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UNITED STATES 

2,131,267 

PATENT OFFICE 
2,131,267 

WAROROBE CASE 

Sanauel Blumenthal, Chicago, Ill., assignor of 
ene-half to Universal Trunk Company, Chicago, 
i., a corporation of Illinois 

Application February 26, 1937, Serial No. 127,864 
Claim. 

This invention relates to luggage or Wardrobe 
carriers of the suitcase type, and contemplates 
the provision of a luggage carrier embodying Such 
a construction that its capacity is materially in 
creased, without the necessity of making it con 
plicated, cumbersonne or costly. 

It is an object of this invention to provide a 
improved luggage carrier of the Suitcase type, 
having a wardrobe or garment receiver mounted 
therein, adapted to swing into an upright or ver 
tical position, but which when in such position, 
is disposed substantially entirely outside the main 
Section of the case so as to in no Wise interfere 
With the removal of any portion of the contents 
of the case, or occupy any space Within the main 
Section of the case Which might otherwise be 
used for packing purposes. 
Another object of this invention resides in the 

provision of an improved Wardrobe case having a 
garment or Wardrobe receiver Which is in the 
form of a tray adapted for disposition within the 
main section of the case, said tray having one 
end hinged in line with one Side Wall of the Imain 
section of the case, the pivot being so located that 
the receiver is disposed entirely outside the main 
Section when it is moved to a vertical position. 
A further object of this invention resides in 

the provision of an improved wardrobe case hav 
ing a garment or Wardrobe receiver Which is in 
the form of a tiray, closed at both ends but haw - 
ing an opening in the bottom Wall thereof ad 
jacent One end thereof, for permitting the pas 
Sage therethrough into the case of 3. portion of 
the gaments Supported in Said receivar, thereby 
providing an increased coinbined length for the 
garment receiver Without increasing the overall 
Size of the case proper. 
A still further object of the invention resides 

in the provision in a case of the character de 
Scribed of a garnent receiver closed at both ends, 
and One end of which is hinged in line With one 
side wall of the main section of the case, a portion 
of the bottom Wall of said receiver disposed ad 
jacent the hinged end thereof being cut away 
to permit the paSSage therethrough into the case 
of a portion of the garments disposed within the 
receiver, and a closure member for said opening 
adapted when in one position to lie fat against 
the bottom Wall of Said receiver, and wher: in 
another position to completely close Said opening, 
whereby said garment receiver may be used as a 
tray. 
A still further object of the invention is to 

provide in a wardrobe Case of the charac'er de 
Scribed, a novel and improved construction of 

(C. 190-41) 

garment receiver, closed at both ends and hav 
ing an opening adjacent one of said closed ends 
for communication with the main section of the 
case, whereby the lower portions of the gar 
ments disposed within said receiver may be re 
ceived through said opening and into the main 
Section of the case, and means for closing said 
opening so as to convert said garment receiver 
into a tray for said case. 
With the foregoing and other objects in view, 

Which will appear as the description proceeds, 
the invention consists in certain novel features 
of Construction, arrangement and combination 
of parts hereinafter fully described, illustrated 
in the accompanying drawings, and particularly 
pointed out in the appended claim, it being un 
derstood that various changes in the form, pro 
portion, size and minor details of the structure 
may be made without departing from the spirit 
or Sacrificing any of the advantages of the in 
Wention. 

Fig. 1 is a view in perspective of a wardrobe 
case embodying my invention, with the ward 
robe or garment receiver in vertical position; 

Fig. 2 is a view, partly in Section, and partly 
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in elevation, taken longitudiinally through the 
case With the garment receiver being shown in 
full lines in a horizontal position, and in dot and 
dash lines in a vertical position; 

Fig. 3 is a transverse sectional view taken sub 
stantially on line 3-3 of Fig. 1; 

Fig. 4 is a top plan View of the garrinent, re 
celver; 

Fig. 5 is a sectional view of the hinged con 
nection between the garment receiver and the 
end Wall of the main Section of the case taken 
Substantially on line 5-5 of Fig. 3. 

Fig. 6 is a Sectional view taken substantially 
on line 6-6 of Fig. 4; 

Fig. 7 is a sectional view taken substantially 
on line 7-7 of Fig. 3. 

Referring to the drawings more particularly by 
characters of reference, the numeral 2 desig 
nates the main section of a portable luggage 
carrier, to which the cover or lid is sui'ably 
hinged along One marginal edge, the cover being 
provided with conventional locking devices 2, 
and the main Section being provided with a 
handle 43 on its front wall, and another handle 
4 on One of its end walls. 
The main or bottom section of the case has 

end walls 5 and front and rear Walls 6, the 
latter being provided with pairs of opposed guide 
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2 
being channeled to receive therein the side mar 
ginal edges of partition members 9 and 20 re 
spectively. Although this arrangement makes it 
possible to remove the partitions 9 and 20, it is 
to be understood that that is not necessary, as 
said partition members may be permanently and 
rigidly secured in place if that should be neces 
Sary or desirable. 
The Space formed between the partition mem. 

ber 20 and the adjacent end wall 5 provides a 
vertical well or space 2, which forms a trans 
verse extension for a garment or Wardrobe re 
ceiving tray 22, to be presently more fully de 
scribed. The partition 9 divides the space be 
tween the partition 20 and the other end wall 
5 into Various article receiving Compartments 

which are normally closed by the receiver 22, 
and which thus forms an internal cover for the 
main section of the case. 
The garment receiver 22 is in the form of a 

tray of uniform height and is of a size Which is 
adapted to extend Substantially across the full 
width and length of the main Section of the case, 
said receiver having the bottom wall 23, the end 
walls 24 and 25, and the side walls 26. The end 
Wall 25 is provided adjacent its side edges With 
the hinge members 27, which are adapted for co 
operation with complementary hinge members 
28 secured to the upper inner edge of the end 
wall 5 of the main Section. The hinged Con 
nections 2-28 are so arranged that when the 
receiver is in its horizontal position, the Sane 
may be readily lifted out from the main Section 
of the case without necessitating disconnection 
or manipulation of the hinged members, but at 
the same time Will bring about a hinged connec 
tion between the receiver and the end Wall of 
the main section when the receiver is moved to 
its vertical position. Suitable finger openings 29 
are provided in each end wall of the receiver for 
facilitating in lifting the same from the case. 
The end wall of the receiver ortray 22 remote 

from the hinged end thereof is provided with a 
substantially U-shaped bracket 3) secured to the 
inner face of the end wall 24 intermediate the 
end thereof, one leg portion of said bracket be 
ing adapted to receive thereon a plurality of 
hangers 3, each one of which is provided ad 
jacent its upper edge with a slot 32 by means of 
Which the Said hanger is mounted on the bracket 
33. To prevent the accidental displacement of 
the hanger from the bracket, there is provided a 
spring member 33, one end of which is secured to 
one leg portion of the bracket 38, and the other 
end of which is adapted to resiliently rest against 
the upper portion of the opposite leg of said U 
shaped bracket as shown more fully in Fig. 2 of 
the drawings. The hangers 3i are also provided 
with hooks 34, which are pivotally connected 
thereto and normally are in the position illus 
trated in Fig. 4, but which may be moved about 
their pivots to provide Support therefor when 
removed from the case. 
The bottom Wall 23 of the receiver is provided 

immediately adjacent the end wall 25 with an 
opening 35 extending across the full width there 
of, said opening extending longitudinally from the 
end Wall 25 to a point immediately adjacent the 
partition 26 when the receiver is in its horizontal 
position as shown in Fig. 2. This opening 35 is 
adapted to establish connection between the in 
side of the tray or receiver and the well 2 , 
whereby when the garments are placed in the re 
ceiver their lower ends 36 are received in the Well 
2?, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2 of the drawings. 

2,131,267 
This condition will be true whether the receiver 
is in a horizontal or a vertical position. 
To prevent the garments from becoming 

creased or wrinkled at the point where they pass 
from the tray into the well 2, the inner mar 
ginal edge of the opening 35 is provided with a 
rounded edge which may be produced by attach 
ing to said marginal edge a cylindrical rod 37 
as shown in Fig. 6 of the drawings. Thus it will 
be noted that at the point where the garments 
hang Over into the Space 2, they will engage the 
rounded edge of the rod 31, thereby preventing 
said garments from becoming creased or Wrinkled 
at that point. 
In addition to being used as a garment receiver, 

the member 22 may also be used as a tray for 
carrying various articles in which case it is de 
sirable to have the opening 35 closed so as to 
form a Substantially solid wall for the bottom 
of the tray 22. To close this opening 35 there 
is provided adjacent said opening a closure 
member 38, which is hingedly secured to the 
bottom Wall 23 adjacent the inner marginal edge 
Of Said Opening, Said closure member being nor 
mally disposed flat against the bottom Wall of the 
receiver as shown in Figs. 2, 4 and 6. However, 
Should it become necessary or desirable to con 
vert the carrier into a tray, then the said closure 
member 38 may be moved to a position where it 
Will close the opening 35, in which position it 
may be detachably Secured by a suitable snap 
fastener 39 as shown in Fig. 5. A suitable strap 
40 may be provided in the receiver 22 for the 
purpose of holding the garments in place in the 
receiver. 
The cover may also be provided With suitable 

clasping members 4 adjacent the end Walls there 
of, which members are readily adapted for holding 
neckties or the like in a neat and orderly fashion. 
The Said cover member may also be provided with 
a suitable pocket 42, which may be closed by a 
Suitable slide fastener 43. 
useful for receiving and holding small articles of 
clothing, such for example as handkerchiefs, 
Socks, etc., and said pocket when filled will act 
as a cushion for engaging the garments in the 
receiver when the case is in closed position, and 
to thereby prevent said garments from becoming 
Creased or shifted in the receiver. 
When the receiver is in its vertical position as 

ShoWn in Figs. 1 and 5, it will be noted that the 
end Wall 25 will rest on the wall 5 of the main sec 
tion of the case, and will thus be supported there 
on Without further supporting means. However, 
in Order to further assure the supporting of the 
receiver in its vertical position, there is provided a 
link 44, one end of which is pivotally secured to 
the inner face of the front wall 6 as shown at 45 
in Fig. 3, and the other end of which may be de 
tachably Secured to a stud 46 provided on the side 
Wall 26 of the receiver 22, as shown in Fig. 1 of 
the drawings. 
From the above, it will be noted that I have 

provided a readily portable luggage carrier, hav 
ing a garment receiver associated with it, which 
is adapted to carry a plurality of garments, with 
the lower ends of said garments being disposed 
in the main section of the case by means of an 
Opening provided in said receiver adjacent the end 
wall thereof which is remote from the end wall 
on which the garments are supported, and means 
for closing said opening when it is desired to use 
Said garment receiver merely as a tray. It will 
also be noted that the garment receiver when dis 
posed in its vertical position will be substantially 
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entirely outside of the case, thereby permitting 
ready access to the main Section of the case both 
for packing and unpacking. 

It is believed that my invention, its mode of 
Construction and assembly, and many of its ad 
Vantages should be readily understood from the 
foregoing Without further description, and it 
should also be manifest that while a preferred 
embodiment of the invention has been shown and 
described for illustrative purposes, the struc 
tural details are nevertheless capable of wide vari 
ation within the purview of my invention as de 
fined in the appended claim. 
What I claim and desire to secure by Letters 

Patent of the United States is: 
Hand luggage comprising a main section and a 

COver therefor, a garment receiver hingedly con 
nected With One end Wall of the main section to 

normally form a cover for the main section and 
adapted to be swung to a vertical position, in 

3 

which position it will lie in substantially the same 
vertical plane with the end wall of the main sec 
tion to which it is hinged, said garment receiver 
having an opening provided in the bottom Wall 
thereof adjacent its hinged end, the end of the 
garment receiver opposite its hinged connection 
With the main section having garment Supporting 
means, said garment supporting means being 
adapted to receive garments, the lower ends of 
which are passed through said opening into the 
main section, and means for closing said opening 
to form a bottom Solid Wall for said receiver, 
whereby the latter will constitute a tray When 
disposed within the main section. 
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