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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
2,636,631 

DISPLAY CONTA NER, 

John Williams, St. Petersburg, Fla. 
Application January 9, 1948, Serial No. 1,334 

(C. 217-9) 4 Claims. 

This invention relates to new and useful im 
provements in article carrying containers and 
the primary object of the present invention is 
provide a novel and improved chest for carrying 
articles for counter display. 
Another important object of the present inven 

tion is to provide a counter display chest includi 
ing an upper and lower half hinged to each other 
for opening thereof and embodying novel and im 
proved means for locking said halves in a closed 
position. 
Another object of the present invention is to 

provide a pair of hinged trunk sections having 
opposed open ends and including novel and in 
proved means for dividing the upper half into a 
closed compartment. 
A further object of the present invention is to 

provide a counter display chest all parts of which 
are quickly and readily disassembled facilitating 
the convenient transporting of the same. 
A still further aim of the present invention 

is to provide a counter display trunk that is sim 
ple and practical in construction, Strong and 
reliable in use, Srnal and compact in Structure, 
neat and attractive in appearance, relatively in 
expensive to manufacture, and otherwise well 
adapted for the purposes for which the same is 
intended. 
Other objects reside in the details of construc 

tion and operation as more fully hereinafter de 
scribed and claimed, reference being had to the 
accompanying drawings forming part hereof, 
wherein like numerals refer to like parts through 
out, and in which: 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of the present 

counter display chest; 
Figure 2 is a top plan view showing the present 

chest in an open position and the hinged parti 
tion in a locked position; 

Figure 3 is a transverse vertical sectional view 
taken Substantially on the plane of section line 
3-3 of Figure 2, and showing the hinged parti 
tion in an unlocked and raised position; 

Figure 4 is a similar view of Figure 3, and show 
ing the upper half in a closed and locked posi 
tion relative to the lower half; 

Figure 5 is a longitudinal vertical Sectional view 
taken substantially on the plane of Section line 
5-5 of Figure 2; and, 
Figure 6 is an enlarged fragmentary front eleva 

tional view of the lower half and showing the 
manner in which the latch bar is applied to the 
lower half. 
Referring now to the drawings in detail, where 

in for the purpose of illustration, there is dis 
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2 
closed a preferred embodiment of the present in 
vention, the numeral 0 represents the lower half 
of the present compartment or counter display 
chest generally, comprising a substantially rec 
tangular bottom 2, a pair of Spaced parallel end 
walls 4, a forward wall 6 and a rear wall 8. 

Fixedly secured to the outer face of the rear 
wall 8 is a plurality of longitudinally spaced lower 
anchor piates 2 each of which is provided with 
spaced pairs of bearing sleeves 22 and 24 which 
project upwardly from the upper longitudinal 
edge of the rear wall 8. Frictionally positioned 
between the sleeves 22 and 24 of each of the 
plates 20, are further sleeves 26 formed at one of 
the ends of a plurality of lower anchor plates 28 
that are secured to the outer face of the rear Wall 
3 of the upper half of the present invention 
which is designated generally by the numeral 32. 
These sleeves 22, 24 and 26 are removably coin 
nected by removable pivot pins 34 which facilitate 
the pivoted or hinged movement of the upper half 
32 relative to the lower half 10, and which may 
be retracted from the sleeves 22, 24 and 26 per 
mitting the upper and lower halves to be diser 
gaged or disassembled in a convenient manner. 

Rigidly secured to the outer face of the for 
ward wall 6, is a longitudinal base plate 36 that 
opposes a longitudinal guide groove or notch 38 
provided in the upper edge of the forward Wall 
6. Integrally formed with the upper arcuate 

edge 40 of the plate 36, that is coplanar with 
the upper edge of the forward wall 6, are spaced 
pairs of guide and locking sleeves 42 and 4 hav 
ing notches 48 and 48 therebetween that fric 
tionally engage the outwardly projecting web por 
tions 50 and 52 of a pair of substantially U-shaped 
locking plates 54 and 56 that are fixedly secured 
to the forward wall 38 of the upper half 32. 

Slidably mounted in the guide notch 38, is a 
locking latch designated generally by the nu 
meral 60 and which includes a pair of spaced 
parallel arms 62 and 64 which terminate in a 
rear offset locking bar 66 that slidably engages 
the pair of sleeves 42, and a forward offset lock 
ing bar 68 that slidably engages the pair of sleeves 
44. Fixed to the inner face of the forward wall f6 is a substantially rectangular strip 70 having 
an arcuate end portion 72 that frictionally en 
gages the arm 64 to guide the longitudinal move 
ment of the said locking latch 60' relative to the 
forward wall 6. Rigidly secured to the inner 
face of the forward wall f6 is a suitable stop 74 
that limits the outward movement of the lock 
ing latch 60 through an opening 76 in one of 
the end walls 4. A finger engaging lug 78 is 
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rigidly secured to the joined ends 80 of the arS 
62 and 64 facilitating the sliding movement of the 
locking latch 60. Slidably mounted in a vertical 
sleeve 82 at one end of the plate 36 adjacent at 
opening 84 in the plate 36 is a retaining bar 36 
having an angulated end portion 88 Which nor 
mally frictionally engages a shoulder 9 to pre 
vent outward movement of the locking latch 6. 
The numeral 92 represents a substantially rec 

tangular panel having a hinged dogr 9. that 1S 
provided with a finger receiving tab 9. Fixed 
to the panel 92 is a plurality of substantially 
U-shaped straps 98 and feo having looped pol' 
tions 92 and 04 that project outwardly from 
the longitudinal edges 26 and 98 of the panel 
ge and which oppose the looped portions and 
2 of further U-shaped straps , 4 and 6that, 

project outwardly from the longitudinal edges 
of the forward wall 58 and rear Wall 3 of the 
upper half 32. These looped portions 82 and : 

3, and the looped portions: 04 and 2 are con 
nected by removable pins 8. which also facili 
tate the pivotal movement of the panel 92 rela 
tive to the lower half to or the upper half 82, or 
the disengagement of the panel 92 from the up 
per half 32. 

Rigidly secured to the outer face of the upper 
wall 2 for the upper half 32, is a pair of longi 
tudinal strips (22 and 24 having their inner 
ends 26 and 28 folded inwardly upon then 
selves and fixed thereto, to provide opposed loopS 
13 and 32 that loosely engage U-shaped at 
taching elements 34 and 36 at the ends of a 
substantially rectangular hand grip and support 
ing plate 38. 

It should be noted, that the upper half 32 is Of 
a reduced depth that the lower half 8, however, 
when the upper half is pivoted to an open post 
tion as shown in Figure 3, with the bottom Wall 
2 bearing upon a supporting Surface, the Sup- 3. 
porting plate 38 will support the upper half 82 
so that the open end of the lower half is CO 
planar with the open end of the upper half. 

In view of the foregoing description taken in 
conjunction with the accompanying drawings it 5 
is believed that a clear understanding of the con 
struction, operation and advantages of the device 
will be quite apparent to those skilled in this art. 
A more detailed description is accordingly 
deemed unnecessary. 

It is to be understood, however, that even 
though there is herein shown and described a 
preferred embodiment of the invention the same. 
is susceptible to certain changes fully compre 
hended by the spirit of the invention as herein 5 
described and the scope of the appended claims: 
Having described the invention, what is claimed 

as new is: 
1. A counter display comprising a substantial 

ly rectangular body including upper and lower 
juxtapositioned halves each having a pair of end 
walls, a forward wall and a rear Wall joining said 
ead walls, hinge means connecting the rear Walls 
of said halves together and permitting the upper 
half to be swung over the lower half, the forward 
wall of said lower half including an upper edge, 
a first plurality of sleeves supported on the up 
per edge of the forward wall of said lower half, 

aligned with each other, the said sleeves bei 
forward wall of said upper half including a low: 
er edge overlying the edge of the forward Wall 
of said lower half when the upper half is dist 
posed over the lower half, a second plurality of 
sleeves supported on the said lower edge of said 
upper half, said sleeves of said second plurality 
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4. 
of sleeves being aligned with each other and with 
the sleeves of said first plurality of sleeves When 
the upper half is swung over the lower half, the 
forward wall of said lower half having an elon 
gated recess in its upper face and at its upper 
portion that extends to the upper edge of the for 
Ward Wall of said lower half, one end Wall of Said 
lower half having an opening therein in com 
munication with said recess, an elongated hori 
zontally, disposed locking member slidably re 
ceived in the recess and the opening and paral 
eling the upper edge of the forward wall of Said 
lower half, said locking member including first 
and second elongated rods, a finger carried by 
and upwardly offset from each rod, said fingers 
aligning said sleeves on said lower half and ex 
tending through the sleeves on both halves when 
the locking member is manually slid into the 
lower. half after the upper half is swung over the 
lower half, and means supported by said one 
end wall of said lower half engaging the locking 
member. and holding the locking member against 
sliding movement when the fingers are received 
in said sleeves. 

2. A counter display comprising a substantially 
rectangilar body including upper and lower jux 
tapositioned halves each having a pair of end 
walls, a forward wall and a rear wall joining said 
end walls, hinge means connecting the rear walls 
of Said halves together and permitting the upper 
half to be swung over the lower half, the forward 
wall of said lower half including a upper edge, a 
first plurality of sleeves supported on the upper 
edge of the forward wall of said lower half, said 

35 sleeves being aligned with each other, the forward 
wall of Said upper half including a lower edge 
overlying the edge of the forward wall of said 
lower half when the upper half is disposed over. 
the lower half, a second plurality of sleeves sup 
ported on the said lower edge of said upper half, 
Said sleeves of said second plurality of sleeves 
being aligned with each other and with the 
sleeves of said first plurality of sleeves when the 
upper half is swung over the lower half, the for 
ward wall of said lower half having an elongated 
recess in its upper face and at its upper portion 
that extends to the upper edge of the forward wall. 
of Said lower half, one end wall of said lower half 
having an opening therein in communication 
with said recess, an elongated horizontally dis. 
posed locking member slidably received in the 
recess and the opening and paralleling the upper 
edge of the forward wall of said lower half, said 
locking member including first and second elon 
gated rods, a finger carried by and upwardly, off 
set from each rod, said fingers aligning said 
sleeves on said lower half and extending through 
the sleeves on both halves when the locking mem. 
ber is manually slid into the lower half after the 
upper half is swung over the lower half, saidlock 
ing member including an end manually movable 
outwardly through said opening, means carried 
by the forward wall of said lower half within said 
recess slidably supporting the locking member, a 
vertical guide Supported by said one end v 
said lower half and opposing said ope 
bar slidably carried by said guide and e --- 
said end of said locking member to retain the 
locking member in the container and the fingers 
engaged in the sleeves on both halves. 

3. The combination of claim 1 and a glosure 
member hinged to the rear wall of said upper haif 
and swingable toward and away from the fore 
ward wall of Said upper half, further sleeves 
mounted on said closure member aligned with 
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the sleeves on said upper half and the sleeves on 
the lower half when the upper half is disposed 
over the lower half and sleeves on said closure 
member also receiving said fingers. When the 
locking member is moved into the container after , 
the upper half is swung over the lower half. 

4. A container including a hollow substantially 
rectangular body including upper and lower 
halves each including a forward Wall, a rear Wall 
and a pair of end walls joined by said forward 
and rear walls, said rear wall of said upper half 
being hinged to the rear Wall of Said lower half 
to permit the upper half to be SWung Over the 
lower half, the forward walls of said halves being 
flush when the halves are disposed One above 
the other, sleeves carried by the forward Wall 
of the upper half and being aligned with each 
other, additional sleeves carried by the forward 
wall of the lower half and aligned With each 
other and also aligned with the sleeves on the g 
upper half. When the halves are disposed. One 
above the other, said forward wall of said lower 
half having a recess in its inner face communi 
cating with said sleeves on said lower half, one 
end Wall of Said lower half having an Opening 
in registry with said recess, an elongated lock 
ing member slidably received in said recess and 
having a finger portion aligned with said sleeves 
of Said lower half, Said locking member also in 
cluding an end portion manually movable out 
Wardly through said opening, the end portion of 
Said locking member being moved into the lower 
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6 
half to position said finger portion in the sleeves 
of said lower and upper halves when the halves 
are disposed one above the other, and a retain 
ing rod slidably carried by said one end wall of 
Said lower half and movable into and out of Said 
opening and acroSS the Said end portion of Said 
locking member to block movement of Said lock 
ing member from said lower half after the fingel 
portion is engaged in the sleeves of said upper 
and lower halves. 

JOHN WILLIAMS. 
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