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(57) Abstract: An apparatus and system are disclosed for
an in-server storage area network ("SAN"). A first stor-
age controller 152a is included within a first server 112a.
The first storage controller 152a controls at least one stor-
age device 154a. The first server 112a includes a network
interface 156a shared by the first server 112a and the first
storage controller 152a. A storage communication module
162 is included that facilitates communication between the
first storage controller 152a and at least one device external
to the first server 112a, where the communication between
the first storage controller 152a and the external device is
independent from the first server 112a. An in-server SAN
module 164 is included that services a storage request us-
ing at least one of a network protocol and a bus protocol.
The in-server SAN module 164 services the storage request
independent from the first server 112a, the service request
received from a client 114.
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