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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Jouxn W. ALTMYER, a
citizen of the United States,residing at Spring-
ville, in the county of Linn and State of Iowa,
have invented a new and useful Metallic
Fence-Post, of which the following is a specifi-
cation.

The invention relates to improvements in
metallic fence-posts.

The object of the present invention is to im-
prove the construction of metallic fence-posts
and to provide a simple, inexpensive, and
efficient one of great strength and durability
designed to be constructed of electrically-
welded material and capable also of being ad-
vantageously employed as a telegraph or tele-
phone pole.

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide a metallic post of this character having
a plurality of uprights or standards and con-
necting-braces and to enable the braces to be
connected at different points, so that only two
pieces of metal will be joined at the same
point, thereby greatly hmhtatmcr the weld-
ing of such pqrtq

With these and other objects in view the in-
vention consists in the construction and novel
combination and arrangement of parts here-
inafter fully described, illustrated in the ac-
companying drawings, and pointed out in the
claims hereto appended, it being understood
that various changes in the form, proportion,
size, and minor details of construction within
the scope of the claims may be resorted to
without departing from the spirit or sacrific-
ing any of the advantages of the invention.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is an elevation of
a metallic fence-post constructed in accord-
ance with this invention, the lower portion
being broken away. Fig. 2 is a perspective
view of the upper portion of the fence-post.
Fig. 3 is a horizontal sectional view of the
fence-post on the line 3 3 of Fig. 1.

Like numerals of reference designate corre-
spondmo parts i all the figures of the draw-
ings.

1 and 2 deSIgnate corner - uprights, con-
structed of sumitable metal and converged
slightly toward the top of the post, as clearly
illustrated ‘in Fig. 1 of the drawings. The

corner uprights or standards 1 are constructed
of a single piece of stout wire or other suit-
able material, which is. bent intermediate of
its ends to formn an arched top portion 3,
while the other standard or member, 2, is
bent or bowed over at its upper end to form
the curved top portion 4. The curved top
portion 4 is secured to the arched connecting
portion 3 at the center thereof by electrically
welding the parts; but any other suitable
means may be employed for securing the up-
rights or standards together at the top of the
post. The standards or uprights are con-
nected at each side of the post by horizontal
and inclined braces, and the braces of each
side consist of a 51n01e continuous piece of
wire or other materlal angularly bent to form
the horizontal and inclined braces, the bends
being sufliciently curved to prevent the ma-
terial from breaking thereat.

The bracing 5, which connects the stand-.

ards or uprights 1, consists of horizontal por-
tions 6 and 1nchned diagonally-disposed por-
tions 7, which are united or connected with
the uprights 1 at opposite sides thereof by
electrically welding the parts or by other
suitable means, electric welding being pref-
erable and the structure being especially de-
signed for such process or operation. The
spaces or intervals between the horizontal
braces or portions 6 of the post gradually in-
crease trom the top to the bottom of the same,
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and in practicethe postis preferably provided '

with eleven horizontal braces,-as indicated in
Figs. 1 and 2, the upper and lower portions
of.the post being shown in separate figures
for convenience of illustration; but any other
number of horizontal connecting portions
may be employed toprovide a post of the de-
sired size and strength.

The side bracings 8 and 9, which connect
the standards or uprights 1 with the standard
or upright 2, have their top horizontal por-
tions or braces located at points or elevations
different both from each other and from the
top horizontal brace or portion which con-
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nects the standards or uprights 1 with each -

other, and each ot the horizontal braces of the
several sets of bracingis located at a different
point, so that only two parts are connected at
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one and the same point, thereby greatly fa- !

cilitating the operation of electrically welding
the parts. Furthermore, this arrangement
of the braces at different points greatly in-
creases thestrength of the postand effectually
prevents the same from collapsing.

The lower ends of the uprights or stand-
ards, which are disposed in triangular form,

as clearly shown in Fig. 3, are connected by |

774,371

Having thus fully described my irivention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. A metallic post, triangular in cross-sec-
tion, comprising corner-uprights, and trans-

" verse braces extending substantially from the

a horizontal wire frame 10 of triangular form; .

but any other suitable material may be em-
ployed, as will be readily understood. The
bottom connecting or bracing frameis welded
or otherwise secured to the lower ends of the
uprights, and the lower portion of the postin
practice is designed to be embedded in the
ground, and it may be anchored in any de-
sired manner.

The lower end of the post is open to permit
posts to be nested, so as to occupy a compara-
tively small space when they are stored or in
transportation.

Tt will be seen that the post is exceedingly
simple and inexpensive in construction; that
it possesses great strength and durability,
owing to the trusses formed by the continu-

ous braces, and that it is adapted for use in °
all places where a light strong structure isde-

sirable.

top to the bottom of the post and connecting
the uprights at intervals, the braces of each
side of the post being attached to the adjacent
uprights at points between the points of at-
tachment of the braces of the opposite sides
of the said post, whereby only two parts or
pieces are united at the same point, substan-
tially as described,

2. A metallic post triangular in cross-sec-
tion, comprising corner-uprights, and con-
necting transverse braces, the braces of each
side of the post being zigzagly bent to form
horizontal and inclined portions, and the in-
clined portions gradually increasing in length
from the top to the bottom of the post, sub-
stantially as described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
niy own I have hereto affixed my signature in

| the presence of two witnesses.

JOHN W. ALTMYER.

Witnesses:
SAML. JAMES, Jr.,
C. F. BurLer.
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