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To all whom tt may concern:

Be it known that I, AntHONY JoHN
SAUERBIER, 2 citizen of the United States of
America, residing at Wellsville, in the county
of Columbiana and State of Ohio, have in-
vented new and useful Improvements in
Hand-Stamps, of which the following is a
specification. ’
. This invention relates to hand stamps, de-
signed more particularly for canceling post-
age stamps, but capable also of use as an
ordinary rubber hand stamp, and one of the
principal objects of the same is to provide
means whereby the type face of the stamp
will always have contact upon the paper or
stamped envelop whether the stamp 1s placed
evenly thereon or not.

Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide simple means for insuring the cancella-
tion of stamps without especial care being
taken by the operator to firmly press the
device against the envelop or stamp thereon.

These and other objects may be attained
by means of the construction illustrated in
the accompanying drawing, in which:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a hand
stamp or canceling device made in accord-
ance with my invention. Fig. 2 is a longi-
tudinal vertical section of the same.

Referring to the drawing for a more par-
ticular description of my invention, the nu-
meral 1 designates the type block to which
the rubber type 2 is secured in any suitable
manner. The type block is recessed upon

its upper face, as at 3, to provide seats for

one end of the spring 4. As shown in the
drawing three springs are utilized, but it
will be understood that any suitable number
may be employed, and for each spring a re-
cess 3 is formed in the upper face of the type
bar. Extending through the center of each
of the recesses 3 is a bolt 5; the heads 6 of
which are countersnnk or seated in recesses
in the lower face of said block, as shown in
Fig. 3. The handle block 22 is provided with
recesses 3% on the lower surface thereof, and
the upper ends of the springs 4 are seated in
said recesses, while the bolts 5 pass through
openings 4* extending centrally through the

recesses 3* and through the block, said bolts
being fitted with adjusting nuts 5* at their
upper ends. Secured to the upper face of
the block and centrally thereof is a metal
housing or bracket 6%, and the central bolt 5
is adapted to extend within said bracket
when the device is operated. A knob or
handle 72 is secured in place over the bracket
6* by means of a shank 8* which extends
through said knob or handle and is provided
with a nut 9* at its upper end.

Trom the foregoing it will be obvious that
my invention, when used as a hand stamp
or as a canceling device -for postage stamps,
when the type face is pressed upon the paper
or envelop containing a stamp, the type block
will yield relatively to the handle block and
will secure a good impression of the type
upon the paper; even should only one end of
the type block have contact on the paper
when first pressed thereon, owing to the ac-
tion of the springs 4. When it is desired to
secure the device to a canceling machine,
the knob 7* may be readily removed from
the shank 82 and the latter inserted in the
reciprocating member of the canceling ma-
chine and secured therein by means of a pin
passing through the hole 10* in said shank.

My invention is of simple construction, is
composed of few parts which cannot readily
get out of order. The springs 4 can be
readily adjusted to regulate the tension
thereof by means of the nuts 5%, and the
device as a whole, will be found very reliable
and eflicient for its various purposes.

Having thus described the invention, what
I elaim is:

1. A hand stamp comprising a type block,
recesses in the upper surface of sald type
block, springs seated in said recesses, a handle
block provided with recesses for the opposite
ends of said springs, bolts passing through
the type block and handle block, and pro-
vided with nuts for adjusting the tension of
said springs, a bracket or housing secured to
the handle block over the central bolt, and
provided with an upwardly extending shank,
and a handle or knob secured to said shank,
substantially as described.
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2. A canceling stamp comprising a type | a canceling machine, substantially as de-
block, and a handle block, springs interposed | scribed.

between said blocks, a housing or bracket In testimony whereof, I affix my signature
secured to the handle block over the central | in presence of two witnesses.

10

spring, a knob secured to said bracket by - ANTHONY JOIIN SAUERBIER.
meansof ashank extending from said bracket, Witnesses:
and means whereby said handle or knob Wirriam C. McMURRAY,

may be removed and the device attached to W. I, Haney.




