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6. Claims. 

This invention relates to folding tables and 
more particularly to braces for legs of Such ta 
bles. 
An object of the invention is to provide a 

brace for a folding leg of a table with simple 
means for securing the brace in position when 
the leg is extended, and which can be displaced 
readily When it is desired to fold the leg. Ac 
cording to this invention a sleeve or sheath is 
provided which will fall into position and hoid 
the brace and the leg in extended position, so 
arranged that upon upturning the table, ol' simply 
sliding the sheath upwardly, the leg may be fold 
ed without further manipulation. An object may 
be said to be, therefore, the provision of a brace 
which will require the minimum amount of ma 
nipulation in folding and unfolding the leg to 
which it is attached. 

Fig. is an end elevation showing the brace 
with a section of a table top and a leg with the 
leg in extended position; 

Fig. 2 is a view sinial to Fig. i but showing 
the leg partly folded; 

Fig. 3 is an edge view showing the brace in 8, 
position similar to that of Fig. 2; and 

Fig. 4 is a section on line 4-6, Fig. 1. 
A leg is pivoted by a pin 2 to a table top 3. 

The arrangement is such that the leg may be 
moved to extended position, as shown in Fig. 
1, to support the table or may be folded as 
shown in Fig. 2 to lie against the Suface of the 
tOp. 
The brace and fastening means comprise four 

parts: a ball crank lever 4 pivoted to the leg by 
a screw 5; a collar Spivoted by a pin 7 to the 
elbow of the lever ; a brace or bar 8 sliding in 
the collar 6 and pivoted to the table top; and a 
sheath or sleeve 9 sliding on the bar 3. 
The bell crank lever 4 has one arm adjacent 

the leg and through which the screw 5 ex 
tends for pivotally Securing the lever to the leg. 
The lever also has a free arm adapted, when 
the leg is extended as shown in Fig. , to lie along 
and adjacent the bar 8. The arm ) has at its 
end an extended lip fi adapted to engage in a 
notch 2 on the bar 3 to limit the movement of 
the lever when the leg is extended and after the 
free arm has been brought into alignment With 
the bar 8. 
The bar 8 has a pin or abutment 3 at its 

lower end to engage the end of the collar 6 when 
the leg is extended. 

It may now be explained that as the leg 
is extended to perpendicular, the pin or abutt 
ment 3 will strike the end of the collar 3 to 
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turn the bell crank lever 4 toward the position 
shown in Fig. 1, with the lip A engaging in the 
notch 2. In this position the arm of the 
lever 4 lies along and adjacent the bar 8, so that 
the arm () may be engaged by the sleeve 3 
sliding on the bar 8. 

It will be apparent that in the absence of the 
Sleeve 9 a movement of the leg in a clockwise 
direction from the position shown in Fig. 1 Will 
cause tha lever 4 to turn on the pivot in a 
counterclockwise direction. That is to say, 
starting with the leg in its extended position, as 
shown in Fig. 1, a movement of the leg to the 
left will cause the lever to turn on its pivot 
(With respect to the collar 6 and the bar 8). So 
as to bring the lip out of engagement With the 
notch 2. A further movement of the leg will 
cause the bar 8 to slide in the collar 6 so that 
the leg may be folded flush against the table 
top. In extending the leg, the bar 8 will slide 
in the collar 6 until the pin or abutment 3 connes 
into engagement With the botton edge of the 
collar 6 so as to rotate the lever 4 in a clockwise 
direction, forcing the lip in the notch 2 and 
bringing the arm f of the lever & into parallel P 
position or alignment with the bar 8. 
When the arm () is parallel with the bar 8, 

as it will be when the lip lies in the notch 2, 
the Sleeve 9 may be moved manually or be al 
lowed to drop over the arm and thus hold it 
in place, thus Securing the leg f in extended po 
sition. 
The sheath or sleeve 9 does not completely 

Surround the bar 8 but has a slot between its 
Spaced edges 4 and 5 to accommodate the lip . . 
The collar 6 has a lug 6 turned outward With 

respect to the bar 8, or inward with respect to 
the table, to engage the outer edge of the arm 

to limit the extent of the rotation of the le 
wer 4 with respect to the collar 6. By this means 
the Outer movement of the arm is limited as 
illustrated in Fig. 2. Further movement of the 
lever 4 about the pin in a counterclockwise di 
rection is restrained by engagement of the out 
turned lug 6 with the edge of the arm . 

It may now be understood that as the leg is 
rotated to extended position the bar 8 and the arm 
: are placed in a condition to accommodate the 
sleeve 3. When the leg is moved to extended 
position gravity will cause the sleeve 9 to fall into 
lowermost position to hold the parts in bracing 
relationship. When it is desired to fold the leg, 
the table may be upturned, in which case the 
sleeve 9 will fall away from holding position and 
a simple movement of the leg will cause all the 
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parts to function without the necessity of manipu 
lation. Or, of course, the sleeve 9 may be moved 
manually to or away from holding engagement. 

It Will be obvious from the foregoing descrip 
tion that the invention accomplishes its objects; 
that a brace and Securing means has been pro 
vided which may be operated with a minimum of 
manipulation, in fact no manipulation at all if 
the table is turned so as to permit gravity to move 
the holding sleeve. Warious changes may be made 
in the details of construction, Within the Scope 
of the appended claims, without departing from 
the Spirit of this invention. 
I claim: 
1. In a table having a top and a leg pivoted to 

the top, a brace for the leg comprising a bar with 
one end pivoted to the top, a bell crank lever 
having one arm pivoted to the leg and a free arm 
adapted to be positioned adjacent and in align 
ment With the bar When the leg is extended, a 
collar pivoted at an elbow of the lever and pro 
viding a slide for the bar, a sleeve about the bar 
adapted also to engage and to hold said free arm 
When said free arm is in alignment With the bar, 
and an abutment on the lower end of the bar for 
moving the lever to bring said free arm into align 
ment With the bar. 

2. In a table having a top and a leg pivoted to 
the top, a brace for the leg comprising a bar 
with one end pivoted to the top, a bell crank 
lever having one arm pivoted to the leg and a free 
arm adapted to lie adjacent the bar when the leg 
is extended, a collar pivoted at an elbow of the 
lever and providing a slide for the bar, a lug on 
the collar to engage an edge of the lever and 
thereby limit the relative movement of the lever 
and the collar, and a sleeve about the bar adapted 
also to engage and to hold said free arm. When the 
leg is extended. 

3. In a table having a top and a leg pivoted to 
the top, a brace for the leg comprising a bar. With 
one end pivoted to the top, a bell crank lever 
having one arm pivoted to the leg and a free arm 
adapted to lie adjacent the bar When the leg is 
extended, a collar pivoted at an elbow of the lever 
and providing a slide for the ball, and releasable 
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means for securing the free end of the lever to the 
bar when the leg is extended. 

4. In a table having a top and a leg pivoted 
to the top, a brace for the leg comprising a bar 
With one end pivoted to the top, a bell crank 
lever having one arm pivoted to the leg and a 
free arm adapted to lie adjacent the bar when 
the leg is extended, a collar pivoted at an elbow 
of the lever and providing a slide for the bar, a 
lip on the free arm of the lever adapted to engage 
in a notch in the bal' and thereby limit the move 
ment of the lever, and a sleeve about the bar 
adapted also to engage and to hold said free arm 
When the lip is in the notch as aforesaid. 

5. In a table having a top and a leg pivoted 
to the top, a brace for the leg comprising a bar 
With one end pivoted to the top, a bell crank 
lever having One arm pivoted to the leg and a 
free arm adapted to be positioned adjacent and 
in alignment with the bar when the leg is ex 
tended, a collar pivoted at an elbow of the lever 
and providing a slide for the bar, means for limit 
ing the movement of the bar through the collal' 
and to bring the free airm into alignment With 
the bar, a sleeve about the bar adapted also to 
engage and to hold said free arm. When the arm 
is in alignment with the bar, and means for limit 
ing the movement of the lever when the free arm 
is brought into alignment with the bar. 

6. In a table having a top and a leg pivoted 
to the top, a brace for the leg comprising a bar 
With one end pivoted to the top, a bell crank 
lever having one alim pivoted to the leg and a 
free alm adapted to be positioned adjacent and 
in alignment with the bar when the leg is ex 
tended, a collar pivoted at an elbow of the lever 
and providing a slide for the bar, an abutment On 
the lower end of the bar for moving the lever to 
bring said free arm into alignment with the bar, 
a sleeve about the bar adapted also to engage 
and to hold Said free arm. When the arm is in 
alignment with the bar, and a lip on the free end 
of the lever adapted to engage in a notch in the 
bar for limiting the movement of the ever. 
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