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This invention relates to devices for providing shelf 
space, and more particularly to a shelf device which can 
be locked securely into place. 

In the past it has been the practice to employ U-shaped 
spring clips to hold brackets in self standards. No means 
have been provided to lock these clips in place. They, 
therefore, have not held such brackets securely. 

In accordance with the device of the present invention, 
the above-described and other disadvantages of the prior 
art are overcome by providing a retainer clip to hold a 
shelf bracket in place on a standard. As is conventional, 
a standard has a column of vertically spaced slots therein. 
The shelf bracket has means to hook through and over one 
of the slots. In accordance with the invention a plate is 
provided having a vertical projecting tongue at its upper 
end to extend into one of the slots. The plate also has a 
rearwardly and downwardly projecting spring finger to 
snap into slot in which the bracket hook means projects. 
The spring finger, therefore, holds the bracket on the 
standard by bearing downwardly thereon. 

In accordance with a special feature of the present in 
vention, the bracket has an upwardly extending projection 
at its forward end. A shelf panel is then placed on the 
bracket abutting the bracket projection and lying contigu 
ous to the plate to lock it in place. 

In accordance with another feature of the invention, the 
distance between the tongue and the spring finger of the 
clip is such that the clip resiliently snap-fits into place. 
The above-described and other advantages of the pres 

ent invention will be better understood from the following 
description when considered in connection with the ac 
companying drawings. 

In the drawings, which are to be regarded as merely 
illustrative: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a shelf device construct 
ed in accordance with the present invention; 

FIG. 2 is a vertical sectional view through a standard 
thereof taken on the line 2-2 shown in FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a side elevational view, partly in section, de 

monstrating how the retainer clip of the present invention 
is assembled and removed from the standard; and 

FIG. 4 is an enlarged perspective view of the retainer 
clip constructed in accordance with the present invention. 

In FIG. 1 a shelf device 10 constructed in accordance 
with the invention is shown, including a pair of standards 
11 and 12 having a series of vertically placed slots 13 and 
14, respectively, therein. 

Shelf brackets 15 and 16 are provided. Each bracket 
is assembled with a corresponding standard in the manner 
illustrated in FIGS. 2 and 3. Standards 11 and 12 are 
identical. Brackets 15 and 16 are also identical. The 
Same is true of retainer clips 17 and 18 shown in FEG, 1. 
As shown in FIG. 2, bracket 15 has hooks 19 and 20 

which project through standard slots 21 and 22 and hook 
thereover. 

Retainer clip 17 includes a plate 23 having a tongue 24 
that extends inwardly through a standard slot 25 and up 
Wardly behind standard 11. Clip 17 also has a spring 
finger 26 which extends through the standard slot 21 and 
bears downwardly against bracket 15. 
As shown in FIG. 1, bracket 15 has an upwardly ex 

tending projection 28. A glass shelf panel 29 is located 
on brackets 15 and 16 between clips 17 and 18, and cor 
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2 
responding projections 28 and 28 on brackets 15 and 16, 
respectively. 

Brackets 15 and 16, retainer clip 17 and 18, and shelf 
panel 29 may be removed from standards 11 and 12 and 
positioned anywhere along the length of the standards as 
illustrated in FIG. 3. In the event, shelf panel 29 is re 
moved from bracket 15, and retainer clip 17 is rotated 
downwardly in the direction of arrow 30 and removed 
from standard slot 25. Bracket 15 may be removed from 
standard 11 simply by raising it and pulling hooks 19 and 
20 through slots 21 and 22, respectively. 
From the foregoing it will be appreciated that by use of 

the retainer clip of the present invention and the shelf 
panel 29 between a retainer clip and a bracket projection 
28, retainer clip 17 securely is locked in position on stand 
ard 11. 
Although only one specific embodiment of the present 

invention has been described and illustrated herein, many 
changes and modifications will suggest themselves to those 
skilled in the art. A single embodiment has been selected 
for this disclosure for the purpose of illustration only. 
The present invention should, therefore, not be limited to 
the embodiment so selected, the true scope of the inven 
tion being defined only in the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. In a shelf holder including a standard having a 

plurality of vertical slots therein and a shelf bracket hav 
ing means to hook through and over one of said slots, a 
retainer clip to hold the bracket in place on said standard, 
said clip comprising: a plate having a vertically projecting 
tongue at its upper end to extend into one of said slots; and 
a rearwardly and downwardly projecting spring finger to 
snap into the slot in which the bracket hook means pro 
jects and to hold the same on said standard by bearing 
downwardly thereon. 

2. A shelf device comprising: a pair of standards hav 
ing a plurality of vertically spaced slots therein; a pair of 
shelf brackets, each of said brackets having a pair of rear 
hooks to extend through a pair of said slots and over the 
bottom thereof, each of said brackets having an upwardly 
extending projection at its forward end; a shelf panel on 
Said brackets abutting said bracket projection; and a re 
tainer clip held between each of said standards and said 
panel, each of said clips including a plate having a verti 
cally projecting tongue at its upper end to extend into one 
slot and a rearwardly and downwardly projecting spring 
finger to Snap into a slot into which the uppermost hook in 
each bracket projects and to hold each bracket on said 
standard by bearing downwardly thereon, each tongue ex 
tending through its corresponding slot and upwardly be 
hind said standard, the distance between said tongues and 
said fingers being such that said clips resiliently snap fit 
into place. 

3. In a shelf holder including a standard having a 
plurality of vertical slots therein and a shelf bracket hav 
ing means to hook through and over one of said slots, a 
retainer clip to hold the bracket in place on said standard, 
Said clip comprising: a plate having a projection at its 
upper end to extend into another slot in said standard 
above said one slot and to fit contiguous to the upper end 
of said other slot, said plate also having a vertical slot in 
the lower end thereof dividing it into two legs to straddle 
the upper edge of said shelf bracket the upper end of said 
plate slot resting on the upper edge of said shelf bracket, 
whereby vertical movement of said shelf bracket hook 
means out of said one slot is restrained by the contiguous 
fit of said plate between the upper edge of said shelf brack 
et and the upper end of said other slot. 

4. A shelf device comprising: a standard having a plu 
rality of vertically spaced slots therethrough; a shelf brack 
et, said bracket having a rearwardly extending projection 
hooking through and over the lower end of one of said 
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standard slots, said bracket having an upwardly extending 
projection at its forward end; a plate contiguous to said 
standard, said plate having a projection at its upper end 
extending into another slot in said standard above said one 
slot and fitting contiguous to the upper end of said other 
slot, said plate having a lower portion fitting contigous to 
the upper edge of said bracket, whereby vertical move 
ment of said rear bracket projection out of said one slot 
is restrained by the contiguous fit of said plate between 
the upper edge of said shelf bracket and the upper end of 
Said other slot; and a shelf panel on said bracket positioned 
between said contiguous to said plate and said forward 
bracket projection, whereby said plate is locked in posi 
tion contiguous to said standard. 

5. The invention as defined in claim 4, wherein said 
plate has a vertical slot in the said lower portion thereof 
dividing it into two legs contiguously straddling the upper 
edge of Said shelf bracket, the end of said plate at the 
upper end of said slot therethrough resting on the upper 
edge of said shelf bracket. 

6. A shelf device comprising: a pair of parallel, vertical 
standards, each standard having a plurality of vertically 
spaced slots therethrough; a shelf bracket for each stand 
ard, each bracket having a rearwardly extending projec 
tion hooking through and over the lower end of one cor 
responding slot in each standard, each bracket having an 
upwardly extending projection at its forward end; a plate 
contiguous to each standard, each plate having a first pro 
jection at its upper end extending through another slot in 
each standard above said one corresponding slot there 
through, each said first projection extending horizontally 
through each corresponding standard slot contiguous to 
the upper end thereof and then extending vertically up 
Ward above the upper end of each said slot contiguous to 
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4. 
but behind each corresponding standard, each said plate 
having a vertical slot through the lower end thereof in 
vertical alignment with each corresponding first projection 
dividing each plate into two legs contiguously straddling 
the upper edge of a corresponding shelf bracket, each plate 
having a second projection extending rearwardly from the 
top of each slot therethrough into said one corresponding 
slot in each standard, each said second projection resting 
upon the upper edge of each corresponding shelf bracket, 
said first and second projections fitting contiguous to their 
corresponding standard slots and thereby preventing any 
substantial movement of each said plate in any direction 
while being positioned against each corresponding stand 
ard; and a shelf panel on the upper edges of said brackets 
positioned between and contiguous to said plates and said 
forward bracket projections, each plate thereby being held 
in a secured position by said panel locked flat against each 
corresponding standard. 
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