shown 
in Software may be implemented in hardware and Vice versa 
or that the illustrated embodiments can be modified in 
arrangement and detail without departing from the Spirit of 
the invention. Therefore, the invention as described herein 
contemplates all Such embodiments as may come within the 
Scope of the following claims and equivalents thereof. 

I claim: 
1. A computer System for controlling a peripheral by a 

computing device via a peripheral driver comprising a 
universal peripheral driver component and a text based 
generic peripheral description file component, wherein the 
universal peripheral driver component is physically Separate 
from the text based generic peripheral description file com 
ponent, the computer System comprising: 

the computing device, wherein the computing device 
comprises the universal peripheral driver component; 

the peripheral, wherein the peripheral comprises a periph 
eral memory Storage, and wherein the peripheral com 
municates with the computing device by way of a 
network protocol; 

the text based generic peripheral description file compo 
nent containing a text based characterization of the 
peripheral, the text based characterization containing 
an implementation of device Specific device driver 
functions, wherein the text based generic peripheral 
description file component is located using at least one 
pre-defined object identifier value, and wherein the text 
based generic peripheral description file component is 
accessed by the computing device by referencing the 
peripheral memory storage in accordance with the 
network protocol; and 

the universal peripheral driver component which incor 
porates the text based characterization obtained from 
the generic peripheral description file component, the 
universal peripheral driver component implementing 
the device Specific device driver functions to control 
the peripheral in accordance with the incorporated text 
based characterization. 

2. The computer system of claim 1 wherein the text based 
generic peripheral description file component is Stored in the 
peripheral memory Storage. 

3. The computer system of claim 1 wherein the text based 
generic peripheral description file component is Stored in a 
remote memory Storage, wherein the remote memory Stor 
age is pointed to by a pointer contained in the peripheral 
memory Storage. 

4. The computer system of claim 1 wherein the network 
protocol is Simple Network Mail Protocol (SNMP). 

5. The computer System of claim 4 wherein the computing 
device obtains the text based generic peripheral description 
file component by Sending a GET request to the peripheral 
for the at least one pre-defined object identifier value. 

6. The computer system of claim 1 wherein the peripheral 
is a printer. 

7. The computer system of claim 1 wherein the peripheral 
is a Scanner. 

8. At least one computer-readable medium having Stored 
thereon one or more computer-executable components com 
prising: 

a universal peripheral driver component of a device 
driver, the device driver comprising the universal 
peripheral driver component and a text based generic 
peripheral description file component, wherein the uni 
Versal peripheral driver component is physically Sepa 
rate from the text based generic peripheral description 
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10 
file component, and wherein further the universal 
peripheral driver component implements device Spe 
cific functions to control a peripheral in accordance 
with a text based characterization obtained by the 
universal peripheral driver component from the text 
based generic peripheral description file component, 
wherein the text based generic peripheral description 
file component is accessed by querying the peripheral, 
in accordance with a network protocol, for at least one 
pre-defined object identifier value. 

9. The at least one computer-readable medium of claim 8 
wherein the network protocol is Simple Network Mail 
Protocol (SNMP). 

10. The at least one computer-readable medium of claim 
9 wherein querying the peripheral comprises Sending a GET 
request to the peripheral for the at least one pre-defined 
object identifier value. 

11. The at least one computer-readable medium of claim 
8 wherein the at least one pre-defined object identifier value 
is used to locate an area of memory Storage of the peripheral 
containing the text based generic peripheral description file 
component. 

12. The at least one computer-readable medium of claim 
8 wherein the at least one pre-defined object identifier value 
is used to locate an area of memory Storage of the peripheral 
containing a pointer to a Second memory Storage location, 
the Second memory Storage location containing the text 
based generic peripheral description file component. 

13. The at least one computer-readable medium of claim 
8 wherein the peripheral is a printer. 

14. The at least one computer-readable medium of claim 
8 wherein the peripheral is a scanner. 

15. A method for controlling a peripheral by a computer 
via a peripheral driver comprising a universal peripheral 
driver component and a text based generic peripheral 
description file component, wherein the universal peripheral 
driver component is physically Separate from the text based 
generic peripheral description file component, the method 
comprising the Steps of: 

accessing, by the universal peripheral driver component, 
a text based generic peripheral description file compo 
nent, wherein the universal peripheral driver compo 
nent is located on the computer, and wherein the text 
based generic peripheral description file component is 
accessed in accordance with a network protocol and is 
accessed by reference to a pre-defined location of 
memory Storage of the peripheral; 

reading, by the universal peripheral driver component, 
device Specific device driver functions from a text 
based characterization contained in the text based 
generic peripheral description file component; and 

implementing, by the universal peripheral driver compo 
nent, the device Specific device driver functions to 
control the peripheral in accordance with the text based 
characterization. 

16. The method of claim 15 wherein the network protocol 
is Simple Network Mail Protocol (SNMP). 

17. The method of claim 16 wherein the universal periph 
eral driver component accesses the text based generic 
peripheral description file component by Sending a GET 
request to the peripheral for at least one pre-defined object 
identifier value. 

18. The method of claim 17 wherein the at least one 
pre-defined object identifier value is used to locate the 
pre-defined location of memory Storage of the peripheral. 

19. The method of claim 15 wherein the pre-defined 
location of memory Storage of the peripheral contains a 
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pointer to a Second memory Storage location, the Second 21. The method of claim 15 wherein the peripheral is a 
memory Storage location containing the text based generic SCC. 
peripheral description file component. 

20. The method of claim 15 wherein the peripheral is a 
printer. k . . . . 
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