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To all whom It may conceriv: '

Be it known that we, SmoN CULLEN and
CarvEr C. BRowN, of Alexandria, in the
parish of Rapides and State of Louisiana,
have invented a new and Improved Folding
Ladder and Guard for Sleeping- Berths, of
which the following is a full, clear, and exact
deseription.

This invention relatestoaladderattachment
for sleeping-berths, and has for ils object to
provide a ladder by means of which a person
can readily get into and out of a berth, which
can be used as a guard to keep a person from
falling out of a Dberth, and which can be
folded up out of the way when not in use.

The invention consists in a ladder attach-
ment for sleeping-berths constructed and ar-
ranged as hereinafter deseribed and claimed.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a partof this specification,
in which similar figures of reference indicate
corresponding parts in both the views.

Figure 1 is a view of a ladder in extended
position from a berth, and constructed and
arranged in accordance with this invention.
Fig. 2 is a view thereof secured lengthwiseto
the side of the berth and serving as a gnard
to prevent the occupant of the berth from
falling out.

This invention is intended to obviate the
difficulty in getting in and out of the upper
berths of ships, steamboats, sleeping-cars, &e.,
and is adapted to be used with folding berths,
and folded up with the berth when not in use.

1 indicates .a folding ladder with steps 2,
having their folded ends 3 engaging staples
4 in the uprights 5 of the ladder, thereby form-
ing hinges, so that the steps and uprights
majy be folded up together in either direction.
The ladder 1 is preferably made of metal, so
as to be strong and durable, the metal being
thin enough to render the ladder sufficiently
light. .

The ladder 1 is attached to a bexrth, 6, by
means of a chain, 7, connected at one end to
a metallic plate, 8, secured to the inside of
the berth and at the other end to one of the
uprights 5 of the ladder. The chain 7is of
a sufficient length to permit the ladder 1 to

be swung over the side of the berth. When
the ladder is not required for use, it may be
folded up and placed in the berth beneath
the mattress.

When itis desired to ascend into or descend
from the berth, the ladder is suspended from
the side of the berth by chain 7 and a hook, 9,
on the other upright, 5, which engages the
edge of the bunk or berth.

To use the ladder as a guard to prevent the
occupant of the berth from falling ouf, the
ladder is extended along the edge of the
berth and is secured thereto by pins 10, piv-
oted on the inside of the berth and engaging
holes 11 in the adjacent upright 5, and by
means of the hook 9 engaging the perforated
end 12 of an arm, 13, pivoted to the inside
of the berth.- When the pins 10 and‘arm 13
are not in use, they may be folded up inside
of the berth. In this position the ladder is
held in partly-unfolded position by hook 9,
as shown, thereby forming a barrier or guard
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to prevent the occupant of the berth from

falling ount.

By means of this invention as set forth it
will be seen that a convenient and useful de-
vice is provided for getting in and out of up-
per berths and for retaining the occupant in
the berth.

While we have setforth a specific construe-
tion of parts, we do not intend to limit our-
selves thereto, as the parts may be varied
without departing from the essential features
of the invention.

Having thus described our invention, what
we claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is— :

1. The combination, with a sleeping-berth,
of a folding ladder and detachable guard for
the edge of the berth, substantially as shown
and described.

9. The combination, with a sleeping-berth,
of a folding ladder and jointed connection by
means of which the ladder may be swang in
and out of and suspended from the berth,
substantially as shown and described.

3. The combination, with the berth 6, hav-
ing pivoted arm 13, with perforated end 12
at the end of the berth and pivoted pins 10 at
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the side of the berth, of the folding ladder 1,
having steps 2, with their ends hinged to the
uprights 5 by means of folded ends 3 engag-
ing staples 4, and one of the uprights 5 hav-
ing holes 11 and connected by a chain, 7, with
the inside of berth 6, and the other upright
having a hook, 9, substantially as shown and
described.

4. The combination, with a sleeping-berth,
10 of a ladder having folding steps and uprights

and a chain connecting one of the uprights

“with the inside of the berth; and a hook on

the other upright adapted to engage the edge
of the berth, substantially as shown and de-
scribed.
SIMON CULLEN.
CARVER C. BROWN.
‘Witnesses:
R. M. KILPATRICK,
D. V. WAFFORD.




