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This invention relates to an educational toy 
and has for its object the provision of a simple 
and instructive toy which develops a child's faC 
ulty for visualizing contours and proportional 
Sizes of objectS. 
The invention consists in a base member having 

various specially shaped apertures therein and 
a block which may be inserted in each of the 
apertures by its manipulation into Various p0 
sitions. The block is shaped such that it presents 
three totally different contours when viewed from 
the front, top, and end, respectively. In deter 
mining the position of the block required for in 
serting it into any of the apertures of the base 
member a child is required to coordinate a par 
ticular contour of the block with the shape of the 
aperture. 
A toy constructed in accordance with my in 

vention is shown in the accompanying draWings 
Wherein: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the base men 
ber of my invention. 

Figure 2 is a perspective view of the block mem 
ber. 
Figures 3, 4 and 5 are front, top and end views 

respectively of the block shown in Figure 2. 
Referring to Figure 2 there is shown a block 

0 generally cylindrical in form and having four 
similar corner portions removed therefron. AS is 
best shown in Figure 5, when viewed from an end, 
the block's contour resembles that of a croSS With 
surfaces 2 and f4 parallel to the central axis 
of the cylinder and surfaces 6 and 8 perpen 
dicular to said axis. The perimeter of the block 
When viewed from the top is circular as is shown 
at 20 in Figure 4. Midway between the top and 
bottom surfaces, 23 and 24 respectively, the block 
is circumferentially grooved as at 26. Similar 
grooves 28 and 30 extend transversely of the top 
and bottom surfaces along the midline thereof. 
It will be observed that when the block is viewed 
from the front as in Figure 3 it presents a Square 
contour with a recess at the midpoint of each side. 

Referring now to Figure 1 there is shown a rec 
tangular base member 32 provided with three 
apertures 34, 36, and 38. Aperture 34 is shaped 
to cooperate with the end contour of block 0 to 
permit insertion of the block endwise in the aper 
ture. Likewise aperture 36 is circular and is 
adapted to receive the block only in the upright 
or inverted positions. Aperture 38 is Substan 
tially square with transverse projections 40 ex 
tending along the midline of each Side. It Will 
be observed that this aperture conforms to the 
contour of the block when viewed from the front 
or rear and is adapted to receive the block when it 
is manipulated to this corresponding position. 
Thus it will be seen that I have provided a toy 

which is entertaining as Well as instructive. Un 
like other toys of this nature, Such as puzzles and 
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the like, it consists of only two parts and is there 
fore not aS apt to be rendered unusable through 
loSS of one of the component parts. Although I 
have shown and described only one form of the 
in Vention, it is to be understood that a multitude 
of Other forms are possible within the Scope of 
my invention, the important feature being the 
dissimilarity of the contours rather than the par 
ticular contours described. 
I claim: 
1. An educational toy comprising a block hav 

ing top, side and front peripheral contours Sub 
stantially round, rectangular, and CrOSS-Shaped 
and a base member having three apertures 
therein corresponding respectively in Size and 
shape to each of Said top, side, and front con 
tours of Said block, Said block having a groove 
extending around the periphery of Said round 
contour and said base having a projection on one 
of the sides of said rectangular aperture corre 
Sponding in size and Shape to Said groove, the 
edges of said block being shaped so as to inter 
fere with Said projection on the rectangular aper 
ture on said base when the block is presented 
to said rectangular aperture With said round con 
tour and to interfit with said projections when 
the block is presented to Said rectangular aper 
ture With Said rectangular contour. 

2. An educational toy comprising a block hav 
ing top, Side and front peripheral contours sub 
Stantially round, rectangular, and cross-shaped 
and a base member having three apertures 
therein corresponding respectively in size and 
shape to each of Said top, Side and front contours 
of Said block, Said block having a groove in one 
edge thereof extending substantially perpendic 
ular to Said rectangular contour and defining a 
recess in the periphery of Said rectangular con 
tour, said base having a projection on a side of 
Said rectangular aperture corresponding in size 
and Shape to Said recess, the length and Width of 
Said rectangular aperture being at least as large 
as the diameter of Said circular aperture, the 
edges of Said block being Shaped so as to inter 
fere with Said projection on said rectangular 
aperture when the block is presented to said rec 
tangular aperture with Said round contour and to 
interfit With Said projection when the block is 
presented to Said rectangular aperture with said 
rectangular contour. 
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